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ALITION RECORDS 
THE BONGO DEATH RAMP 
SKATE-PUNKS SPEAKOUT 
GARMOUTH SKATE SCENE 
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17 YEARS 
OF HELL 


NEW!! SEDITION, WITCHKNOT, CRESS - ei chal ene aber 


(PAL FORMAT ONLY! 


ALSO: 'REASON TO BELIEVE' Benefit CD, BOXED IN 7", ‘BEYOND THE SCREAMS' VIDEO, SAWN OFF CD/LP, 
"YOU'RE ON YOUR OWN' CD, JOHN HOLMES 'EL Louso Suavo' CD / LP, SUBMISSION HOLD - ‘Progress’ CD, 
KITO LP, SOLANKI 10", HARD TO SWALLOW / MANFAT EP, SUFFER / URKO EP, SUFFER - ‘Forest of Spears’ EP, 


HEADACHE - ‘Live Slovenia’ TAPE, CRESS - 'From Violence’ EP, WITCHKNOT - 'Suck' EP, SAWN OFF / UNKIND EP 


“EP / TAPE - 2 pounds /4/5 


WELL CONCEALED CASH OR (UK ONLY!) CHEQUES TO 'FLAT EARTH' 


CD/LP/VIDEO-5 pounds/10/12 ALi PRICES POSTPAID AND ARE UK / EUROPE or WORLD SURFACE / WORLD AIR 
distributed DIY @ 


10" / "REASON' CD - 3 pounds /6/8 


($ or EUROS) 


BOX FLAT EARTH, 145-149 CARDIGAN ROAD, LEEDS, LS6 1LJ, UK. 


Huge DIY distro list and MP3's at the website 


www.flatearth. free~online.co.uk 


MAILORDER LIST 
DECEMBER 2002 


SCARBOROUGH 
YO12 7SA 


Si mapanpianas 
BOMBSHELL ROCKS - “Cityrats..." LP (£7.25) 
CRESS ~ double LP discography (£8.65) 
DAGDA - LP (£5.75) 
DRILLER KILLER - “And the winner.” LP (£6.50) 
La FRACTION - “Aussi long..." new LP (£5.75) 
FROM ASHES RISE - 1st LP (£5.75) 
IMBALANCE - “Wreaks havoc..." LP (£5.05) 
IN THE CLEAR - “Leave this aan LP (£25.25) : 
LIFE - "The world lies across..." LP {Japan} (£6.25) | 
LIMP WRIST ~ LP [ex Los Crudos} (£5.75) 
PROPAGANDH! - “Today's empires.” LP (£6.25) 
RATOS DE PORAO - “Descanse..." LP (£6.25) 


enquiries ? - info@flatearth free-online.co.uk eat eo 


—— to Active a 


MANINUIROGKNROL 


and get the latest 


live fast, die young? 


for the same price! 
6 months - £16, 
12 months = £30 
www.activedistribution.org 


ACTIVE 


ru Bay 


DOCUMENT: 


A STORY OF HOPE 


Acollection of yegan recipes aid stories from the independent Dubin music scene 


Ladd HOR 


RIPCORD - "The damage. /Defiance of.” LP (£5.75) | PMS 


S.0.B. - LP [Japan: boot of 1st ep & LP} (£6.25) 
TRAGEDY - LP (£5.55) 
WASTED - “Down & out" LP {Finland} (£5.75) 
LARM / PANDEMONIUM - live boot LP (£6.25) 
ACTIVE MINDS / JESUS CROST - 7" (£2.25) 
CONFLICT - "Now you've put your..." 7" (£2.40) | 
D.S.13 - "Thrash & burn" 7° (£2.65) 
All prices postpaid in the U.K. | 
CHEQUES PAYABLE TO | 
"LOONY TUNES RECORDS" | 


S.A.E. for full fist. 


4 60 page book sabe vegan recipes arid storied: 


Contributions from Redneck Manifesto, Fugazi, 
Jawbreaker, John Holmes, Month Of Birthdays, 
Los Crudos and many more. 

10 EURO ppd from Hope: 31 Hazel Road 
Donnycarney Dublin 9, Ireland. 
niall@thumped.com for more info 
www.thumped.com/hope 
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Letters Pages - Hey! What’s on your 
mind? 


News - yadda yadda yadda 


Vitamin X - Interview with Hollands finest 
sXe Thrash-core nutcases 


The FTAA - Beneath the Silence, 
Beneath the Shouting firsthand report 
behind the localised resistance of 
globalisation in south America 


Book Reviews - Document, The Fall Of 
America & Restructuring and Resistance 


Garmouth Skatepark + Moray skate 
scene Report - And you thought where 
you lived was cold and grim! 


Bongo Death Ramp - Exclusive write up 
on a squat ramp 


Fureza X - Exclusive interview with 
Guatamarian posi-youth crew kids 


Gertrude - Politcal, Feminist and funky 


Coalition Records - have been releasing 
mighty fine records for ages and ages 
now, yet still don’t send us any adverts...! 


RTB benifit comp cd - read why you 
need to buy it 


SkatePunks Speak Out - Our major 
feature this issue examining the DIY punk 
nature of skateboarding... radical! 


lan MacKaye - Fugazi frontman tells us 
about his skateboarding antics 


Ankle Sprains - “/ twing-twang- 
twadanked my ankle doing a Jelly Mumbo 
dude...” 


Music Reviews - More monkey business 


Zine Reviews - Seriously... zines rule! 
They keep your brain ticking over. Where 
is yours? 
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TE COLLECTIVE ener sci 


Little Miss Carrie, Cathy O’Connor, The sneda, x-le-ox, Mr Stevie Watts, Alex Zandork, 
Stuart “Scunner” Haynes, Rich AWA (Gone AWOL), Sir Jase Kilvo, Jamie “Go!” West, 


El Paco, Steve “Easy geezer” Hyland 
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skateboardin 
much else. 


“Better late than never...” as they Say... 
What with one harsh winter to deal with, slow intake of 
articles and now a full blown war going on, its no wonder 
the slackers here at Reason To Believe have been slow on 
etting this issue out. But what a beauty of an issue it is! 
ts our fattest issue ever and chock-a-bloc full of things 
ou should read. 
ou may notice that this time we’ve gone for a 
theme with no consideration or tact for 
rhaps its a sense of denial from feeling 
helpless with all the bombing and shooting going on in the 
middle east? Personally speaking, skate 
ffer an escape from the world around me and so its 


oarding does 


: hardly surprising we’re not shouting our mouths off at 
: something we know too little about, and sticking to what 


: we know. 


: One thing we do know is that we’ve have had some 


tremendous support from people all over the UK doing 
benifit shows and raffles for us, to which we are 
internally grateful. Everyone here at RTB salutes the 
kind, commited folk who helped out, played the shows, 
: organised everything, did the sound, and even turned up. 


: You know who you are and we love you! 

: These benifit gigs and the RTB benifit comp cd we've 
: produced allow us to rely less on adverting and continue 
: to produce the zine so it can remain free of charge. RTB 
: is not about adverts or selling products, promoting trends 
:or the coolest bands, but about forwarding ideas, 
: communication and unity within the DIY hardcore punk 


: scene. 
: So those of you who are com 
: well all we can say is don 


ery that this issue is late, 
t take things for granted, 


: especially since this zine free.... 


SOHOSHOHSSSSSHSHSSHSHSHSHSHSHSHSHSHSSHSHSHHOHSSHSHSHSHSHSHSHHSEHSHSHHSHSHSHSHHSHSHEHSHSHHEHHEHEHEHHEHSHEHHEEEEE 


°/° 445-149 Cardigan Rd 


CONTRIBUTIONS THIS ISSUE BY:  oremene, \s6 1LJ 
Cathy Bennett, Jayne Kelly, Graham Berry, G, Bri Leech, Stoz, Filip Fuch and all theMAIL ADDR . UK 
News contibutors, - THANKS! info @rtbzine.org 


Cover illustration by Nick Enslaved. Graphics by xleox, sneda or quite rightly stolen cos we’re naughty snot-nosed punk rockers 
“New Look” and Layouts this issue mostly by xleox, though sned did a fair good few of them too... what a lovely helpful guy he is! ahh! 


Reasan To Believe, itself, is a a new internatio 
witha ial emplagsis or! (ic urope 
coll’ x peony .<| € amined e 
of th ardcoreager Enity, pu ing 


distros, bands, etc. (inc. Armed With Anger , Flat Earth, Tours R’ Us, etc 
inant regularly focuss 


RTB aims to.& he left in Europe for a pro 


Y hardcore/punk zine, 


We need contributions! interviews, articles, letters, photographs, artwork, writings, scene reports, etc.. 
Please Get in touch with your ideas, particularly people from mainland Europe and ‘developing’ countries. 
Music and literature for the review section is also welcome! 

Please email or send written submissions on a disk, saved as a text (txt) file 


Priority is given towards smaller DIY/grassroots 
based groups and people. Adverts for sizable labels 
si who get plenty of exposure elsewhere are only printed 
1/6 page - 57mm x 125mm (2.5" x5") = £25 / €40/ $40 on a discretionary basis. We reserve the right to reject 
1/4 ny Bf 1€60/ any Ad for any reason. Needless to say, we're not going 
page - 87mm x 125mm (3.5" x 5’) = £35 / €60 / $60 print Ads from Majors - or Major Label Wannabees! 
1/3 page sq - 119mm x 125mm (5" x 5") = £50 / €80 / $85 


1/3 page tall - 57mm x 255 mm (2.5" x 10") = £50 / €80 / $85 to ank 
Half Page - 180mm x 125mm (7" x 5") = £70 /€115 / $125 advert? 


1sers! 
Please send all payments with your advert. Please send as a correctly 
sized laser print, or photoshop/TIFF file on a 3.5 inch floppy disk or cd, 
not by email please! (unless by prior arrangement) _(greyscale, 200dpi works best) 
If you Submit an Ad in another format, we won't be sede! if it prints out ‘wrong... 

ou have been warne 


ayPa in tou 
Required UP-FRONT and in the following: UK CHEQUES ONLY!! 
British Pounds Sterling or Euros (Cash only!) and US Dollars (Cash only!) 


Please send Cheques/IMO's in Pounds payable to "Reason To Believe" 
NOTE: OUR NEW CHEQUE PAYEE! ! 


Classifieds are £2 / €3 / $3 (50 words max) CASH ONLY!! 


e Vi¥, v 


Send Payment in advance for up to 5 issues based on quent 
the above single copy rate ous 


RTB zine is supposed to be quarterly, but we ain't so sure of that anymore. 
The actual issue should appear about 4-6 weeks following the deadlines 
below which are set to be as follows: Than 

1st May 1st August tovalf 
istNovember 1st Fe Contributors, 


Single Copies: (all costs are for postage only) ghank§ 
UK = 50p Self-Addressed Stamped A4 envelope | “our ors! 
Europe = £1 / €2 Cash / $2 US CASH pist©2 ut 


World = £1.50 / $3 US CASH 


Bundles: (approximatiey 25-30 copies) 
UK = £7 postpaid 
Europe/World = £8 / €15 / $15 (2kg surface rate 15/20 copies) 


Biggar Bundles: 

UK, between 30-200 copies = £10 postpaid 

Europe/World, 20-60 copies = multiples of the above 2kg bundle rate 
Europe/World, 60+ copies = *contact us for rates 


Punk Post: 


We distribute we amounts through the "punk post” network 
around Europe. Get in touch if you think you can help, 
or want to give some out to your friends. Help spread 'The Reason’ | 


We need cheap/free ways to get RTB across the Atlantic and Pacific Oceans - Any ideas?? 


pe NM | wish | had a Reason! 
(please tick the appropriate box... it's fun 


issue sub - £2.50 U.K. (£5/$10 Europe) (27.50/15 World) [7] MY MAME 1S. eneanmanmremmrenetsmnsemnrennsimesrnn 
5 - 30 copies = £7 postpaid U.K. My address is......... 


| PAYMENT: Weil secured and concealed cash, 
of cheques {1 K. only please) payable to ‘Reason To Believe’ only. 
Retum this (or 4 copy of it} completed coupon and correct payment to: 
REASON TO BELIEVE zine c/o 145 - 149 Cardigan Road, Leeds, LS6 1Ld U.K 


30 - 200 copies = £10 postpaid U.K. oO 
Rest of World ~ get in touch) 
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Thoughts ona Seszibiev war with tesa 


As i write this its early Dec, 2002. In the last six months or 
so here in the UK, we have had a steady diet of world cup 
football, the Sex pistols reforming, for an altenitve Jubile. A 
fire strike and now a mass jab programe for the whole of the 
Uk, in the next few months for Smallpox, in case of war with 
Iraq! 


Its allmost a year and a few months since 9/11 and as the 
D.O.A song goes, “Everything is not alright”! (From genral 
strike). 


An all out attack on Iraq, could happen in the next few months and as a 38 vert old 
writer i like many others are “Fuckin Scared” 


This war forthcoming war is a joke, because the reports that are around at the 
moment, the US and Uk are not ready for it. Only today thier is a report in a 
newespaper that another british war ship has had a accident, smashing into a jetty 
and (Excuse the pun) its a drop in the ocean for a war machine, the repair bill being 
50 million pounds!! 


Ok. stu sending this to you, which should join on with the other bits i sent you. Let 
me know if it makes sense? 
Cheers, steveK 


“CLASHING _ CLASSIFIEDS | 


£2/$4/€3 - strict 50 word maximum 
Cash only! Send to Zine Address ! 


- MORGENMUFFEL MAILORDER for 
* zines and anarchist pamphlets. Non 


profit distro, lots of personal, comic and 
punk zines. For a list send and SAE to: 


: P.O.Box 74, Brighton, BN1 4ZQ, UK. 
: : katchoo63@yahoo.co.uk 


’ FOUR PLANES IN FOURS DAYS are a - 


& piece playing spacious post-rock : 
mixed with dark riffs and mellow vocals. © 
- Self released CDR available: 5 songs, 


- 25 minutes, £1.50 + SAE to: 
: Jim, c/o Flat 3, 22 North Grange Road, - 
* Leeds, LS6 2BR, UK email ; 
: info@fourplanesinfoursdays. com Be * 
- sure to visit our site at~ 


www.fourplanesinfourdays.com 


». Running on Empty” fanzine *1 out now! © 
« 86 pages of DIY punk and emo, with « 
. Mercury tilt Switch, Slingshot around the; 
: Moon, Ignition records, articles, reviews, ° 
- columns and more 1.00 & 33p sae to 15 
* Denver road, Dartford, Kent, DA1 3LA. ~ 

running-on-empty-fanzine@yahoo.co.uk » 


° READERS DIGRESS! IS A NEW A4 : 
» FREESHEET. ISSUE 1 CONTAINS A ° 
» BUNCH OF VERY SHORT AND : 
> AMIABLE TALES WITH A. 


LIBERTARIAN EDGE. FOR A COPY - 


- PLEASE SEND A SAE TO: 


15 DARTINGTON WALK, LEIGHAM, - 


> PLYMOUTH, DEVON, PL6 8QA (UK) 


* Anarchist Federation ; 
* The Anarchist Federation is an ° 
» organisation of class struggle anarchists « 
» which aims to abolish Capitalism and all 
» oppression to create a free and equal . 
. society. This is Anarchist Communism. - 
* clo 84b whitechapel high street, london 
* e1 7qx, UK,  www.afed.org.uk, 
- anarchistfederation@bigfoot.com 


1) $.0.A. Records new releases: 


’ soa3xcd sampler featuring everything - 


gone sold out in the crusty core grind < 
veins during 10 years of soa (ac, rotten : 
sound, mitb, assuck, crackedcopskulls, . 


- gerogerigegege, dogmatized, total . 
* fucking destruction, c.bastards and so : 
* on...) 23 bands , over 210 minutes of 
» music! Later: Rupture ‘ ‘Lust & Hate” Ip, « 
: Voice of Hate “ gods of hell & earth” LP, - 
» yeah funally SOA's back on vynil! Late - 
** relases: Ulcer cd, Vitamin X cd, : 
> Paindriver cd, Peggio Punx 2xcd. Each - 


release 10Euro ppd, each other add just 


- 5 to your first one! Paolo Petralia, via - 
> Oderisi da Gubbio 67/69, 00146 Roma, : 
* |taly www.soarecords.it . 


* 2) Oi! Strike, antiracist label presents: ~ 
> Devilskins cd (swiss/ita), nice singalong, » 
streets anthems, Rough discography cd _ : 
® (ita) mid 80’s oi!/punk legends now : 
* reissued with outtakes and rare stuff! - 
» Old releases: Colonna Infame cd, Duap » 
- ed, Raptus cd, Oi! Strike sampler (old oi! - 
: Strike 7's) cd. First cd 10Euro ppd, each - 
* other, just add 5 to your first one! Paolo ° 
* Petralia, via Oderisi da Gubbio 67/69, 
» 00146 Roma, Italy www.soarecords.it 


- 3) $.0.A. Distribution offers a wide - 
: selection of 2000 hc-punk-grind-sXe- oi! : 
* items on a cool catalogue with a free cd ° 
» inside. Punk-customer friendly prices!!! « 
» Over 100 t shirts with a fine old school - 
» fevival taste! Stuff that’s in, it's just a ; 
' trade for our own stuff, so do not write if : 
* you wanna sell something! S.O.A. < — 
» Records , Paolo Petralia, via Odeiisi da - 
- Gubbio 67/69, 00146 Roma, Italy - 
> Www.soarecords.it * 


* WANTED: more classifed ads for « 
. this zine. They work!! : 


Dear Sned & all other RTB 
people over there! 


Yesterday we found some fucking 
cdr’s in our mailbox and to our 
great surprize it was THE reason 
to believe benefit 
compilation...and oh-destroy-boy! 
what a fucking great piece of 
work it has become.....we really 
enjoyed listening to it, there are 
no fillers only killers and even our 
own recordings turned out to be 
pretty good(although we had our 
doubts about the quallity...) and 
the samples of the interviews 
inbetween the songs is a fucking 
great idea....it all sums up what 


MT. EVEREST NORTH 


Jou ten \ot, 


gS gn Shite 
RTB is about! And we truly hope thet eat ie cites on He. 
that this benifit compilation and bru The WP A 4 CASE 


future benifit comps help pay off 
your debts. a 
Anyway keep RTB_ fucking ga (ee | 
going...we love the zine and what 
it stands for! 

Nothing but compliments to all 
you diy punkbrothers and sisters 


TAKE CARE Zola, 


Paul c-fucking red 
Olav me fucking brother 


i. LE CLA 


22 od> # 


‘A BOOK ABOUT STARS ' self published photography book / novel 
about relatioships, breaking up, growing up, moving on. 84pgs, 
black/white, perfect bound, BS size, that kind of a thing. Send 6 quid / 9 
euro / 10 dollars world cash only for a copy. Karl, 38A Charteris road, 
london, N4 3AB, UK. Ta’ 


R2SS D> * 


‘PUNKTURED collective put on punk / HC / Oi! / Ska gigs at The 
Primrose in Leeds. Most gigs are benefits (bands get travel costs, food 
and a place to stay) and we try to mix genres. Any bands interested in 
playing get in touch / send a tape to.... Punktured c/o 145-9 Cardigan 
road, leeds, LS6 1LJ, UK. or phone 07949856589 


REZOSPReEE SSF BESO Dd & 
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Extra News: 

The ‘punktured’ people asked if we could mention upcoming gigs at the 
primrose in the news: — 

March 29th pe acetal for rape Crisis (6 bands) 

April 20th (sun) Eastfield, Anal Beard and 2 more 

May 31st (Sat) Benefit for Reason to Believe - Anarchy spanky, Nervous 
Tension, Boxed In, charlie Don’t surf 

July 18th - 20th - Leeds Punks Picnic! 
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co HS144 CARD4AA RD 
LEEDS : : 
Poh Atos 

| EVGL AV D / UK - 


£20 cut eve 5 
weve ChrretmeS | 


‘ 4h 


Sy 


: he. 
} can cg itett ar I 


se Camp at 5040m. 


The North Face of Mt. Everest, 848m as seen from the Ba: 


¢/° 145-149 Cardigan Rd 
4 Leeds 

£ LS6 1LJ 

UK 

info@rtbzine.org 


Remember to label 
your __letter/parcel 
RTB or Reason 
To Believe so 
our friends at 
the PO Box 
know who to 
give it to 


ell, Chorley 


0113. .203 1186 
_wyww.josephs 


brought to you by: ix + earth recs “ 


BENEFIT FOR WHAT?? 


ee make a 6000 print ; run 
quarter age DIY HCPunk zine 
(which ¥ with always be FREE): 
the ads and donations just haven't 
 govered the printing costs. 
‘in fact we're more in debt than 
we've ever been and we've exhausted 
* .. @11 our loans, right now | 
“ “penefits and donations are 
essential to keep the gine alive.) 


GET IT FROM: 

the.address. below, 

out of step (leeds), 

~ diy distros (everywhete), 
: gigs, wherever. 


HOW MUCH 
3. pounds (uk) 
§.euros (europe.or world sce iad ~ 
) dollars (world airmail) «: 


prices are postpaid — 
concealed cash or: 
Ae oy chegie to ‘flat earth! 


ee DISTRIBUTED ; 
BY: 


% WHOLESALE: 
Get in touch for rates,,... 


sell them at gigs, 
the ideal gift! : 


eet bee Ba] a es - give them to friends 


45-149 Cardigan Road. 
Le ds, LS6- ILJ, UK 


1 


Fxelusi ve (and previous: Leased) ‘material 
| from those gence Viewed 


epileptic terror attack: we are the attack 7” * scsou0s 500 <pes 
the dagda: threefold |p/ed cuss nescoresx my name is satan pk nats spac ota 
demon system thirteen: thrash & burn 7” 

my name is satan: refuse to kneel cd 

minute manifesto/urko: split Ip 
minute manifesto/shank: split 7” 


/, e 


petro grad, 


Ip=£5.50/$t2/t2e cd=LS.S0/$t2/12e 7”=£2.90/S5/Se. prices postpaid uk/world/europe, 
* eta 7”=£3.00/$6/6e postpaid ukAvorid/europe. tst 100 mailorder gets Itd edition 


payment: uk cheques/p.c's to “n.laanng". world: us$ 
next: aii tensed up/shot to fuck. spit 7”. jinn: 7° fe: /current tsua@ members) 
mailorder; Hist available tor a s.a.e/e or $1 (uk oF check the website. 
mad props’ aspire, team bongo death and dy skat ding. 


cash only, gurope: euros/usS cash only. 


ensiaved .0 box 159 bradford west yorkshire dbd1 2uj uk 


dec 2002 www.ensiavedrecords.com enslavedorders@yahoo.co.uk 


- there is no flag on the moon r_. 
oe 


out now: i 


cr 011: PETROGRAD:" a.b.c." cd reissue 
cr 02 PETROGRAD: "nineoneone" cd 


(11 new songs, comes with an 64 pages bookle 


ig OES sr tea ee eon 
Lots of records/CDs, and zines available, DIY anarcho hardcore punk from all over the globe... |v nieces RAD/ I CHU toes bee P pirate: 


this is also the place for Ripping Thrash zine, first new issue for 2 years will be out early 2003, 
and this is also the place for FCR label which has released stuff by Anarchy Spanky, Kismet 
HC, See You In Hell (Czech), and has new releases planned soon by Dangerfields, Acao Direta 
(Brazil), Vaning 5 (Finland), Fuck Hate Propaganda, plus some new compilations too, 
Send SAE for a list to 
STEVE / P O BOX 152 / BURTON-ON~TRENT / STAFFS / DE14 XX / ENGLAND. 


cr 04 BUCK: "Hello holland" Ip 
cr 05 NEIGHBOUR ROSICKY 12" 


Ghri stopher s 
Records 


ippi i @rippi Z -om PEACE * EC Bronsgeest ZIM Niji 
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www.christopbersrecords.com 


(i718 pleased fo announce another successful year of acquisitions 
as we step ever closer to Full Spectrum Dominance, 


@7027 cD 67026 Mep "7024 6D ft G7023 cp 
warsawpack Randy Che: Chapter 127 "eg MacPherson Band 


Gross Domestic Product Cheater os Profit Prophet Good Times Coming 
S Back Again 


Mr. Pennybags(CEO and President of 

our large record company) would like 

to remind you to frequently visit 

www.zmag.org to keep your mind : 67025 Mcp 

sharp. NO WAR ON IRAQ! . ; 3 Hiretsukan 
: Invasive/Exotic 

See our exciting new website, plus 

full catalogue of radical music, 

spoken word & organic shirts (!) at: 

www.g/welcomingcommittee.com 


gessaa eee? gereereee ane a 


we os Bae ee 


UNITED KINGDOM 


£10,000 recording budget have been fuelled by stories of drugs 


parties, new cars & DVD players. Bri said “we’re not gonna tell you ; 
: Year’s Eve. After 
: puking on the pub 
: floor, Steve was 
: manhandled by the 
(not Joseph Wells you illiterate fucks). The gig called “Stars In : 
Their Eyes” obviously using the tried & tested TV formula was a : 


how much went up our noses”! (bri@devilrock13.free- 
online.co.uk) 


Xmas started with a right old knees up in Leeds at Josephs Well 


sell-out with bands playing sets by The Ramones, Descendents, 


Simon & Garfunkel, Green Day, Bon Jovi, etc. The bar had to close | 
at 9.45, as they'd run out of drinks. The charity event raised £1750, = 

: trouble go there and you can fight all night. What a bunch of cunts. 
see covers bands than the bands themselves. Shame the : 


which is kinda funny that people are more interested in paying to 
organisers couldn't be persuaded to give a small donation to the 


zine (surely we are the punk scene's charity case!). We'd even 
have done them an advert in exchange. 


EARTH records, which is a benefit for this zine. The CD which 


costs £3, 6 euros or $8 (postpaid from the zine address) consists . 


of exclusive and previously unreleased material from nearly all the 
bands in issues 1 to 7. The full list of bands is BREZHNEV (spelled 


correctly this time), SEEIN’ RED (ditto), COCHE BOMBA, ; 
- should think about a Euro tour before splitting. 


CRISPUS ATTUCKS, DUMBSTRUCK, ENDSTAND, E-150, HHH, 
IMBALANCE, MANIFESTO JUKEBOX, NNY, SIN DIOS, STAND & 


UNKIND. We are well over £1000 in debt — the advertising costs : 
- their second 7” which will be released by Busted Heads in 
magazine and/or feel that this free zine serves a purpose then how : 
about making a small money donation. As you know this zine is : 


never meet the costs of the zine. So if you’re enjoying reading this 


free but if you've paid for it please feel free to check with us why 


that is. Some people send us postage money for issues so we : 
have no problems with them selling the zine on to cover their ; 
outlay. We've heard of shops that got the zine for free charging for - 
it. Its lovely to know that wankers from within the scene are making : 


money from the zine when we are so far in debt. If you know of 


anyone doing this let me know. They'll be named & shamed in - 


future issues. 


Despite having no records out Leeds’ THE HORROR just got back 
from a successful short US tour. They certainly know how to geton : 


the best bills playing with the likes of THINK | CARE, TEAR IT UP 
Safety. 
Bradford’s THE DEVILS have finally recorded for their debut on In 


At The Deep End. Not sure what fans of the label are gonna make _ :; 
of The Devils on stage antics & tantrums. Please don’t stand at the; 
front with a full pint in a clean white T-shirt. Their last show saw - 
singer Rich dancing around the stage with an old tramp who just - : 


wandered by. 


The Deep End. The CD has been getting rave reviews in the 


momentum and get around to writing some new songs. 


NARCOSIS, from Wigan, are the UK’s premier underground 
grindcore band. They’re just about to embark on a tour of the UK 


see for the many amusing faces of JohnBoy on guitar. In fact, the 
whole band seem to take their gurning — seriously. 
(www.narcore.co.uk/) 


SEX MANIACS debut CD, “mean as hell” has finally come out on 


Eccentric Man (www.eccentricman.net). The “official” release date 
isn’t until February but the CD has been out since early November. : 
If you like high octane rock n’roll then you simply cannot afford to - 


miss this one. One of the best of last year. 


Skipton’s DRIVEN DOWN have finally recorded. Not sure what the 
fastcore outfit are doing with the recordings as they've decided to : 
call it a day & split after their bassist has gone off travelling. They'd : 


» just 
Let’s start with the news that Leeds’ JOHN HOLMES have finished : 
the recording of their new album for London’s Household Name. - 
No title has been decided upon yet. Rumours of a massive - 
: pisshead, Steve, had 


replaced _ their 
singer with RTB’s very 
own Steve Watts. 
Legendary lightweight 


an_ interesting New 


pub’s landlord (cunt), who decided that he should pay by getting a 
kicking out back, only to be stopped by several peacekeepers, 
who then got barred from the pub. The morale of the story is don’t 
drink in the Library (in Leeds) or for that matter The Fab Café as 
the bouncers in there have become totally out of hand. If you like 


Southampton’s PILGER have a CD out of great fast hardcore. Its 
released by soutHCoast records and consists of all their 
recordings so far. Its called “silence”, 15 tracks of fuckin good 


- hardcore and you should pick one up. Thanks lads for my copy by 
BUY CONSUME BUY. There’s a new CD put out by Sned at FLAT 


the way.(pilgerpunk@hotmail.com 38 Gatcombe, Southampton, 
$031 5PX, UK) 


Rumours abound that the great hope of British hardcore PARADE 
OF ENEMIES from Southampton have split up. This would be a 
real shame as they certainly haven't fulfilled their potential & 


Leeds/ Bradford thrash merchants BOXED IN have just recorded 


Sweden. | haven’t heard the recordings yet but following on from 
some mega thrash shows it should be a good’un. 


Leeds band FIG 4.0 has a new 10” out on Bombed Out, who 
haven't placed an ad in this issue, so | don’t know anymore. 


Thought I'd mention that Sweeney, the singer of Dead Pets, was 
on Channel 4’s Faking It, trying to be an orchestra conductor. 
Personally | thought the boy done good & was a good advert punk 


rock, instead of the usual media stereotype. 


Lastly | thought I'd give brief mention to some of the young up & 
coming punk bands in the Leeds area. INDICATOR are certainly 


- turning a few heads. Someone tells me they have an LP out but 
& OUTCOLD. The debut 10” is expected shortly on Chainsaw | 


I’m yet to see it (please send us one for review). Their recent show 


- at the 1 In 12 Club in Bradford had all us old farts dancing about: 


Also worth a mention are THE MINGERS & THE DREGS. The 
Dregs have a CD out, which suffers from poor sound & isn't 
representative of when | saw them live recently. 


FINLAND ) 
IRRITATE (FIN) has a ton of releases already recorded and 


- waiting to come out: split 7” EP’s with HFFS (Including a Rattus 
> covertrack! Nuclear BBQ, USA), Can Can Heads (Some Strange 
The Slayer inspired zombie splatter-core merchants SEND MORE : 
PARAMEDICS from Leeds have had their CD released by In At -; 
: (Blutwurscht, SWI), split CD with CSSO (Obliteration, JAP) - all 
mainstream media & appeared on a few top ten of the year lists in | 
Kerrang!! It'll be interesting to see if they can keep up the : 


Music, USA), Hated Principles (Hostile Regression + more small 
labels), 3-way split CD with Cause For Effect and Bud Junkees 


those with new previously unreleased studio songs. Also there will 
be split live CD with Bizarre X (DoNotConsume, MAL) that was 


» recorded on those two band’s ‘01 Euro tour and later there will be 
- all studio recordings from ‘98 -’99 of Irritate compiled in one 74 
: minutes CD (Scrotum, Singapore). Band will start playing gigs 
> again during the winter and a small European tour is scheduled for 
& lreland with VEHEMENCE and THEKEVORKIANSOLUTION, :; 
with PALE HORSE filling in for the Irish dates. Also, Crucificados. : 
Pelo Sistema Records from Germany (www.crucificados.de/) has -- 
just released the Narcosis/ Swarrrm (Jap) split 7”. Worth going to : 


summer ‘03. Contact: Hostile Regression, P.O.Box 37, 55801 
Imatra, Finland. http://go.to/hrr 


SIVIILIMURHA just released the much delayed split 12”LP with 


: Brazil’s Under Threat on Destroy (UK), the split 7” with Ulcerrhoea 
» sold out in a second, so it will be soon re-issued by Vitun Aparat 
- (GER) with many more underground labels. The band has already 
: recorded split 10” with Chtuwulf (will be limited edition of 200 


copies only!!!) and a split 7” with Agathocles. Expect nothing but 
full on Suomihardcorenoisethrash!!! Contact: Hostile Regression, 
P.O.Box 37, 55801 Imatra, Finland. http://go.to/hrr. 


m\y GERMANY : 
There’s a new release on Schandmaul: 
Records from Berlin. Its a split 7” of Zagrebs: 
m infamous MHardcore-Punk band AK47: 

together with RACAK from Berlin, featuring: 
people from MVD, Elend and Divided. That: 
means two times fast fucking hardcore: 
attack. The record comes with a cool 
booklet containing all the lyrics plus some: 
fea more information. Take a_ look at: 
me Nttp://www.schandmaulrecords.de for mp3: 
maa and stuff. (Schandmaul Records, PO Box: 

610 617, 10937 Berlin, Germany) 


iui.) News from Czech Republic 
ig The compulsory political rant to get you' 
™ started 


4 So the fucking NATO meeting in Prague is: 
iu finally over - with the level of violence from: 
the protesters at zero, which is something: 
4 everybody except the media, politicians and: 
fa Cops expected. For few days the whole city: 
turned to heavily guarded fortress with: 
empty streets, (about 1/5 of inhabitants: 


Ministry of Interiors campaign) cruised by: 
police tanks and patrolled by more than 12: 
ee 000 pigs (3 000 of them in riot body armor).: 
3 looking suspicious (about 300 people were: 


pretty funny —people were sent back for: 
such crimes as having flyers against NATO: 


“instigate the crowd to riotous behavior’), : 
Ptteei there were road blocks all around the: 
abandoned factory was closed just 2 days: 


to kick the activists out)... 


luxurious dinner), which made the funny 
ratio of 60 cops to 1 protester and about 1: 


# waste a place for all the media bullshit: 


mayhem (and trained by Chechen terrorists: 
etc.) is senseless. 


phoqun ve 
BUBHERGE 7*, HOSTHOMO/BLOCKRRADS aphit 7* 
A HOWTE 10", SUPBRSTARIC REVOLUETON/SUBHERGE eplit 7° 


which was supposed to bring us freedom: 


ning $000 ¢ ugly 
TOK A MOWTE/SUENBNGE oplit 7*,xARMAS / GUBKERGE oplie 7* illusions. The future will most probably look: 
ins 4*infoo ¢ www, buxnoubeine net exactly like this. 


: Label news 


> thrown 
‘ International -4 way split LP planned. 


f preferred to leave the city after the massive: 


The borders were closed to anybody: 


sent back, some of the explanations were: 
me OF a musical p.a. (cops said it could: 


Prague, CIA agents followed the Indymedia: 
journalists, the Convergence center in: 


after the opening (police forced the owner: 
: the same part of the world is following now 
: — again this is 100% energy driven punk to 
Fy In the end only about 200 people: 
47 demonstrated at Wednesday (in front of the: 
tq Duilding where the politicians ‘ate their: 


500 on the second day, but you have to: 
knock off about 2 or 3 hundreds of secret: 
H cops (dressed as punx or militants). To: 


about violent protesters ready to bring the: 


and democracy we were able to check out: 
ugly face of the police state — without any: 


Brambilla 
photo by Bez 


Badman Records just put out the split 7” 
of two Dutch thrash bands SAF and 
LOMB, which recently toured East Europe 
together. “Fuck American Xenophobia” 7” 
by BLOWN TO BITS (old school 
punk/crust from California) follows. The 
man behind the label - Martin - is also 
playing drums for UNDERFIRE (old 
school HC) — split 7” w/CIRCLE X from 
Japan out soon. (info@badman- 
records.com, www.badman-records.com) 


‘ Hyenyzm Records released SHEEVA 
‘ YOGA/STERBEHILFE split 7” — crazy 


power violence with some other styles 
in/grind-noise from Germany. 


(hyenyzm@centrum.cz) 


Out Of Control Records is brand new label 
run by the LYCANTHROPHY singer 
Ondra, the first release was FULL 
BLADDER/CRUCIFY YOURSELF split 7”, 
followed now b CARNAL 
DIAFRAGMA/ULCERRHOEA split 7” 
(Czech gore grind/German polit grind 
massacre). Both records released in 
cooperation of more labels. CRUCIFY 
YOURSELF/SHEEVA YOGA/ARTURO 3 
way split tape available as well. 
(ondra.lycanthrophy@seznam.cz) 


Ultima Ratio Records just put out the 
FOOLOCRACY tape (professionally 
copied + printed cover) — pretty good raw 
punk as fuck from the famous Vrah Club 
area (well known for bands like CO-CA, 
TELEFON, INNOXIA CORPORA etc.). A 
bit like more crusty DEZERTER maybe? 
Full 7” of AD CALENDAS GRAECAS from 


the bone, check this out! By the way 
FOOLOCRACY and AD CALENDAS 
share some members. 
(ultima.ratio@seznam.cz) 


Malarie Records released the full 7” of 
Slovakian anarcho folk trio NAIVE 
FIGHTERS. (malarie@applet.cz, 
http://malarie.ind.cz) 


Hluboka Orba Records is my label, 


: currently | coordinate 2 new releases 
: which will se the light of a day in. 


13 years after our so called “revolution”,: 


cooperation of more labels (in the case of 
the split 7” around 20 from all over the 
world!). The first one (out in Februa 

2003) will be the SEE YOU IN HELL/THE 
PUBLIC split 7” (THE PUBLIC is probably 


: the best Slovakian band right now, w/full 
: LP, full EP and split 7” under their belts, 
: music = heavy double bass powerhouse a 
: bit like some bands on Prank Rec.) 


Second one will be a compilation LP w/10 : = 


Czech hardcore bands, 


— DREAD 101, HOMO CONSUMENS, 


INNOXIA CORPORA, SEE YOU IN: 
HELL, FRIENDSHIP FOREVER, NEMA : 
MASSGENOCIDE : 
) SICHERHATE : 
SYSTEM and UNDERFIRE. Out in: 
May/June 2003, the last comp. LP of the : 
Czech hardcore bands was released : 
back in 1992 so there is definitely a time 


BARIKADA, 
PROCESS, NOT, 


for some comeback! 


Day After Records released the “Never : 
Fall Into Silence” LP/CD by ENDSTAND. : 


(info@dayafter.cz, www.dayafter.cz) 


Insane Society Records is planning tons 
of stuff on tapes and vinyl, check this 
out: GRIDE/THEMA ELEVEN split 7“ 
EP, CEREBRAL TURBULENC 
“Impenetrable” tape, CHARLES 
BRONSON discograph Ss ne alee 
INTENTION tape, SKR ta 

EBOLA tape, HANK ta a TH MA 
ELEVEN “Suzu” 7”EP, MALIGNANT 
TUMOUR LP/CD, 
LYCANTHROPHY/NENI UNIKU split 
CD-R / 7“EP 

(barvak. insaneedwordodtiae jo 

www. insanesociety.net) 


releases out 
DRESCHFLEGEL/SCEPSIS split tape, 
SCEPSIS t-shirt, QUATTRO STAGION 


tape, SOLITARY NEGLECT “Death And - 


Planned for the melodic political HC w/dual male/female 


Destruction” tape. 
nearest future: 
PROCESS tape, 
“Aversao” tape, MORE BAD NEWS 7“, 


MASSGENOCIDE 


split 7“, RABIES/DEN ZA DNEM split 7°. 
(machetazo@post.cz) 


Band news 
MALIGNANT TUMOUR - 
grind/mince_ core monsters currently 


living in the Dutch exile have still the split : 


EP’s w/AGATHOCLES and UNHOLY : 


GRAVE and demos/singles collection: Some new interesting bands... 


CD-R available from their address. : 


Coming out. soon: MT/INTUMESCENE known for it’s impressive grind core scene 
tape and MT “Dawn Of the New Age’ full (CEREBRAL TURBULENCY, MALIGNANT 


split 7’, MT/COMPULSORY CUT split 


LP/CD. (minceking@truepunk.com) 
SEE YOU. IN HELL and GRIDE are 


planning to tour together in the second : 
half of April 2003 (from 16.4. till 30.4.). : 
We plan to attack the following countries : 
with our ear-piercing fucked up noise — : 


: hardcore/power violence trio coming from a 
Italy and: 


Germany, France, Spain, 
Switzerland. Write me down for more 
details or if you can help out. Split tape 


touch. GRIDE will finally start recording 
for the long planned (really long - for 3 or 
4 years already?!) full LP in January. It is 


name during all 
November SEE YOU IN HELL toured 


Czech gigs. 
X-WING is new fast SXE HC band from 


Prag and Teplice w/BALACLAVA : 
bassplayer ES singing _ here. 
Influenced bit by 


Anarchists). 
DESPAIR from Slovakia 
(xsagvantofux@yahoo.com, 
wing.webpark.cz) 


THEMA 11 came back from their ill-fated } 7 
> German/Dutch mini-tour (cancelled gigs, } 
: car crash, stolen passport etc.), better luck f[ 
> next time! Check out their split 7” w/CAN 
> THRASH CAN on Austrian 


‘(rave666 


: PAZ| SNAJPER from my hometown of Brno } 
‘ are right now conquering the far away lands 


Impregnate Records has few new : of Latvia, Lithuania and Poland on their 10 


j they should mix their full 7” 


PLAGUE RAGES. 


ULCERRHOEA/CARNAL. DIAFRAGMA - KEVORKIAN did one month European tour 
: everywhere just before the tour their first full 
> length CD/LP “Relief Through Scream” 
-came_ out. 


Czech course) — if this sounds like your thing, 


: They devastated many on this year’s 
: Obscene Extreme Fest with their old school 


: Please note that | published only the e-mail 
: addresses here to save my time and RTB's 
OUTLAST/MAINSTRIKE, but with heavy : 
political stance (Some of the members : 
are involved in Federation of Social : 
Demo out, split 7” w/IN : 

planned. / FILIP FUCHS, GROHOVA 39, 602 00 
WWW.X- ; 


this will be = 
probably called “Dying Alive/Living Dead” : 
and taking a part are following 10 bands : 


Spinnic | 
Records, if you are a fan of dark emo HC. } 
@ $6 2-n-aem ez 44 
http://thema11.czechcore.cz) 


days tour together with anarcho folk punx | 
TERRA RIOT (from Brno as well). In Poland 
in POST 
REGIMENT guys studio it should be 
released in Germany next year. They play 


vocals. 


back in September almost 


playing 
Brutal metalcore w/JUDAS 
PRIESTS cover (“Breaking The Law” of 


check it out. 


G.O.R.E. are coming from the Ostrava city 
TUMOUR, DISFIGURED CORPSE etc.). 


grind ala first 2 NAPALM DEATH LP's. 
(buryzone@seznam.cz) 
NESOUCAST STROJE -_ extreme AVA AAAS ielohs 


village near Prag, heavy political lyrics, | 


: guess demo out. We played together when is m4 ‘| 


dag : we toured 
w/some unreleased shit will be released : 


to promote the tour and should be: 
available for pretty cheap price. Get in : PeeeIetinOG HO ESIICe 
: ALAMOGORDO - a new band with some 
: ex-OLD TESTAMENT people (who did 


‘ pretty good split 7” w/BALACLAVA a while 
supposed to be released on French Bad : 


Card label who meanwhile changed it’s : 
the waiting... In: 
> DEMARCHE - crust as fuck w/total punk as 
Czech w/QUATTRO STAGIONI and : 
Slovakia w/THE PUBLIC (both tours : 
went extremely well!), in January we will : 
support the Polish masters of darkness : 
ANTICHRIST and SILENCE for their : 
>the gigs in Czech + other news about 
: Czech HC/punk scene, this web site is in 
: Czech and English as well! 


together with QUATTRO 


STAGIONI and they ruled! 


SAND CRIME 4 


contenu 


Ls akan aa Naliinae 


ago), mosh metal in the H8000 bands way. 
(machetazo@post.cz) 


fuck image, Czech DISCLOSE maybe? 
(vranis@centrum.cz) 


Make sure to check out’ the 
www.czechcore.cz for the actual info about 


space here, but if you need the postal f 
address for anybody listed here get in touch 
with me. 


BRNO, CZECH REP., orba@seznam.cz 


n 
WWW Wcoretexrecords, com 4 
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co Three n new tracks of blistering °° C AR a ab 
Still Available: celfic anarcho~punk. 
<e 3 " * i Be 


a a4 Safe e, 
ge =| % 
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Fu uaim  Catha’ LP 7" -£2.50 All ) Ol POLLOI c/o PO BOX 421 
prices cio 4 

(plus booklet and poster) [pb ¢6.... postpaid EDINBURGH. EH11 1JD. 
SCOTLAND. 


CD -£7 Cheques/POs to "D. Allan" 


The latest REJECTED -eleases 


‘rom Camp Mero... 


FLEAS AND LICE/THE RESTARTS 
ak Cl - ONLY €6PPD (IT PNUK!) 


BLOOD OR WHISKEY 
FIRST CD - €10PPD 


PUGET SOUND NEW THE DAGDA 
FULL LENGTH CO - €l0PP0 NEW FULL LENGTH 
CD - €\0PPD 


PREJECTED RECORDS, PO BOX 6591, DUN LAOGHAIRE, Co. DUBLIN, IRELAND 


‘ | mero32 eircom. net 


VITAMIN X toured here in the UK just recently and 


during their gig in Leeds, | managed to sit down with Marko (guitar) and 


Marc (voice) prior to the gig happening. | didn't know that much about 
VITAMIN X at the time, only having read interviews that they had done in MAXIMUM ROCK'N'ROLL and some other zines and from 


seeing them play at Bradford 1in12 Club the night before where they blew everyone away. So | was excited at getting to see them play 
live again and at getting to talk to them. Live, VITAMIN X are total energy and totally incorporate their politics, opinions into the music 
that they play along with a good sense of humour. You can tell they really enjoy playing this thing called hardcore punk. This 
conversation occurred in the gig room itself and they certainly have plenty to say!! Personally, | can only recommend that you make the 
effort to check these folk out both live and on record for sure!!! - \Interview by Steve Hyland. 


RTB: SO JUST A SHORT INTRO, VITAMIN X, WHERE DID YOU START? WHEN DID YOU..BEGIN? » 
Marko: We started out as a three piece in 1996. | was drumming but | was not drumming that well, and then 


we took some friend who also actually never drummed but he started drumming and that was like in 
January/February 1997 and that was when the band really started. We got shows really quickly. 
Marc: March we play first show. 

Marko: Yeah, only after one or two months... 

RTB: WAS THAT IN AMSTERDAM? 


Marko: Yes. 
RTB: SO WHAT WAS THE PUNK SCENE LIKE THERE AT THAT TIME THEN? 


Marko: There was an uprising at that time, lots of bands“at the Same moment. It went up 
and up in the next two years until 1999/2000, and then went down again (laughter). 
RTB: DID YOU MAINLY TOUR HOLLAND AT THE TIME? 

Marc: Yeah, we play a lot of shows in Holland at the time and we did our first show in 


March 1999. 
Marko: We went to Scandinavia and in December '99 we did an East European 


tour... 
Marc: ...well, not only an East European tour, we did like Switzerland and Italy 

also and then went into Eastern Europe. 

Marko: ...but in the first two years like '98/'99, we mainly did shows in 

Netherlands, Belgium and Germany. 

RTB: SO HOW DID YOU ALL MEET EACH OTHER? WERE YOU ALL 

FRIENDS BEFORE THE BAND? 

Marko: Well, the first guitar player was working at this venue in 

Amsterdam and he knew Marc 'cos Marc was going there and this 
guitar player, he is like one of my best friends, so yeah, he asked 
me to join... 

Marc: ...and | had a friend to join and we started out... 

Marko: ...yeah, but | was already a friend 
ten years with that guy but he's not in the 
band anymore. 

RTB: WERE ANY OF THE EARLY 
MEMBERS ON: ANY OF THE 
EARLY RECORDINGS OR NOT? 
Marko: No, no. The only band 
members on this 7" (see 
Commitment 7")... 

Marc: ...we had one 7" 
before that but it's sold 
out. 


Marko: 
Alex... 
Marc: ...since ‘99... 
Marko: ...yeah, since 
'99, the first two years 
were really ‘kind of a 
joke; we were .not 
really serious. 

RTB: WERE YOU A 
STRAIGHT-EDGE 
BAND THEN? 

Marko: We were not 
a hard-line straight- 
edge band. We were 
playing in_ straight- 
edge shows” with 
other _ straight-edge 
bands but... 

Marc: ...but we were 
always like the black 
sheep of the scene. 
We were too punk for 
them and we don't 
have the fancy 
clothes and we don't 
have lyrics about straight-edge and have. too political subjects 
y'know. 

Marko: On our second 7" we have this lyric about the legalisation 
of drugs... 

Marc: ...which is really touchy for a lot of straight-edgers. 

RTB: 1! WAS GONNA ASK YOU ABOUT THAT BECAUSE 
HOLLAND'S ALWAYS HAD QUITE LIBERAL VIEWS ON 
DRUGS BUT IN YOUR OPINION, WOULD IT BE BETTER TO 
LEGALISE ALL DRUGS OR DO YOU THINK IT WOULD BE 
BETTER TO KEEP DRUGS OUTLAWED? 

Marko: Well, | mean... 

RTB: DO YOU THINK IN THE FUTURE.... 

Marko: Yeah, for sure. Soft drugs like marijuana, they need to be 
legalised for sure, | mean that's even less danger than alcohol. 
I've never heard about somebody driving a car and _ killing 
somebody which smoked a joint... 

Marc: ...or making people aggressive... 

Marko: ...but alcohol has killed a lot of people through drunk 
driving. It is much more dangerous. 

RTB: DO YOU THINK THAT WILL EVER HAPPEN IN 
HOLLAND, THE LEGALISATION OF DRUGS? 

Marc: Well, it's kind of... 

Marko: Well let me finish the question (laughter from all). So soft 
drugs need to be legalised for sure but hard drugs, it's a different 
story but | think also they need to be legalised but most of all it 
needs to be regulated and people 
need to be informed about... 


...but the main line-up that it is now, that's Marc and 


RTB: ...WHAT DRUGS DO TO 
PEOPLE... 
Marko: ...yeah, the dangers. Like 


how it is now, people don't know 
anything. about drugs in other 
countries, like people are curious, 
they want to check it out, and | mean 
if you check out crack one time you 
are addicted and in the Netherlands 
people know a lot more about drugs. 
It is not attractive at all because you 
can get joints anywhere. : 

Marc: Yeah, ok, but look, hard drugs 
itself...Marko says actually then that 
the solution is education. | would like 
also to say with our song, and our 
lyrics with this song, that governments 
are spending money for stupid drug 
wars. We don't use this money for 
education and other programmes 
y'know and unless this changes more 
people are going to get attracted and 
addicted to drugs 'cos everything that is illegal is attracting more 
people and of course like a lot of young people are depressed and 


like looking for solutions and drugs are there - anyone who wants 
to find drugs will. 

Marko: There will be always be people who use drugs whether it 
is legal or not; the amount of people - there are tests that show 
that the amount of people who are using drugs will be the same 
whether it is legal or not; the proof is in the Netherlands itself. 
Soft drugs are legal but the rate of users of soft drugs is the 
lowest in the world. Why is that? Because they.are legal and you 
can see it also in the United States when they forbid alcohol in the 
1920s, the rate of alcohol addiction went up, the rate of crime 
went up like Al Capone and all those people, and after ten years, 
they had to make alcohol legal again because they just couldn't 
keep it up. 

RTB: SO IS STRAIGHT-EDGE FOR YOU A POLITICAL THING 
AS WELL AS BEING SOMETHING FOR YOU PERSONALLY? 
Marko and Marc: Both. 

Marc: ...and the point why it is a personal thing for me is that for 
me that | am not bothering people with my own views, like almost 
all my friends are not straight-edge and | don't give a damn about 
that but on the other hand | see it as a political choice that | am 
not consuming specific products like tobacco or alcohol and that 
| am not supporting this industry and | can go on and on about 
why it is a political choice but | like to keep it as a personal choice 
because all these anti-straight-edge things, people say straight- 
edge is a horrible thing, like some kind of sect or whatever... 
RTB: ...yeah... 
Marko: ...we are 
from Amsterdam, 
my girlfriend 
drinks alcohol and 
smokes and | am 
straight-edge and 
as long as she 
respects me and | 
respect her there 
is no problem at 
all. | am not 
different than any 
other people and | 
am not better than 
any other people. 
Marc: We always 
try to make this 
point that being 
drug free is not 
making anybody 
a better person. | 
mean there are 
arseholes in... 
Marko: ...both scenes... 

Marc: ...so our whole point with keeping VITAMIN 
X a straight-edge band is showing people that 
straight-edge is part of the punk and hardcore 
scene... 

RTB: ...NOT A SEPERATE GENRE... 

Marc: ...yeah, we are all the same and we can 
have our own choice 'cos back in the early '80s, 
especially in England with all the Oi! Bands, there 
was all the drinking and uuurrrgghh, and at the 
same time in America there was MINOR THREAT 
and other bands... 

Marko: ...like nowadays there is a separation 
between straight-edge and non-straight-edge... 
Marc: ...but they were punk... 

Marko: ...in those days MINOR THREAT played 
with the most drunk bands, the most druggie 
bands whatever and they were the biggest 
friends... 

Marc: ...and now there is... 

Marko: ...and nobody mentioned also, for 
example in reviews that they are straight-edge and 
that they are youth crew. Like nowadays in reviews 
or interviews, also with VITAMIN X, the only thing 
they talk about is straight-edge. ! mean | don't 
understand why because it is not important at all. 

Marc: | think it is not important at all. There are way more 


important things in your life... 

Marko: ...and we are already are not talking about straight-edge 
anymore in our lyrics since our first 7" which is like five years 
ago... 

Marc: which was also done in a sarcastic way, y'know what | 
mean? It was called 'straight-edge crew’. 

Marko: and | don't know what to do to get rid of... 

Marc: ...crossed kids and straight-edge kids who were all the 
time phoning us and talking shit about us. 

RTB: SO WHERE DID THE NAME VITAMIN X COME FROM 
THEN? 

Marc: Name right? It was a joke right? Like lets make up 
something ridiculous y'know. Our old guitarist came up with that 
name, VITAMIN X. 

Marko: The band started like a joke. 

RTB: YOU DIDN'T REALISE IT WOULD GET THIS FAR? 
Marko: | started drumming, I'm not a drummer, it was just a joke 
but before we knew it we were playing live, so yeah, if we would 
have known this then.... 

RTB: ...YOU PROBABLY WOULDN'T HAVE STARTED! (ALL 
LAUGH) 


Marko: ...no, we would have taken a different name or 
something... 

Marc: ...(laughing) we would have been more serious in the 
lyrics.’ 


RTB: SO HOW COME YOU CHOOSE TO SING IN 
ENGLISH RATHER THAN DUTCH 
THEN? IS THERE 
A N Y 
REASON 
FOR IT? 
Marc: The 
main 
reason why 
are lyrics 
are in 
English is 
because we 
are avery 
international 
band except 
for Marko who is the 
only real Dutch person’in the band. | 
came from Serbia originally. | came in '93 because of the war, 
Alex came from Russia who also is a refugee, and Paulo, he is 
from Italy and he is still living in Italy. He just joined the band 
about 5 months ago and he is coming and playing shows with us 
from time to time. 

Marko: But our first drummer was from Finland. 

Marc: All the time we have international members so it is only 
language that we actually understand each other! 

RTB: JUST GETTING BACK TO POLITICS A LITTLE BIT, 
HOW HAVE THINGS CHANGED- SINCE THE 
ASSASSINATION OF PIM FORTYN (EX RIGHT WING 
POLITICAL ELECTION CANDIDATE) 

Marko: Alex can answer that - (Alex joins conversation) 

Alex: Am | the only one who says anything smart? (laughter). 
What has changed politically? Well, the right-wing were already 
on the rise before the assassination but what has happened 
because of the assassination is that they got an even bigger 
vote. This new party, | wouldn't call them fascists but they're not 
the usual right-wing centre party, they are somewhere in- 
between | would say, some lean to the right-wing side and some 
to the ... 

RTB: ...CENTRE-RIGHT... 

Marko: Yeah, but they've also some extreme left-wing ideas... 
Alex: | don't think so... 

Marko: ...at least for Pim Fortyn but now he's dead... 

Alex: | don't think he had any left-wing ideas. 

Marko: Well, he was for the legislation of drugs. 

RTB: YEAH, | MEAN IN THIS COUNTRY (UK), THEY 
IDENTIFIED HIM AS BEING A LIBERAL RIGHT-WING 
LEADER. LIKE HIS IDEAS ON HOMOSEXUALITY, HIS 
IDEAS ON DRUGS, THEY WEREN'T SEEN AS YOUR 
TYPICAL RIGHT-WING... 

Alex: ...but you can see it as a liberal idea y'know that people 


should be free y'know and everybody should be left, there 
should be no government involvement, the free market should 
be left. We have now Minister of Economics, he wants to market - 
now our values and norms | guess, is that how you translate? 
Marko: Ideals? 

Alex: Yeah, ideals, he says we need to bring back traditional 
ideals but, values, yes, but how he wants to do it is, you can sell 
anything, so you have to market. He used to be the owner of the 
biggest CD producing company in Holland. He is a multi- 
millionaire. 

RTB: LIKE PIM FORTYN? 

Alex: No, Pim Fortyn was also a very rich man and you can see 
very easily from his class background where his politics are 
coming from. 

Marko: | don't know how they call it in English, the New 
Secretary of Economics, something like that... 

RTB: | KNOW WHAT YOU MEAN. 

Marko: ...not Foreign Minister but Economic Treasury. 

Alex: Yeah, that guy just said so many stupid things already in 
three and a half months they've been in power. | called him the 
new Cabinet Bentley... 

RTB: AS IN THE CAR? 

Alex: Yeah, the government said 
we'll give you a new 


Mercedes or BMW to 
drive to work but he thought it was too 
much of a low thing so he got himself a Bentley but he had 
a two door Bentley, so he thought it was kind of stupid that every 
time he step out of the back door in front of the camera. So what 
did he do? He got himself another four door Bentley and that 
stands for our whole new fucking Government. It's Government 
for and by the rich and they don't give a fuck about anybody. | 
think what you see already now is that | saw a poll done by TV, 
3 months to now after they've come to power, 75% of those 
people say they won't vote for that party again because they are 
just as bad as... . 
RTB: ...BECAUSE THEY WANTED CHANGE... 

Alex: ...yeah and they were angry with the Government before 
and yeah, there was not a clear left-wing alternative and the left- 
wing alternative that were there, they were trying to go with this 
whole racist thing on Muslim people and what Pim Fortyn said 
and this is not the way forward in saying that immigrants are not 
the problem but that the big companies are the problem, the 
cutbacks are the problem, they just went with him (the left-wing) 
and saying like there is a problem with the Muslims. 

Marko: Scapegoats 

RTB: JUST CHANGING THE SUBJECT A LITTLE BIT, HOW 
DID YOU FIND THE TOUR IN AMERICA? WHAT WAS THAT 
LIKE? 

Alex: To be honest, we expected nothing the first time we went 
there. We knew some other European bands that went there 
and got nothing but the American crowds being really arrogant 
and not wanting to see European bands and so we went there 
and thought we're going to play and see some really good 
bands, we're going to be drive around and see America, it's 
going to be an expensive vacation, we're going to lose money. 
So we went there and it was really fucking good. The best tour 
you've ever had in your life as far as I'm concerned. We saw 
some nice bands, so many nice people, it was just great. 

RTB: WAS IT QUITE A BIG D.I.Y SCENE THERE? 

Alex: Yeah, half the shows we played were basement shows or 
in somebody's living room and that was actually the best. 

RTB: DOES THAT DIFFER MUCH FROM HOLLAND? 


Alex: Yeah, well there are no sort of basements. There are squats you mostly play in. 
RTB: ARE ANY OF YOU INVOLVED IN THE SQUAT SCENE? 

Alex: No, we don't live in squats. We live in usual home. 

RTB: IS THE SQUAT SCENE UNDER THREAT THERE IN HOLLAND? 

Alex: Over the past couple of years, they've shut down on really lot of squats. They've really done their best to fuck us up. There was 
this really big squat with 250 people living there and there was a riot for two days in town because they were shutting it down and in the 
end they did but they're trying more and more to shut down squats so it is not very strong. 

RTB: SO WHAT NEXT FOR THE BAND? 

Alex: Well, we're going to Sweden for a short tour. We're playing for DS-13 and E.T.A.'s last show. We've been invited to play there so 
we said of course and in the end of December we might do a short tour of Europe and in April we're going to Brazil. That's the plan. 
RTB: REALLY!!!! 

Alex: Yeah, that's really something we never expected to happen. Playing CBGB (New York) is already a dream but going to Brazil is 
completely insane! 

RTB: SO HOW DID THAT HAPPEN? 

Alex: Well somehow we got in contact with from RATOS DE PORAO 

Marko: His band offered to put us up. 

Alex: Do you want me to release your stuff here? 

Marko: ...and organise a tour... 

Alex: ...and we're like........ GREAT!! and we got in contact with another guy in a band called SICK TERROR who's a really nice 
guy. 

Marko: It happened a lot of times this way that people e-mail us. 

Alex: The funny thing is we were thinking of going to Brazil and by the time we started thinking we got this e-mail and its like 
“what's this?" "How does this happen?" and the same with the States. Maybe we should release our first LP in the States 
and then UNDERESTIMATED RECORDS got in contact with us and we got lucky somehow. 


ae 


RTB: ANYTHING ELSE YOU'D LIKE TO SAY? VITAMIN X : 
_, Alex: Last things? Start more good bands. Marko c/o VX, Rustenburgerstraat 302 (1) 
je M See Sepitatiens 1073 GM Amsterdam, The Netherlands. 
»\\ RTB: THANKS!!! tee tde 
a xvitaminxx@yahoo.com 


a 
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VP xe ease 


www.geocities.com/vitaminxhc 


» 
Fa, tc ae 


Ye want peace, but everytime we put up the peaceesign, our fingers 
get blown off. It seems as if peace is just impossible. Why? It's 
time to make the connection. The same people who stand to gain 
from #eextendings war are perpetuating the global economic condi« 
tions that foster war and terrorism. Capitalism propels war, and 
war protects capital. 
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full color 
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Japanese H/C, 1td CD format edition alse avail. 
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4new rippers — meaner than ever. available thru 
mailorder directly from deranged only. one time 
press of 500 copies — it's now or never... 


Torente long-hairs put their best two tracks to 
wax. superbly executed thrask metal. press of 500 


DS—L3 nobody will...'cv 
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No idea (US) 
Shellshock (UK) 


UK + Japanese Punk/Hardcore 


| There are MP3's on the website so why not have a listen? 
Hectic Japanese punk. 


FYP, Minutemen, The Registrators and 
ska-less Op Ivy all come to mind. 
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OUT NOW: 
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TO WHAT END? and the history.. Ep 
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‘giant letter more than 200 meters in length, which contained proposals 


From the rural men and women of Ecuador, to our friends throughout the world: 
THE FE TAA: BENEATH THE SILENCE, BENEATH THE SHOUTING 


mountains, through cities and communities, | remember 

f nous and campesino, or small farmer, move- 
“Another America is Possibie!” andar 

to free trade, writes by the Indiane and 


campesinos of Southern Ecuador. 


We shouted, we sang, we ran. Not our lips, but our hearts chanted, “Y no queremos y no nos da la gana de ser una Colonia 
Norteamericana, y si queremos y si nos da la gana de ser America Latina, libre y soberana “(We don’t want to be a North 
American colony! and we DO want to be Latin America, sovereign and free!). From the podium we spoke, the small farmers 
and indigenous people of the nation and the continent. We told them “You were bom in cradles of gold and you steal the peo- 
ples’ wealth, and so you.don’t feel our suffering.” We shouted at them, “With the FTAA will come more pain for our children 
and the children of our children.” 


To Bob Zoellick, the U.S. Trade Representative, a U.S. citizen yelled, from his seat, “Never again can you claim that the people 


~~ of Latin America are begging for free trade, because today the civil society of the hemisphere has unequivocally rejected the 
i 


FTAA and the neoliberal economic mode 


Accompanying him was another gringo who shouted, “I am a U.S. citizen and | am ashamed at what you are doing in my 
name, pushing the FTAA, which will create misery and poverty throughout Latin America and will also hurt many North 
Americans.” 


In front of us were many of the 34 economic and foreign ministers of the continent, including the U.S. Trade Representative. 


i And there were also many empty seats (because some of the ministers had refused to meet with civil society grour ), I didn’t 
op oeknow which were more inert: the empty seats or the ministers,They_sat in silence, despite the cry ef SNO to the FEAA!” that 


What lay beneath that silence? Maybe they thought about how to bring us to our knees, or perhaps how to silence the 
who said No to the FTAA, or, who knows, maybe they thought about how, by way of vengeance, to speed up the fires 
Plan Colombia, Plan Dignidad, Plan Puebla Panam, and the Andean Regional Initiative inorder to enrich the bigae 
tionals. Maybe they even thought about how to make laws that would condemn us as terrorists, although we have neithe 
Whaat lay beneath the shouting? It was clear: we saw the hopes and dreams of our communities and villages; we sa¥ 
dour and beauty of our fields, alpine meadows, and mountains. With joy we saw all of you, thousands, perhaps who, 

ithout being here, were nonetheless with us. We rejoiced to know that the people of North America and the world are bound 
forever to the people of Ecuador and Latin America. 


Finally, we want to tell you the following: they will try to sign the FTAA, to privatise our oil, just as they will our mountains, 

but we the boas of Amazonia will continue to work magic, we the condors of the Andes will continue flying free until we are 

able to build a New Country, a New América, a New Democracy. Those boas and those condors are all of you, and they are all 
of us, and together we form the seeds of a new world. = 


Now and Forever, 


oe ee Farm ‘Social Sect as fee 
det Seguro Campesino de Ecuador) 


THE F,T,A.A. 
BENEATH THE SILENCE, 
BENEATH THE SHOUTING 


I’d tried to find out more about the FTAA and campaigns against it 
without much luck before Si and I left England for 12 months travelling 
through Peru, Ecuador and Bolivia. I was sure there’d be some kind of 
campaign going on that I could get involved in, but it wasn’t until we 
arrived in Lima and met some anarcho punkers that we found out there 
was the next FTAA ministerial meeting and of course huge protests 
against it in 6 weeks time in. Quito, Ecuador. We arrived in Quito the 
beginning of October planning to get involved in the antiALCA (Area 
Libre de Comercio de las Americas) preparations and although we had no 
sure contacts soon found some folks involved in the protest, working with 
Ecuadorians on various campesino rights projects such as 
CONFEUNASSC-CNC (Confederacisn Nacional de Afiliados al Seguro 
Social Campesino/National Federation for Campesino Social Security), 
CONAIE (Confederacisn de Nacionalidades Indigenas del 
Ecuador/Confederation of Indigenous Nationalities of Ecuador), and 
Accion Ecologica. Many faces became familiar friends, from 
northamericans here on work or study placements, internationals 
travelling or just here for the demos, people setting up indymedia here and 
others who had come as part of latinamerican social programmes. We tried 
to help out wherever possible despite bad spanish, banner making and a 
stickercampaign to plaster the city with grammatically dubious antiALCA 
slogans! After failing to comprehend the legal observer meetings we 
hooked up with the ‘bienvenidos committee’ to set up an info centre for 
foreigners coming to Quito for the demos to give out maps and info on 
legal stuff, accomodation and the various groups involved. Meetings were 
going on constantly in the CONFEUNNASC-CNC building where the 
indymedia office had been set up, and in the universities. Dozens of 
people had been preparing for this event for months and were working 
through the night on the antiALCA campaign, but information was 
everchanging and coordination sparse. Coordination is somewhat 
idealistic at times like this I guess. 

However motives and objectives really needed to be clearer for us to be 
an effective force preventing the ministerial meetings going ahead. The 
anarchists were pretty elusive, though we met some great people at the 
little punk club Skondite, they were more involved in propaganda and 
didn’t have any real plans for direct action. One group RADAK (Red 
Autonoma Desobediente Anti-Kapitalista/Anti-capitalist Disobedient 
Autonomous Network) who had formed for the purpose of direct action 
disbanded after their meetings got hijacked and their intentions criticised 
by NGO and socialist types. Other than those involved in indymedia this 
really seemed to turn out to be more of an NGO effort than anything else. 
A ‘Hemispheric Meeting of Reflection and Exchange’ had been organised 
by AlcaNunca a pressure group affiliated with CONFEUNNASC-CNC 
for the 27th to the 30th, consisting of debate upon debate, panels and 
workshops covering the many ways in which the FTAA is going to fuck 
up peoples’ lands, livelihoods, cultures and communities - all well and 
good except it coincided with the times when we all needed to be on the 
streets in my opinion. As far as the indigenous organisations went, I had 
expected a lot more aggression and assertion of their rights, considering 
the rural communities are those who will be most explicitly affected by 
the FTAA. There were four caravans travelling from the north, south, east 
and west from the 23rd onwards. Friends who joined them said it was an 
amazing experience, with the caravans stopping before each town and 
marching in, chanting and flagwaving, having a small demo in the town 
centre followed by assemblies to discuss the implications of the FTAA and 
mobilising more people to join them in the taking of Quito on the 30th. 
Plenty were mobilised, however maybe the fatal qualities of the FTAA 
remain too abstract (for example in comparison with dollarisation that 
occured here a couple of years ago, in which it was obvious how prices 
would rise and the national independence would be depleted), because 
when it came to it people were’t exactly fighting for their lives, 
considering the FTAA constitutes the corporate colonisation of Latin 
America and the Caribbean, leading to certain empoverishment and 
environmental destruction. The whole protest seemed to be very much in 
the spirit of “symbolic action” and to be fair, no matter how pertinent 
song, dance, drama and costume are to indigenous daily life, it doesn’t 
mean shit to the ministers of trade from each of the signatory countries 
meeting along with assorted dodgy personalities (such as the Director 
General of WTO, Sec General of OEA (Organizacion de los Estados 
Americanos/Organisation of American States), President of BID (Banco 
Interamericano de Desarrollo/Interamerican Bank of Development), Sec 
General of CEPAL (Comision Economica para America Latina y el 
Caribe/Economic Commision for Latin America and the Caribbean)..) in 
the Marriot and the Swiss Hotel, the two huge conference room 
complexes where the ministerial and business meetings (involving some 


| FR MOCLUN 


http:/ecuador.indymedia.org/ 


C.M. 


Centro de Medios Independientes 


800 businesspeople)respectively were taking place. They whiled away 48 
hours or so making god knows what kind of fucked up decisions in there 
while we pounded the streets outside not even being able to get near. 


27th October 

A muggy Sunday in the park was the site of a well organised benefit gig 
to kick off the campaign, 4 punk bands on the stage and a local hero of a 
political folk singer in the Pk Arbolito, a traditional meeting place for 
demos and social protests. This was a big event in a red tape city where 
failure to produce permits and various documents often puts a stop to gigs. 
All went off well, cops hanging about but not harrassing anyone. Plenty 
of people speaking out against the FTAA too and several little stalls with 
different groups giving out their antiALCA material and selling tshirts. It 
started at 10.30am though! how strange, and we were all leaving by 2pm. 
Strict time restrictions on the permit I gather. 


28th October 

The ministers had arrived the night previous and were starting business 
meetings today at the Swiss Hotel, so a cheerful group of anarchists went 
up there and dropped their trousers for the cameras revealing a little latin 
message of disdain for the ministers on their bumcheeks! They left behind 
a street full of grafitti, a circled A’d armoured car, and a long line of idle 
copcars. 


30th October 

It seemed that everyone was waiting for the caravans to arrive in the city 
to begin serious protesting, although the delegates’ meetings had already 
begun. One of the caravans had been due to arrive today but had held of 
to converge with the others and take the city together. Also there had been 
some rumours about disputes between two. of the. larger campesino 
political organisations who had initiated the caravans, FENOCIN 
(Federacion Nacional de Organizaciones Campesino, Indigena y 
Negras/National Federation of Campesino, Indigenous and Black 
Organizations) and CONFEUNNASC-CNC - some kind of typically 
political power relation bickering to do with who was the most important, 
who was the more radical, and who got quoted most on indymedia.. 


However there was a womens action outside McDonalds in the morning 
so we headed over that way to join with them in a human chain around the 
sacred cow and some kind of trouserburning excercise. An uptight 
security guard took a fire extinguisher to them and the cops turned up to 
remain outside the building for days protecting the place! There were 
some funny photos of them all dolled up in military gear hanging out with 
the lifesize Ronald in the forecourt. We never made it there anyway as we 
got caught up in another caffufle outside the Swiss Hotel. The cops had 
long since established a line circling the hotel 2 or 3 blocks either side but 
a group of a few hundred kids mostly students had had a good go at 
breaking it and been answered with tear gas and two rather hesitant 
armoured trucks. Two women had been beaten by cops as they tried to 
break through but weren’t arrested in the finish. The trucks shunted back 
and forth to protect the line while everyone was furiously digging up the 
pavement and throwing smashed up slabs at them. People got braver 
advancing on the trucks to stick their student flags in the grates and then 
climbing on and bashing the little windows with rocks, an awesome sight! 
More teargas ensued although it wasn’t too heavy and didn’t stop the rock 
pelting until a watercannon turned up followed by two cop pick up trucks 


and one unmarked that sped up and back down the street with a 
plainsclothes cop in the back shooting into the air. I] guess that was their 
idea of a warning and everyone melted away. We headed down to the Pk 
Arbolito to see if any of the people off the caravans had arrived, and found 
a few hundred people gathered watching some traditional dancing and 
applauding the solidarity messages of representatives from groups from 
Chile, Argentina, Peru, Columbia and Europe. But the rain started and the 
soundsystem was packed away with a call to remobilise in the park in the 
morning. 


We had heard there was a march going from our favourite place the punk 
club Skondite so we headed down there, to join up with some mates.and 


a load of banners and flags we had all made to the tune of the Subhumans — 


the day before. There are surprisingly few punk bands in Quito, Ecuador 
as a whole even, a combination of no money for recording or instruments, 
tight laws on music venues, and lack of people interested in organising; 
but the punks we met loved all the same stuff.as us - Sin Dios, Crudos, 
Fun People, Crass and Dead Kennedys to/name a few. After some 
typically Ecuadorian deliberation we got going for the University Central 
to meet up with some others. I think the plan had been to then return to the 
Swiss Hotel, yet when we got to the Uni we found ourselves. preoccupied 
along with a 500 or so strong rabble of marxists, students and anarchists 
in a fullon street fight with the cops again. It was a progressively hard give 


and take game of cat’n mouse, rockthrowing’n teargas that lasted a good 
four hours. The marxists were well up for a ruck proceeding tauntingly 
with their leninist chants and the ariarchist kids were spraypainting - 


everything in sight. A builders truck was stopped and persuaded to dump 


its load of rubble in the street for amo, later a cement mixer was targetted: 


and a few molotovs worth of petrol syphoned off. Meanwhile some 
previously graffittied fencing round a building site was pulled down, (later 
to be reerected turning all the slogans into an angry disorder - - apt?), and 
people started making a barricade. Me and a n.american guy started 
- hauling across a piece of the Uni fence but were told by some ki 
couldn’t use Uni property! turns out the Universities here ar 
‘autonomous’ and safe havens that the cops can’t.enter. More and more 
were retreating into the grounds as the teargas filled the darkening sky. We 


were downwind though, unlucky for the pedestrians on the other side of 


the cop line who were getting it in the neck. HoWever people were going 
about their business as usual, selling fags among the fumes and shouting 
their wares amid the screams and chanting, and suits were dodging the 


missiles and passing through the cops unhindered. After attention turned 
to a couple of cops peeping round the corner of a side street jeering and 


rocklobbing began against them too and soon we were being attacked 
from two sides, the cops even using discarded bits of fence themselves 
and throwing back the rocks. Eventually their reinforcements arrived and 
charged us from a third direction with bigger gas cannisters scattering 
everyone into sidestreets as night fell. It had really been a pretty 
ineffectual limited contact battle, noone arrested or injured, we blocked a 
major road for the afternoon but that hadn’t been the point. 


31st October 

I was kind of hopeful, thinking we’d all be more prepared today with our 
vinegar, goggles, gloves and the various tactics and tools that I assumed 
people had up their sleeves. However it seems I was being ridiculously 
optimistic at what could be achieved with the lack of a serious plan in the 
face of such high security meetings. We were up against 5351 cops after 


all. It was said that we were over 10,000, but it really didn’t feel like it, 
especially because we split into seperate marches along the way. But my 
basic aim was to just get out the front of the Marriot and make our voices 
heard in an effort to disrupt the meetings (there had even been talltalk of 
getting in and ripping up the documents in front of their faces.. as if, 
sadly), after all the point of us being there was to stop the meetings and 
therefore STOP THE FTAA! But I was mistaken in my belief of our 
common goal. It later became clear that the various political campesino 
organisations who had made up the bulk of the caravans not only were 
demanding a pacific march, but it was rumoured had made some kind of 
bargain with the cops that so long as we all remained peaceful some 
indigenous groups’ representatives would be permitted to enter the hotel 
in order tovsay a few words and deliver a 200metre long letter expresssing 


‘the wishes of the rural communities against the FTAA and for their right 


to survive. You can imagine the sympathetic faces in the cocktail lounge. 
Many delegates refrained from being present at this assembly, a small 
concession, which in any. case was denied on the day until the evening of 
the 31st.when all the negotiating was over and done with, and 45 rather 
than the expected 100 were allowed in. This number was even bargained 
up by the leaders of the CONAIE from 2! In the end I think 65 including 
representatives from MST, CONAIE and other indigenous, farmers and 
rural movements aswell as from NGOs, managed to enter the Swiss Hotel 
and confront the’ 34 trade ministers led by US Mr Zoellick, who was 


targetted for representing the Bush administration and embarrassed for his 


inability.to understand Spanish, all the insults having to be translated for 
him! The responce from Heinz Moeller to expressions of rejection of the 
FTAA..and the exclusionary and disrespectful nature of the decision 


‘making process it embodies was a disgustingly cold and dismissive, not to 


mention bizarre remark “the primordial objective is man” -?! 


The day had. ween Eotmistically with various groups of activists arriving 
in the.Arbolito from 8am onwards, lots of good artwork, puppets, drama 


‘and dance and a celebratory and triumphant atmosphere that we had all 


come together with our different backgrounds and single objective. The 
caravans had all arrived, some who had been travelling for over a week to 
be here, people from all over South America and many Europeans also and 
‘gringos contra, ALCA’. We set off from the park a bit late though, 


between 11am and midday, marching through the centre of town escorted 


by cops and helicopters, with a great show of colour, lots of the indigenous 
tainbow flags and many others of campesino groups, and of course a few 
black. Also there was the nonstop chanting corresponding with the 


constant graffitti (generally seen as a pretty risky pastime in Quito) and 


hundreds of banners.....’Sm a la vida NO al ALCA!”....."No queremos, no 
nos da la gana, ser una colonia norteamericana!”...”Sm queremos, y sm 
nos da la gana, Amirica Latina socialista y soberana!”....’"Fuera el 
imperialismo de Ecuador, Bolivia, Argentina, Chile y de toda Amirica 
Latina!”... “Queremos chocho, queremos mamz, transnacionales fueran 
este pams!”....’"Fuera gringos, fuera de aqum, fuera el ALCA y el 


FMI!”...."El pueblo en la calle es la solucion, viva Argentina y la 
revolucion!”...”gringos ALCApones, gobiernos 
ALCAhuetes!”...”Privatizacion + Dollarizacion + Militarizacion = 
ALCA!” 


It was a bit of a slow progress however, people stopping to make small 
speeches and burn plant- material. I was pretty eager to get to the Marriot 
hotel where the meetings were in full swing, indeed only had a few hours 


left to them, and it was a bit concerning that we weren’t all progressing 
together. When we neared the hotel we obviously found ourselves blocked 
off in all directions, yet the lines were thin and could have been broken, a 
single line of cops. Beyond them a block from the hotel was another line 
which didn’t appear any stronger. No fencing whatsoever and only one 
watercannon that I saw. It would only have taken 20 or 30 likeminded 
people to break the line and the conviction of the crowd to follow and 
surround the hotel with the “ring of diversity” that had been talked about. 
Instead the meetings were protected by a ring of camo cops. All the streets 
around are still littered with graffittied slogans agauinst the FTAA, Plan 
Colombia and US imperialism, yet the Marriot stands shiny clean and 
untouched with its huge glass wing and plush lawns. We did nearly break 
the lines twice. The first go followed some joking around with the cops, 
which was the perfect set up as it seemed they thought people were just 
messing about. A gringo had burnt a US flag to the delight of the 
journalists, and someone had painted ALCA on the copshields. Funny how 
you can take the piss out of them much éasier here, they don’t get so 
wound up like english:cops, who are maybe that bit more defensive not 
being allowed to have proper weapons. So a bit of shove and push began 
while a girl was pretending to pose in front of them for a photo, and we 
nearly got past them, but still it was a véry ‘nearly’ experience and we 
were all defeated by the teargas, only a small group in any case with others 
up against other roadblocks. Rock throwing began as usual until the line 
charged us and chased us round the corner onto Colon, another major road 
between the tourist and business districts. So we had that blocked and 
vandalised all day, a bank and a branch of Adecco getting windows kicked 
in. Some people who couldn’t see the relevance of these acts were being 
very critical and even trying to physically stop people, saying that it was 
essential to maintain a pacific atmosphere and that the anarchists were 
worse than the cops! Eventually people regrouped more closely in front of 
another roadblock, where we were called on to sit down in the road - a 
great show of purpose! but this didn’t last long and a few young guys 
managed to climb on the water cannon behind the cop line and proceeded 
to hang banners off it. The vehicle shunted back and forth before driving 
in the direction of the Marriot which could have been good too! More 
shouting, insulting and appealing to the cop line began, asking the 
stonyfaced ones why they were protecting the agents of neoliberalism in 
the hotel who were writing a treaty that was going to profoundly fuck up 
their families, their communities and their country, considering what they 


know dollarisation has done to Ecuador. This wasn’t such a useless 
approach, it seems the cops and the military in particular have quite a 
history of initiating uprisings in South America, generally being made up 
of people from the poorer parts of society; but it wasn’t happening in this 
instance. The crowd slowly got stronger pushing against the line, which 
was really not such an immovable object. Still we were all too shy, and it 
took someone to shout several times “mas presion!” before we really went 
for it and even then we weren’t backed up. Some pretty heavy volleys of 
teargas scattered us completely just at the moment we were about to break 
through, leaving dozens of people running blindly, its a wonder more 
weren’t injured, and there were very few medics about. Also“it so 
happened that one of the caravans had._just arrived in Colon and their 
political leaders got gassed and hit by cannisters. Also three or four 
children were asphixiated in their mothers’ arms as they marched. It was 
rumoured that one had died, which sent a lot of confusion and depression 
into the crowd in such a way that we didn’t make any more attempts 
against the line and instead marched away, stopping more traffic and 
graffittiing more slogans, most people disorientated instead of angry. 
Another thing | don’t understand is some people for example from 
Indymedia who get behind the lines with their journalist passes and then 
do nothing but take photos. There are plenty of mainstream journalists at 
times like this, they were in the perfect position to attack or distract the 
cops from behind, weaken the line and get the crowd through. All in all 
with more forethought it could have been easy. Backup cops were running 
from block to block following the mass of people but they appeared pretty 
illequipped for a riot and I’m sure we could have taken them on. I bet the 
cops and the delegates alike couldn’t believe their luck that day. So there’s 
been a lot of criticism going back and forth, campesinos saying that the 
destruction of property was wrong and that they had wanted a peaceful 
protest which got hijacked by anarchists, even saying they were the cause 
of people getting injured by cop teargas. Also there was criticism from 
foreigners who said the campesinos shouldn’t have come expecting no 
aggression at a protest as big as this, and should have been more aware of 
likely police reactions and not brought their kids, also that they should 
have been more aware of the “antiglobalisation” aspect of the protest. The 
thing is most internationals present (myself included) were not in the 
country solely for the demos but for study or work placements also and 
many | spoke to asserted they weren’t going to do anything to get arrested 
and jeopardise their other commitments here. Therefore maybe people 


didn’t go as far as they otherwise might have done in their native countries 
where risk of deportation and lack of knowledge about police procedure 
isn’t such an overriding concern that makes foreign ‘non-passive’ 
protesters even more passive than those that are, in effect bystanders. So 
it seemed something of a conflict of the ways in which peole wanted to 
protest aswell as a conflict in itself. 


Ist November 
So this was the day when the delegates were signing the documents they’d 


been negotiating over the last few days and was therefore just as important ' 


if not more than the previous day. Yet when we turned up to the meeting 
point for another march to the Marriot, there were only about 50 people 
there. Apparently a lot of ¢ campesinos and indigenous groups had left town 
that morning and others were attending an ‘Asamblea Continental de los 
Pueblos’ i Jniversity Salisiana. Some had said that rather than this 
being a crucial time for the mobilisation it was merely the day “when the 
anarchists get their arses kicked on their own’”,.so others were also 
discouraged from participating. One day of unsuccessful protest had been 
enough to placate everyone, pretty..disheartening..Some socialist types 
started suggesting we all take to the buses to inform people of what was 
going on, at that very minute! in the Marriot, (instead of going there and 
trying to stop it). I guess | was again being idealistic. Many people were 
concerned about the security of a march without a permit (necessary here 
to make public demonstratiomlegal and ensure there is no-police brutality) 
and with such a small number. 


However the bus idea was ignored and we. all started walking towards the 
Marriot but only. to walk past it shouting and on towards the Swiss Hotel 
and the University in order. to mobilise more people from the Asamblea. 
We managed to double our size but. many. were. still concerned about 
safety and so it was decided to carry out a “symbolic action” outside a 
supermarket or a petrol.station, stopping traffic to the support of car horns 
and spraypainting banks. and’ buses, along the way. A petrol sation got 
invaded and graffitied but it became apparent that we had been joined by 
a couple of ‘journalists’ and then three vans full of cops swang by so 
people started to split up. Some went into a shopping centre shouting and 
flagwaving and were followed out by about five more photographers 
along with a known undercover cop, so that put a stop to things really, 
what would have been an anticlimax had it not been so predictable by this 
time. It’s been a disappointment for me as I had such misconceptions of 
this being a really strong stand against the FTAA after hearing about 
Ecuador and Latinamerica in general having such a history of popular 
protest and social uprisings (CONAIE actually led an indigenous uprising 
to overthrow the president a few weeks after he agreed to the 
implementation of dollarisation in Ecuador), and I’m finding it hard to be 
reconciled by the fact that it was a huge mobilisation of people from all 
classes and cultures of Ecuador and the world demonstrating their 
opposition to the FTAA - because at the end of the day the meetings went 
ahead unchallenged. It is pretty depressing considering this was one of the 
few chances for us to physically prevent the progression of the FTAA, 
which is going to be so destructive in such a farreaching and irreversible 
way and on so many levels. Now we have just a couple more years to 
work on the outright rejection of this plan. Protests like this have acquired 
the image of just displays of discontent, and I think realistically we need 
to be stronger than that. 


0-22, 2001 - - 3rd Summit of ie ‘Americas, Quebec City, 
eadlines set to complete FIAA pegoaioe aed 
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some websites for more info 


www.ecuador.indymedia.org 
www.accionecologica.org 
www.stopftaa.org 
www.movimientos.org/noalca 
www.americanlands.org 
www.globalexchange.org/ftaa 
www.tradewatch.org 


| ALCA: AREA DE LIBRE COMERCIO DE LAS AMERICAS? 
*LIBRE" SOLO PARA ELLOS. IPARA NOSOTROS MISERIA 


‘Restructuring and Resistance - 


| was rather overwhelmed by ‘Restructuring and Resistance’. With 
77 chapters, 566 pages and a wide and diverse assortment of 
contributors, it's taken me quite some time to digest. Essentially, 
the book attempts to analysis and deconstruct the issues 
surrounding Western European integration within its wider context 
of increasing economic globalisation. The book outlines both the 
‘bigger picture’ of processes which has furthered a multitude of 
social, environmental and political injustices, inequalities and 
extremes over the last 25 years or so, and specific examples of 
struggle against this process. “Restructuring and Resistance’ 
focuses on people and changing social relations..rather than 
abstract theory and the whole host of financial institutions (e:g7 EU, 
IMF, WTO...) and their technical operating mechanisms, 
documenting specific struggles against the encroaching global 
order. Every chapter in ‘Restructuring and Resistance’ is therefore 
written by individuals directly involved at a grassroots level in real- 
world actions of resisting certain manifestations of the rise in power 
of corporate interests, which makes the book particularly 
refreshing, avoiding the overly academic approach of other books 
examining the same sympfoms and processes. 


‘Restructuring and Resistince’ paints a fairly unique picture as. ie 
how social, political and economic relations across Western Europe 
are changing as part of the European integration agenda, 

illustrating this restructuring as a fundamentally conflictual: and 
unstable process, which actually opens an array of possibilities 
opportunities for the ‘anti-capitalist movement’. 


To give a sample of a few of the issues examined 
and Resistance’... the book rightly places’ 
global and historical context, the 


contradictions surrounding the res 
former Yugoslavia by the EU an 
reaction force; the environmen’ 


Diverse Voices of rule in Western Europe’ 
— Edited and compiled by Kolya Abramsky 


unfortunate, making me feel a 


I’m all for the argument that to 
effectively challenge this new 
global order, we need to 
understand these processes 
involved. ‘Restructuring and 
Resistance’ can be seen as 
one of many tools to enable 
us to do this. However, there 
isn’t many grounds for 
optimism presented in the 
book - which | felt was quite | 


little “overwhelmed = and 
helpless! However;*-one. 
exception to this and the second chapter. which | took a lot from in 
particular was titled ‘Our Resistance is as Transnational as Capital’ 
(originally printed in the excellent ‘Do Or Die’ book). This much 
more upbeat and optimistic piece helps to identify the opportunities 
which have been opened for us — for example, the excessives of 


_Ahe system has allowed a diverse range of individuals and groups 
to recognis 
all facing, which in turn has allowed groups to co-operate and work 


inise Our ‘common enemy’ and the common struggles we're 


together on new levels, instead of being overly caught-up in single 
issues. The piece also outlines the hugely crucial need for those of 


‘us:involved in such struggles to consider ideas of utopia — not as 
blueprints for perfect societies waiting in the wings, but ideas to 


ive US hope, aspirations and optimism (NB: utopian fiction can 
also help us to recognize what’s wrong with the existing world order 
y demonstrating what could be possible). The piece also outlines 
ins and actions of the People’s Global Action (PGA), it’s 
diana as and:as to how the PGA has unfolded to-date. 


In th he opening pages of Restructuring and Resistance, the editor 


argues that the hugely diverse and often contradictionary range of 


contributors featured in the book should be viewed as a broad 


_of ‘interconnected phenomenon’ which is far more than a 


random collection of stories that don't fit together — due to the 
commonality of the origins of struggle. With my cynical hat on, 
_ perhaps the irony is that if all the authors of ‘Restructuring and 


policies and practices of Europe's pow 
the European petty palcy and i 


Welfare State | 
these symp 
analysises th 
has formed and gathered pace 


pe ( 
November 30th, Prague, etc, and the (itePaational Caravans - 


bringing together the struggles of counties from the North with 
those of the South (in quite a chaotic way!). And if that lot wasn’t 
enough for you, there’s plenty more similar topics outlined in the 
book!! 


Two chapters in ‘Restructuring and Resistance’ stood out for me in 
particular. The first traces the origins of the Euro through Maastricht 
and the steps towards monetary union. I’ve always been suspicious 
of the Euro currency which | felt has been introduced to specifically 
serve the interests of the market economy and not for the ‘social 
good’ as is often presented. The book argues that the elevated cost 
of monetary transactions, the uncertainty caused by fluctuations in 
currency in the absence of a single currency and the object of 
European elites to compete in equal conditions with the dollar and 
yen has created a monetary system that furthers the agenda of 
European elites, and in turn has intensified the process and 
consequences of economic globalisation. 


Resistance’ were put in the same room together, | think World War 


ight start early! But on a more serious note, the diversity of 
ches, ideas and methods outlined in ‘Restructuring and 
‘esis! ince’ really hilights perhaps the most pressing issue for 
those resisting the new global order — that is, we may be able to 
lentify Wwhat’s wrong with the: world and are making some 
1easures to bring common struggles together, but what appears to 
lacking is any coherent ideas to create alternatives and develop 
ingful change in the world. In this absence, | fear that 
ations and NGO's with reformist agenda’s are becoming far 


better positioned to your everyday person to take the upper hand 


those of us witha more radical agenda may loose the 
nities presented to us. That said, as the editor rightly points 
the process. of European integration and economic 
globalisation is still very much an unfolding process, far from 
reaching an end. It is not inevitable. Above all, everything is still up 
for grabs. What put me off most about the book was simply it’s size. 
‘Restructuring and Resistance’ certainly isn’t light reading and for 
those wanting a more basic introduction to this subject, there are 
perhaps better alternatives. 


Fortunately, | read the book and am writing this in southern India 
with plenty of time on my hands! Resources like ‘Restructuring and 
Resistance’, seemingly self-published in a very DIY way, certainly 
makes a valuable contribution towards the anti-economic 
globalisation struggle, should be applauded and has certainly 
made me think about many of the issues presented. Let’s hope the 
anti-capitalist agenda continues to more forward and build on the 
foundations laid over the last five years or so.(RC) 


Further copies and info available from: resresrev@yahoo.com 


DOCUMENT 
- A Story Of Hope 


Document portrays the story 
of the development of the 
Dublin DIY scene. Primarily 
accounts are by Niall Mcquirk 
who started putting on DIY 
gigs in Dublin in 1984. Things 
got underway with Niall 
organising a gig for his own 
band “Vicarious Living” and 
progressed from there. The 
Membranes were the first 
band he put on from the UK 
and paved the way for many Bact as 
more to follow. Bands that travelled over in n the iis ‘80s 
included Fugazi, Carcass, Joyce Mckinney Experience 
and Bolt Thrower. These played with local bands such as 
The Pleasure Cell, Kill Devil Hill, Not Our World (Niall’s 
band after Vicarious Living). In 1990 Niall founded 
REACT. REACT started as a newsletter with a distro of 
500 copies. It initially consisted. of DIY band reviews and 
advertised DIY gigs, later expanding to 5000 copies until it 
sadly ceased to be 3 years later. Bands such as No Means 
No, Jailcell Recipes, Alice Donut, Headcleaner and 
Refused continued to make the trip across the water. I’m 
particularly sad that | missed Frank Sidebottom. playing on 
the same bill as Neurosis, spectacular as it sounds it was 
poorly attended. By 1996 the HOPE Collective was born 
with 12 members paying subs to help pay the bands if the 
gigs were quiet. My first experience of a HOPE gig was on 
the Kito and Bilgepump tour in 1997. Even though | was 
pretty ill with chickenpox | still thought Dublin had the best 
DIY scene in the world and that Jackbeast were the best 
lrish band I'd ever seen (Foster and Allen and The 
Shaskeen at the Mountain Inn in Sligo didn’t quite have 
the same effect). Everybody was totally friendly, danced 
like bastards (something. that didn’t happen at the 
Mountain Inn) and like the hospitality it was ace. 

There are many reasons why. | found this to be an 
exceptional book. It is totally inspiring to see how one 
person can change things for the better. Niall and the 
HOPE collective have inspired so many people and bands 
with the ethic of DIY. On a more. personal level the book 
chronicles so many bands that | have been into over the 
last 19 years and created a warm feeling of nostalgia and 
love of DIY that | haven't felt in ages. There are over 140 
outstanding vegan recipes from.bands such as The EX, 
Fugazi, Bikini Kill, Therapy, Pitchshifter. Even Sned and 
myself are in there. Sned’s-Garlic beans on toast came 
close to my favourite which has to be the bread sandwich. 
Document is much more than just a gig diary with recipes. 
It takes you through the highs and lows of DIY. From 
packing a venue so that the ceiling is coming down to 
having virtually no-one turning up for gigs with a touring 


DOCUMENT. 


A STORY oF HOPE 
poeh the indepen: Resta 


band. From having fights in the crowd and the toilets 


smashed in to having the most elated experiences of 
everyone loving and sharing in.a creative environment and 
inspiring performances. Ireland is somewhere | always 
want to go on tour, not only because | get to visit my mum 
and dad, but because the most amazing and generous 
people in the world are involved in the DIY scene over 
there. | can never thank the people involved in HOPE 
enough for all the kindness they have shown over the 
years. Document proved to be a very special book to me 
personally. It is, however, a book that everyone involved in 
DIY could relate to and would be an outstanding way of 
being introduced to the concepts of DIY if you are not 
familiar with the ideology. Truly inspirational and some of 

the best vegan recipes I’ve ever seen. (CO’C) 
Hope Publications, 31 Hazel Rd, Donnycarney, Dublin 9, 
Ireland. www.thumped.com, niall@thumped.com 


The Fall Of America 

- by Robnoxious 
self released, printed 
and published... 


This book wins 12 out of 10 
in marks for DIY punk rock 
effort... Feeing the need to 
become a budding writer, 
write yourself a short novel, 
put it in all in a typesetter, 
print it all out yourself on 
grubby newsprint, cut, fold 
and bind it all together over 
lengthy periods of time and Voila! You have yourself a 
book to sell, give away, strategically leave lying around in 
public... Thats exactly what Robnoxious here did, and he 
(or she) has.done a mighty fine job indeed. Its quite an 
inspiring physical object in itself... | was most impressed 
indeed. Even thought about having a go myself (“oh no!” | 
hear you all cry, “Please lets not have that babbling idiot 
xleox from RTB producing inane and obtruse novels about 
all the crap inside his head! NOOOO!!!”) but if i did, it'd 
probably be about monkeys on skateboards or 
something... 

Anyway, the actual story inside this fine hand crafted gem 
is pretty good too. Its reads as a work of fiction, though it 
could easily be biographical fact, and definately most of us 
punk rockers can relate too. The Fall Of America tells the 
tale of Dug, who you might call a social misfit, who always 
tried to make good with what little he had, with love for his 
young daughter and her mother, but always coming up 
against social, emotional, politcal and personal obstacales 
to make life difficult for him. Now | don’t want to give the 
entire plot away and spoil this lovely read, but its engaging 
enough to hold even my interest, and develops with 
everyday twists and turns until, well, until the end of the 
book. Throughout the book the text stops and breaks into 
diary forms of prose, making refreshing changes to the 
constant ache of Dugs life. Hey, I’m not even going, to let 
you know if Dug has any major revalations or if America 
does actually fall, because then you'd detract from the fact 
that this DIY crafted master piece is one awsome little 
projec, which you should seek out and deleve into! (LH) 


Order direct from: 
Rob, PO Box 743, ‘Mankato, MN 56002-0743, U$A. 
You can email first for prices: 
therobnoxious@hotmail.com 


Also available from: 


LeftBankBook dist., 1004 Turner Way E., Seattle, WA 
98112, USA. www.leftbankbooks.com 
‘Tree Of Knowledge, PO Box 251766, Little Rock, AR 
72225, USA 
StickFigure Mailorder, PO Box 55462, Atlanta, GA 
30308, U$A, www.stickfiguredistro.com 

Available in Europe from: 
Active Distribution, Flat Earth and many more... 


The Garmouth Skate Park 
and Moray Skate Scene 


First of all, | have to admit that I’m not really a 
skater - in a way | kind of want to be, but I'd get 
laughed off the streets (as well as breaking my 
bones). So I’ve had to rely on what other skaters 
have said to me. In fact, I’m pretty sure | would be 
a skater if there weren't so many all over the place 
already. Yes, while in other towns or counties or 
even countries, skating is seen as rebellious or 
even punk, here in Moray, it’ seems almost 
mandatory for the youth! So | suppose it would 
look like | was jumping on a bandwagon if | started 
skating now. 


There are seemingly hundreds of wee little 
skaters on the streets (these little shits eat away 
at the well-structured foundations of the 
underground skate scene that have been built by 
many good people over the years, and they buy 
all the clothes and gear that they can buy and give 
nothing back), of this shitty little district known as 
Moray alone. They’re all little fuckers that have no 
idea of what rebellion is or who (insert your 
skating hero’s name here) is. So fuck ‘em! This 
piece is entirely not dedicated to them! Give 
something instead of taking everything, and then | 
might consider calling you something other than a 
“wee little skater”. | guarantee you, most of them 
won't. They'll just move onto Poke-fucking-mon or 
wrestling or whatever all the squeaky-clean pop- 
stars are endorsing that week. But this writing is 
about those that do take their entertainment into 
their own hands, and do things for themselves 
and their community. Those skaters deserve 
respect. 


The skate park at Garmouth was built by a group 
of teenagers in the late 1990s who decided that 
living in a village with nothing to do was indeed 
not the way to live their life. | forget their names, 
but it doesn’t really matter, does it? Their new 
collective probably went to Kingston beach and 
probably gathered wood that had been washed up 
from the sea. Kingston is a small village that gets 
flooded in the autumn when the river Spey rises. 
It may be small, but seemingly half the skaters 
that use the skate park live in Kingston, so it at 
least deserves a mention! 

Anyway, | suppose that one or a few of the guys 
were good at carpentry; that, or they had the 
sense to steal tools from the local hell - | mean 
school - Milne’s High School! So the skaters built 
all the ramps and we all lived happily ever after, 
right? Wrong. Just when there’s a flicker of 
autonomy and self-determination, who else 
should snuff it out but our old friends, the ‘system’ 
and ‘authority’. No, Moray Council didn’t send out 
a bulldozer to destroy the ramps (although | 
wouldn't put it past the over-reactive bastards), 
but they must have issued some planning 
permission bollocks. 

Well, the skaters were using the basketball court 
behind the Garmouth park, but who gives a fuck -. 
it's only basketball, right? The council put up the 
hoops and the equipment so that no one would 
need to think for themselves or use any degree of 
creativity! After, | seem to remember, a lot of 
public meetings, the skaters won! They were 
allowed to put up their ramps and their half-pipes 
when the basketball players weren't using their 
court! 


In time, the original ‘revolutionaries’ moved away 
and got jobs in ESP, so if Garmouth was to keep 
the skate park, it was up to us to maintain it! 
When | was in First Year (ie when | was 12), | was 
tempted to start skating, both in-school and out of 
it. But for whatever reason, | thought that punk 
was more appealing and embraced it instead. And 
when | tried to interview some younger skaters for 
this, they just looked at me like the fanzine nerd | 
am and told me to fuck off. Well, it’s their loss! 
But | didn’t realize that punk had always been on 
the same wavelength as skating - it is! Just look at 
the computer game ‘Tony Hawks’ for the 
Playstation. Its soundtrack includes not only the 
usual hip-hop arse and metal tripe, but 
established, underground punk bands!! 

Exposing the aforementioned little brat-skaters to 
bands like those must be a good thing! It must be! 
Even if they end up killing the punk scene like they 
have killed our skate scene, it will still be a good 
thing! 


Plus, whether you like them or not, and | do, TV 
shows like Jackass and CKY might introduce 
people to ‘our’ music, that might otherwise be 
hidden from them. And that must be good - 
mustn't it? 


So, seeing as | don’t know very much about the 
creation or use of the skate park, | tried to get 
some information from those that do know 
something about the creation or use of the skate 
park! Firstly, | looked on the Elgin skate shops 
ESP’s website in the hope of finding an email 
address to email - no luck there. Then | looked on 
their rival shop’s website - Urbanology! | emailed 
lan, the owner of Urbanology, and he didn’t reply. 
Capitalists, eh? 

| still needed more info, so | walked the 400-odd 
metres from my house to the skate park, which is 
situated beside a field on the outskirts of Kingston, 
in the hope of finding some skaters to speak to. 
There were some younger kids skating there, but 
most of them reacted with hostility. They laughed 
and called me a geek. The fucking cunts. 


One person that did want to speak to me was an 
old friend who asked to remain nameless. He said 
that he’d been skating at the Garmouth skate park 
for about a year. He wasn’t involved in the 
construction of the skate park - no one my age 
was - but said he cleans up litter that gets blown 
onto the skatepark sometimes. 


| showed him the information I'd already gained, 
and he laughed at me calling the equipment at the 
skate park “pile of concrete” and “big wooden 
thing”. 

He corrected me, stating that the skate park has a 
“funbox and flat banks”, whatever the fuck they 
are. He also said that the skate park needed a 
mini-ramp. “Once”, he continued, “we had a 
quarter but they took it away. It’s piss.” | was like 
‘oh!’ getting even more confused by skate culture. 
So if ‘they’ closed down the skate park, where 
would you skate? Would you continue to skate? 
“Yeah!! | would skate in the streets of Kingston 
and at the car park beside the beach.” he said. 

It was then that | realized that this whole skating 
thing is DIY at it's most determined! 

| told him that | had emailed the owner of 
Urbanology. “What? Go to ESP! It’s better!” he 
exploded. He continued. “Urbanology is just 
motivated by money! ESP is much better!” And 
why is ESP better? “They've been in it longer, they 
started the whole Moray skate scene, never mind 
the Garmouth skate park! I’d love to see the 
Urbanology dudes’ faces when they read this!” 


The guy | interviewed shares the same idea that 
all of us Garmouth and Kingston teenagers have - 
that there should be more for us. More money and 


ech. 


equipment 
for the 
skaters, and 
more musical 

instruments and tuition so that | wouldn’t be the 
only one here doing ‘musical’ shit ach, it's a long 
story, but imagine being very creative and veryt 
willing to form a band when the nearest person 
who might share your inspiration lives 100 miles 
away - sure, it could be Tristan da Cunha - fuck it, 
only a few years until | move away from here! 


Anyway, that’s all | really know about the 
Garmouth skate park - and who knows, if so many 
skaters didn’t hate me, | would skate and | would 
know more! If you really want to know where to go 
for skate stuff here in Moray, most skaters would 
try ESP, 5 Moss Street, Elgin, Moray 
(www.espscotland.uk.com). But you could try 
Urbanology, 92e High Street, Elgin, Moray 
(www.urbanology.demon.co.uk). They both sell 
the same kind of stuff - skateboards, skate clothes 
(although | think skate punks shouldn't be 
bothered about the label on their clothes) and 
ESP also specializes in snowboarding and 
surfing! 


If you have a sudden urge to visit the Garmouth 
skate park, it’s at the Bowling Green on Kingston 
Road, Garmouth. 


Now for some free advertising - hey, | need it - if 
you want to buy my zine F.O.D.’s second issue, 
which has a couple of interviews and a shedload 
of wit and humour, it’s a quid and an SAE from Bry 
Leech, 36 Station Road, Garmouth, Fochabers, 
Moray, Scotland, 1V32 7NB, UK. Also send CDs 
and CDRs if you want your band on the 
compilation CDR | am.compiling. Come on, it’s a 
benefit for RTB! If you want to know anything else 
about Moray and its huge punk scene (ha ha ha!), 
you can write to me! And my website is simply: 
http://takeoff.to/punkrock 


Thanks for reading this and happy skating! Bry 
Leech, Garmouth, Nov 2002. bryleech@aol.com 


“Thrusting high into the air/ With a Street 
Caballero or a Mint McGill/A little slant I'll get my 
fill/ A fucking launch ramp | will build/ Launch 
ramp!/With a fucking Airwalk/ Or the Christ Air/ 
There are no more launch ramps/ And no one 
even seems to care” 

- Asshole Parade - Launch Ramp, from 
Student Ghetto Violence on No Idea Records! 


KNROLL 


— ...we still hate cops. 
5 the master p iece es 


ish eas rGounk 


inn 
; tinwlay on vi 


Btiil hot: - 

Be Splat 7" |) ype 4 
Pe ite Re bounas Li Us irom)\ 
5 Bae ‘two bands, six SONGS, 

ra thrashy piece of plastic 
é ' WwrapPed in aazing yookiet! 
(a 


e. sand ofcourse: stuff by’ 
sa = hans feato Jukepox, 
: Endstand & Wettea 


-< ogming ups www.assemblylinemusic.com eile 
; . Seni records for review/radio 
‘Selfish 7" x ISO AVAILABLE: ' lay, interviews, ads, letters, 
age _o Stay tunedit! ar iS ® e scene pole 


KY. 


0 BOX 4607 
sal HEANCISCO,¢ CA 94146-0760 
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 


std ets sistance, 
la, sonic rendezvous 
FONT we | te as, : 2 Pads po ararr 2 COM 
el NDUSTRY et a athe a in helping ut anew show every week!listen onthe web: 


Www. byofl-ors/maxinum/, 
rr Sayles aes | |_WO a s While a 


@ oss TUNEAGES 


P.O. BOX 74, SANDY, BEDFORDSHIRE, SG19 2WB, UK 
www.bosstuneage.com 


We have releases by ALE SYSTEMS GO, ANNALISE, ASEXUALS, BABY LITTLE TABLETS, BEDFORD, 
BENNY, BEEZEWAX, BIG RAY, BIONIC, BLOCKO, BRIAN JAMES, BROCK PYTEL, CHINO, DIE KUNST, 
EESCH, FIVE FOOT NOTHING, G WHIZ, HATE FUCK TRIO, HIGH LO FI, JOSHUA, KID WITH MAN HEAD, K- 
LINE, LA MOTTA, MAD AT THE SUN, MANIFESTO JUKEBOX, MICO, THE MILES APART, THE 
MILWAUKEES, THE NILS, ORGANIC, THE PAVERS, PERFECT DAZE, POCKET GENIUS, PUNCHBUGGY, 
RAGGITY ANNE, RENO DIVORCE, RHYTHM COLLISION, RISE, ROPE, SCARPER!, SHIMMER, SHOOTER 
McGAVIN, SHUTDOWN, SNOT ROCKETS, STAND GT, THE TANK, THE JONES, TOKYO ADVENTURES, 
VEHICLE DEREK, THE UNKNOWN, WOOLWORTHY, WORDBUG 


Check out our website for details! Labels we trade! 


Upcoming stuff: DOUGHBOYS 7’/CD; WASTED MINI CD; MILWAUKEES - New Album; THE UNKNOWN ~ New Album; 
K-LINE - new 7" /CDEP; BAREFOOT - Debut Album; LA MOTTA-7"; SYLWIE - Debut Album; BABY LITTLE TABLETS - 
Debut Album; THE TANK - New Album; 
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THINKTANK 


are WITH A a NEW ; 


ALBUM - “GIPSY HILL" 


“pissed off and playing faster than 
thou hardcore punk and brass" 
laden CEMelEs rrecle) 


perfect introduction to a band 

on the brink of something big ... 

“dynamic song structures.and 
laser guided melodies" 


—_THINKTANK 


== here is the moment 


www.householdnamerecords.co.uk 
PO BOX 12286, London, SW9 6FE, UK 


see website for mailorder prices and details 


- distributed throughout Europe by PHD 


EPOLICE 


THE TAKE 


NEW ALBUM 
| "PROPELLER" 
OUT NOW ! 


melodic hardcore think 
Jawbreaker, Face to 
Face, SubPop... 


adequate seven 


DEBUT ALBUM [ 
OUTFEB 2003! |. 


"Songs of Innocence 
and of Experience” - 
a frenetic mix of punk, 


hardcore & funk... 
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Fuck intros, the interview says it alll! 
(interviewed by G on 
Phot’os from www. rattall.n : 
CD cover painting below by Laura Norder: 
www.lauranorder.freeserve.co.uk 


First of all, as i don't now too much about you, 
who are Gertrude, who does what in the band, 
how long have you been going and what 
motivated you all to form a band ? 


Gertrude are five women, based in and around 
London and the South East. We play fucked-up 
jazzy punky music with in your face lyrics. We 
have been going for five years. Two of the 
members Ayesha and lona set out to intentionally 
form an all female punk band, and we gradually 
met the other members through placing an advert 
for a bass player and then through South London 
connections. We began rehearsing in a youth 
project in Barbican and played our first gig at a 
youth club showcase. Our second gig was at the 
Grey Area, a squat in Hackney. We were thrilled 
to be on the same bill as Howard Marks, who 
kindly let us play before him so the bass player 
Debbie could return to her sick cat. 


What would you say have been your musical 
inspirations ? Who or what has influenced 
you, musically and politically ? 


We wanted to make the band all female because 
we could see that there was a definite lack of 

female musicians in the punk scene. We were 

inspired by the energy and can-do enthusiasm of 

punk and riot grrrl but as we became more 

confident, as a band we wanted to place more 

emphasis on being able to play well and offer a 
challenging alternative to the male mainstream. 


As part of the d.i.y 'scene' (i hate that word, 
but can't find an alternative) how political 

would you say you were, how important do 

you see personal politics when it comes to 
making music and being part of a ‘scene’ 
where you have a chance to voice those 
politics, and enter into discourse with like 

minded people ? 


Personally | have been very inspired by the punk 
and diy scene, this is where | have lived. | still 
go to punk gigs but | am often disappointed by the 
formulaic nature of what | call "meat and 
potatoes" punk, to me this is often fast roaring 
four /four guitar music based on blues but very 
quick. Often however | feel a bit let down when 
songs start to all sound the same, and | don't 
feel challenged or surprised by the music. If you 
come to a Gertrude gig we hope to challenge 
your ears, we mess about with our songs 
structures. 


a ae 
anal Ot bee 


Right, something i've been thinking about a /ot lately, 
within the great d.i.y scheme of things, that although 
there are more women becoming involved it seems in 
order to do so they have to reveal their more assertive 
side, this becomes apparent when overhearing friends 
talking about certain women involved it's always ‘she's a 
strong woman...', i'm not knocking this, but how many 
times do men who are actively involved have to be 
explained as being emotionally ‘strong’, luckily there is a 
whole cross section of men within the scene from, 
geeky, macho, shy, assertve, strong, moody, passonate, 
gobby etc, and yes, like society as a whole, women 
might find they have to push harder,shout louder in order 
to be heard, but there is room for so many other types of 
other women - other than those being portrayed as 
strong and assertive - to become involved in order to 
have a fairer representation and just because a woman 
chooses to be quiet does not mean that she is not 
strong, what are your views on this ? 


It seems that you are saying that there are a whole range of 
masculinities that men in our scene can tap into , whereas 
women are constrained by one-dimensional identities, 
typically the strong woman who is pushy and knows how to 
get what she wants. To me this seems to fit in similarly with 
stereotypes from society as a whole, typically women bosses 
are seen as aggressive and often frightening characters, 
whereas male bosses are seen as people who may be 
lenient, or a bit slack... | know these are stereotypes, but | 
have heard people talking about their bosses in these terms. 
| have to say that we have been supported fantastically by 
both men and women within our scene. However, when 
talking about sexual politics with men in our scene | have 
time and time again been disappointed by a lack of 
understanding about the power structures operating even in 
the so-called radical underground. To me it seems that male 
musicians are not necessarily identified by their gender. As 
a female musician | am identified first as a woman and 


secondly as a musician, | often feel that normal people 

are men and that others are women. | am pleased to 
say that in the last couple of years we have started to 
meet and network with more and more women in our 
scene who are putting.on gigs and playing in bands 
andmaking zines. Ther seem to be meny more geeky 

and shy young women doing these kinds of things and | 

think this is really brilliant. 


| know when i decided to interview you that gender 
would be hard to avoid, but at the same time it pisses 
me off that if there is a female band that this is what's 
picked up on rather than the type of music they play, 
in our article about women involved in d.i.y someone 
talked about how they believed women weren't as 
drawn to loud violent, verbally aggressive music as 
much as men, almost as an excuse for why most 
female d.i.y bands are more on the experimental indie 
side of things rather than sounding like in yer face 
stuff, i personally disagree with this as i know that my 
anger is just as valid as any man's and that a lot of the 
time women have a lot more to feel angry and 
alienated about, yet i still don't see more than a few 
women really getting into ‘heavier ' stuff, what's your 
take on this ? Doesn't it piss you off to always be 
referred as a woman, rather than a musician ? 


| agree with your first statement. Being in an all female 
band is a deliberate choice for us, and | wouldn't change 
that. A friend of mine horrified me the other day when he 
introduced me to a friend of his saying "lona's in a band, 
their an all female band but they really rock hard", 
illustrating the point that you made that all female bands 
are expected to be either technically not as good as male 
bands or in the vein of more experimental or indie stuff. 
When we began about five years ago, We tried to be as 
rocking and heavy as we could, always aware that we 
had something to prove, we didn't want to appear weedy 
or look as if we didn't know what we were doing. 
As the years have passed we have developed our sound, 
and become comfortable with who we are and more 
prepared to experiment and play stuff that is much more 


out there. As | have mentioned , for me the straight 
punk and hardcore formulas can get boring and | 
prefer not to stick to any one rigid formula. | think that 
there are probably less women as a total who are 
into heavy music, however | don't think this is a hard 
and fast rule. | have met plenty of women who are 
into punk and hardcore styles of music and who are 
just as fanatical about music as men in the scene. 
(Slightly off the point here | but | thought it may be 
relevant) Moshing has always been something that | 
had mixed feelings about. Perhaps you have too. Up 
until; the last couple of years,at every gig | went to | 
wanted to be at the front moshing hard with the guys, 
and reclaiming space with the few women you'd 
always find in the thick of the action. For me it is a 
kind of energetic play dance with it's own rules, it 
should always be friendly , if someone falls down, the 
crowd always picks the person up, before they are 
stepped on. However, sometimes drunken guys spoil 
it for others by, pushing people too hard or getting 
aggressive. Forme itis important to see women 
down the front, and | know that moshing puts plenty of 
women off. | always like it if a band interacts with the 
audience and makes a point of asking the moshers to 
cool down and make space for more women. 
Unfortunately because moshing can sometimes be 
aggressive, it is an activity that can marginalise 
women at gigs. | think in the uk male and female 
bands are likely to be more experimental and less 
formulaic. When we toured America last year we were 
playing mainly punk and hardore gigs . We went down 
atreat, getting a good reception wherever we 
played, even though we don't play strictly punk or 
hardcore all the time. This may have a lot to do with 
the fact that we are from the uk, and also all women. | 
met a couple of guys in hardcore bands who said that 
they would like to play the kind of stuff that we play , 
but felt that the scene woudn't accept them playing 
less rigidly punk or hardcore stuff. For me and | 
suspect most of the members of Gertude, it is 
important to put creativity first and not be constrained 
by a genre. We all have different backgrounds in 


- the band and though the diy punk and hardcore 
scene has been our most comfortable home, we 
wouldn't like to have to stick rigidly to these styles of 
music. When people hear our recorded music it is 


important for us that they wouldn't guess: we were an — 


aihodphieis was very different fom the. 
atmosphere at punk or hardcore gigs. For starters 
there were many more women at the gigs; ‘particularly 


young women: The atmosphere was very fluffy, young 


and p positive. There were a lot. 
who had.come from 


—— ee | 


Seeing as you ‘pat to play 

quite a wide range of different 
gigs, rather. than being billed 
with just one type of music, be it punk, ‘hardcore, 
rock or: whatever, and that you've noticed.a~- 
definite difference in audiences, do you feel that 
it's quite an important ‘issue’ to: mix up types of. 
music, in order to widen peoples perspectives, as 


operatin 


well as.there being the scope for reaching people 


who may have different political perspectives ? (i 
praia not to use the biocey pos word 
a — : wi 2 oe oe 


| feel that although we: do play different types of gigs 


‘diffete Kinds. oft music. -We-do reach. piensa 
crowds; but we don't usually have any opportunity to 
play to a mainstream:crowd; with different:political: 
opinions from my own, that doesn't bother me. We 
usually play to an alternative kind of crowd, be it 
punks, anarchists, riot grrls or post- rock muso types. 
| love loads of different types of music and much 
prefer to play a gig where different musical styles are 
represented. We have had the chance to play to 
young crowds, and this has usually been a very 
postive experience. It is really cool when young girls 
come and speak to us and say that they have been 
inspired to start learning to play an instrument, or to 
start their own band. 


Regarding the ladyfest, i know of a few people 
who were put off going due to the admission 
price, and the fact that it seemed to be more ‘indie' 

than a full on d.i.y fest, featuring big american 
names....... maybe this was very deliberate in 
order to get across to a much wider audience, 
whereas d'i'y punk gigs do tend to stay quite. 
underground....what are your views on this’as a” 
punter? How ‘political’ did the fest come across 
overall, apart from showcasing female artists did it 
provide much information to women wanting to 
find out more? 


| know that some people thought that the price of the 
gigs was prohibitively expensive and against the-idea of 
d.i.y. culture. | think this was because the people who 
were organizing the event wanted to pay all the bands 
- that came from out of town and overseas, as well as 


»covering the cost of hiring The Garage. | would have 


liked to see some events happening in a d.i.y space 


-... which could have kept costs down. However, London is 
~ €urrently lacking any stable d.i.y.spaces. There does 


~ seem to be a network of women in bands which 


Ladyfest has promoted, and this is certainly very positive. 


| think’that the experience of seeing mainly all female 
acts.in a large well-known venue is very powerful and 
inspiring;-and {'m glad that lesser known bands such as 


Ourselves had the opportunity to play alongside much 


- bigger bands. The event didn't come across as 
‘particularly political to me, but | didn't go to any of the 
‘workshops. 


olitics with men in our 


when talking about sexual mn peen disapp ointed by 
around the country, which is““scene | have time: and time ag wer structures 
= a lack of understanding about the po 

g even | in the: so-Cca 


lied radical underground. 
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as The oN ae siayieg with Fugazi was totally 


.amazing. For Ayesha and myself it was an unreal 
experience; like a dream come true. They have been 


_ one of the most influential bands for me and | have loved 


them Since | was a teenager. Even just being able to 
watch them sound checking seemed like a great 


| privilege. Getting on the same bill as them and playing 


just before them totally blew me away. Everyone in 
“Fugazi was, very friendly towards us and they watched 
_Our set,which was very flattering. We actually got this 


- gig: because Ayesha:e-mailed lan and sent him our stuff. 
~~ How.cool is-that?.| went to see them play in the London 
Forum: after we had played-with them and they played an 
amazing, powerful set. | felt totally proud to have played 


on the same bill as Fugazi, , so many of my friends were 
totally impressed and some of my male friends were 

even a teeny bit jealous... . Playing to a crowd of over a 

thousand people at the: Manchester Academy was a new 

experience for us, very ‘daunting. Luckily we managed to 
pull it off and played a good gig, managing not to fall 
apart under the pressure. | had been having anxiety 
dreams about equipment failures for several weeks 

before the gig! 


Where have you toured so far, and what has been 
yourgnost/leastighjoyable gig, or country ? 


We have toured quite a bit around the UK . It is only 
recently that we have. discovered that it is quite possible 
to easily organise. our own tours on on no-budget, and 
we ‘have been much more prepared to travel in order to 


re ‘Play, though it is always difficult to fit it in as we all work 


retty much full time. We also toured America for two 
veeks-last- Easter. This was‘our best experience | think 
“aS we were so well received by the hardcore/punk 
American scene. | also got the impression that the diy 
scene in America is a much stonger , unified scene. 
Our US tour _ was totally diy, organised by ourselves 
with the help of our friend Gary, of the late Stratford 


Mercenaries. The internet was an invaluable tool, and pretty much 
everything was organised by e.mail. We were welcomed 
everywhere we went and some very kind people put us up and 
looked after us very well. We have played a couple of gigs in Italy 
at women only festivals which was most exciting...For me , the 
most exciting gig has to the gig supporting Fugazi, what could top 
that? This Autumn we had planned to play in Germany and we 
had a number of gigs set up, however unfortunately this was 
cancelled as a lot of the gigs fell through, and we couldn't afford to 
go to play just a couple of gigs. We were happy to be able to play 
a few gigs around the country with Chumbawamba instead. We 
were also pleased to play in Leeds at the Cops and 
Robbers night, which was a most inspiring experience, as the 
scene seemed very healthy and the bill we played on was totally 
cool. 

Also we were hosted brilliantly by a lovely woman called Cath... 
For me an important part of touring , if itis on a shoestring is 
being able to make links with other bands and people who are 
willing to offer hospitality and a place to kip. | hope that in the 
future we will be able to offer gigs to other bands from around the uk ona more regular basis, as | feel that London 
is really quite lacking in terms of an alternative music scene. 


What are Gertrudes plans for the 
future? 


Our biggest plan for the future is to 

~ record an album. We have been 
going for more than six years and 
we have quite a lot of unrecorded 
material and music in the pipeline. 

The difficulty is deciding what will be 

the best way for us to do this on no- 

budget...We also hope to be able to 

tour again at Easter time. 


What records have kept you 
going over the last few months ? 


Blonde Redhead, everything by them 
and The Danielson Familie and 
Goran Bregovic, He's the man that 
writes all the music for The Emir 
Kurstarica films, for all you film buffs, 
that's the director that did "Black 

Cat White Cat" and "Underground" 
Fugazi have kept me going since | was seventeen and | love " Instrument" and "End Hits" especially. Soeza have also 
inspired me from their inception until now. This year | also discovered The Oxes who | saw playing at Camber Sands 
and liked a lot. 


There is not much punk featuring in this 
play list but I'd like to give a shout out to 
my favourite punk band The Restarts who 
play a lot in my area (Hackney) they have 
a lot of anti-homophobia songs and they 
wowed me this year at the launch of their 
album playing a set totally inspired by 
Star-Trek. 


Check out the gertrude website: 
www.gertruderock.com. 


and email me at 
itangy@hotmail.com 
or ayesha@gertruderock.com. 
Phone me on 0208-533-3748 


Thanks G. 


SOUND FICTION 2003 & 


FAVEZ next up 


me PHOENIK 
FOUNDATION 


re SOLER o CRASH SPuT 7 INCH: 


all you have to do is just to order it from insound, green hell, beore, strange 
fruit, flight 12 or us. and you will soon have it safely in your mailbox 


3 song, 1 sided, 7" Vinyl 


Melodic hardcore from Finland 
like Manifesto Jukebox meets and the same can de said about the 


early Snuff/Leatherface HES LAST CONTROL 7incx 


«Some neat and fresh indie rock. “Sumatran coffee" is an energy filled blast of 

washy guitars, vocals with a hint of megaphone distortion, driving 4-4 drums and j 

a clever Goodspeed styled interlude. .. The clean but frantically strummed guitars: 
Still available - in The Clear even give it a little Sonic Youth feel, aided by the general "on-th-edge” nature of 


“Leave This City In Fiam es" LP/CD it all. You can still rock out to it no problem though. Flipside track "Traffic" is way. = 


smoother though, a sassy tune of hammond warmth shuffling around with simple L 
drum patterns and soft vocals. Imagine Karate with the jazz chords played out 
through silky keyboards. (Russell Remains - Fracture #22) 


All prices Postpaid 
UK/ Europe/ Worid 
7“ - £3/ €5/ $6 
LP/CD - £6/ €10 / S12 


Silendermeans1@yahoo.co.uk 


liwww.slendermeans.org.uk 


= 
Email 


Please send well hidden cash 
cheque/PO (UK only) Payable to: A. GUNN 


http 


Zandor Records, 

c/o The Cardigan Centre, 
445-149 Cardigan Road, 
Leeds, 156 11J, UK 


zandorxxx@hetmail.com 


At a gig near you with books and free literature 
- Leeds, Bradford, Manchester, Sheffield, Derby. 


SOUND PICTION Pu0S ee ee 


the new web site will be up in a few months, meanwhile enjoy the old uncomplete one... 


DanceofDaysSiCEvasionPrettyinPunkCakeScoffer911Existencilism 


WipeAwayMyEyesWeOwe YouNothingFoodNotBombsPhilosophyofPunk 
KeepingRabbleinLineCriticalMassFreeTheAnimalsMcLibelAmericanHardcore 
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NO CHOICE ARE THE BEST UK PUNK ROCK BAND TO COME ALONG IN YEARS. 
POLITICAL, MELODIC, THOUGHT PROVOKING AND INCREDIBLY POWERFUL, THIS 
12 TRACK ALBUM WILL PUT YOUR FAITH BACK IN UNDERGROUND PUNK. 


£7.50 PPD UK / 12 EURO EUROPE / 14 DOLLARS WORLD. CHEQUES / POSTAL ORDERS OUT TO 
“NEWEST INDUSTRY” ONLY. VERY WELL CONCEALED CASH IS FINE AS WELL. 


PS ESHA, 


UNIT 100 « 64 WELLFIELD ROAD » CARDIFF « CF24 3DG « UK » WWW.THENEWESTINDUSTRY.COM 
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NEW STUEBE oN DISFIANICE EEConRDS 


ack MEEOR, | 


sae = split CD/LP 
: RRENDER "Never Surrender is Porcel's (Yout 
FACE THE ENEMY brandnew band crassing the sound 


pissed off and angry herdcere with 
on back-up vocals, Face the Enemy 


outfit, with members of Better than q- por and Tim fre 


piece / Hands Tied singing. Kids, thi 
in 2003 to rock your ass!!f! Both 
length album later... so make sure 
releases...” 


JOSHUA 
“A Whole New Theory” CD 


“Before having released “singing to 
wes prepared for the bigtime with 


penVaS 


Emotional, catchy, poised, and dynam 
describe this one. These nine songs ap 


whine! singing. Origianily released on 
Defiance decided to release this great @lbum again as 
edition including 4 bonus tracks from te 1997 selfti 


“CABLE CAR THEORY 
“Fables And Fiction...” 


"_ This sew 6 Track CD will be out in 
winter 2003....The Cable Car Theary 
social conscience as knows of bands 
classics ike Rites Of Spring.” 


REFIANCERECORDS 


Sawin fosinvennserooRnpraRRRONON DARE 


. on tour... 


THE CABLE CAR THEORY: 
25.01.2003 Basingstoke, UK - f.. A 
26. 01.2003 Derby, UK - Raffles 
27.01.2003 Newcastle, UK - Head Of Steant 16: 
28. 01.2003 Bradford. UK - 1 in 12 club 
:29.01.2003 London, UK - The mes 


MB avpportng KOUFA 
Stats) 


8 UK - He Steam (tbe) 


ry Og ‘oria Inn 

2}. 01. 03 Noite UK - Ferryboat 
© 22.01.03 London, UK «The Verge 
23, a). 03 em, UK: Cavern Club 
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e for their European tourin © 
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spn poehOSSOEORDN ANNEAL RAI RO IT TT ET SILI NI 


Ritterstr. 52 | 50668 Kain, Germany | www. deincorecards. de | distributed in the UK through Plastic Head and available from Assembly Line, Subjugation, on, Feely ignition and some her distros! 


One of the most 


in Europe’ who’ve 

been around for quite 
some time now, 
releasing a whole host of popular and quality releases, some 
of which probably inhabit your record collection, and ran by 
a couple of people who’ve been around the scene for quite a 
while. Jeroen is/has been in bands such as The Oath and 
Mainstrike... Interview with the joint head-honchos’ of 
Coalition, Marcel and Jeroen. (All band photos by Bez) 


RTB - Can you put the label into it’s context - why did you guys start 
Coalition? Did you set out to achieve something in particular? 


Jeroen: | did two 7” on my own before Marcel and | started to-d 
together. | was inspired by a friend of mine who was funning a 
label/fanzine called A-Watt. He was writing a lot of different people 
trading records with them, which really seemed fun. | really wanted 
out about this network too.and.kinda looked-at it like an adventure. N 


really knowing how to do it, Andreas from A-Watt gave me advices and ~ 
addresses of pressing plants and printers. Then Marcel and | met and we — 
tion to start a label, we 
pherd and Seein Red. 
From there. the ball just started ‘rolling and soon enough we found 
_ After we explained our motivations to Kent and Lisa, they 


did the Larm 7” Without actually having the inte 
soon got the chance to also release.a’7” for Sea 


ourselves with all: these plans to release Ae. bands we knew,» 


Marcel: Jeroen had previously put-out acess and: a ‘friend and: me were . 
doing a zine and we wanted to include a live-Larm record asa bonus; And: 

because Jeroen liked Larm so much he wanted to help us out and wanted © 
to be part of the project. My friend and | never got to finish the zine but got 
the record out. Jeroen and | never intended to do a label or anything but 


then we just had-all this money and Sea’ Shepherd from France asked us 


if we were interested in ua: out their record and so it Ay started * 


RTB; You were both previously involved in band Sf “A » re 


Jeroen: Mainstrike, The Oath and hiiger 39. Mainstr 
same time when Marcel and |.started to do the label. 


gave me the chance to meet'a {ot of people that wer Wong: a label and 


who wanted to help with distributing our records.’ We played and toured 
quiet a bit. When Mainstrike broke up, The Oath was already recording it 
first 7’With The Qath we toured like madmen, in 2 years we did 6 bigger 
tours. | got to see a lot more new places.than before {almost every single 
little corner of Europe-and:the USA and recently Japan), which is really 
amazing. Luger 39 is moré of a project with a’bunch o ‘friends 

here in Den Haag. It was more the. idea of.myfrien 
roadie and tour tanger Mas ‘Several bands. He c 


played in a band, | tried it with some friends. ine, they later became 
Profound/ManLiftingBanner. Never thought you actually needed to learn 


established HC labels 


how to play an instr 
git that | am, | soon 
meant for me and b 
for the.others and X 


nd out that being in a band wasn't 
des | wasn't straight edge enough 
) up was obligatory, ha, ha. 


ad criticism from some quarters 

Ou ¢ 6n your 10”, even to the point 
where some distributors won’t carry it (Ebullition, 
Scene Police...). What’s your response? Do you feel 
this to be a censorship issue? 


Jeroen: In a way you could say it is censorship. On the 
other hand Ebullition or anyone else has the right to 
refuse records for whatever reason. When we decided for 
is artwork, we wanted to break out of the usual ‘this is 


_ how punks need to think and act, and we keep this status 


juo up for already 20 years’ manifesto. We wanted to use 
different approach on an issue like sexuality and have 


people interprete the artwork themselves. It is easy to 


and out some sort of guideline that says what everything 


‘means. Hold people by their hands and say what they 


should think about something. But we were all worn out 
on that and wanted to have people make up their own 
minds. | still can not see how our artwork could be sexist. 


asked us to put a statement in the record, explaining what 
it. all means and why we did it, but we felt that was a big 
compromise and that it was going to fuck up the whole 


idea behind it. | understand ebullition’s point of view in a 
*“ way, since people asked them questions about what the 
“hell this was, and they could not really tell what it was 
“Supposed to mean. | guess to not play along with the 


rules meant commercial suicide, but who cares, we 
distribute it ourselves now and that is going pretty ok. 


, e Marcel: | find it ludicrous that the artwork that Mark did is 
being perceived as pornographic and sexist, only 


because it shows nudity? Sure it was made to confuse 
people, but one the artwork is not even erotic at all and 
second if another band uses naked gay men it is 
something liberating and cool. | do not understand where ° 
all the puritanical attitudes and the double standards 
come from in the hardcore scene? There is a big 
difference between nudity and sexism, it’s just too bad 
that some people don’t recognize that, and that is the 
whole point of the artwork. 


RTB - The layouts/quality of the packaging of your 
ses is always really high and consistent. Was 
| intentional objective to strive towards? 


Marcel: Since | was going to art school (and dropped out) 


/ | liked to experiment a little and doing Coalition meant 
that | was able to do all that experimenting. It has never 


been our objective to strive towards some kind of style or 
quality though. People do recognize “some” style, even if 


/ 


me 3 


it is not intentional. But lately bands have been doing om to do a band because we think they might sell. Our decision to 


own layouts, with varying success. 


Jeroen: Since Marcel has always been doing graphic 
designs, he really wanted to make all these sleeves. 
From day one he has been doing this. Right now, | hope 
he will put more time into the website. | think it could be a 
new challenge for him to do something awesome in that 
field with his skills. 


RTB - Are you now at a stage when you both do the 
label/distro on a full-time basis? | know from 
experience the difficulties in trying to run a relatively 
substantive operation whilst trying to work a day 
job... 


Jeroen: We run the label full time. Me more than Marcel. 
It is really tough to live off a punk business, but things are 
getting a little better now. | never had a serious job, since 
| started doing the label full time right after | finished my 
university studies. But | think | would have a hard time 
working for someone. 


Marcel: Yeah we both have been doing this full time for 
the last three years | think. It is not that we make loads of 
money, we both make less than minimum wage. But in 
return we have the flexibility and freedom to tour or travel 
a lot; which we both do and ultimately it beats a 9 to 5 job. 


RTB: Do you feel that living from your 
label/distribution has compromises your ethics for 
the label along the way? In particular, | felt from 
experience, that falling too deep into the 
buying/selling mode, inadvertently transformed the 
label ethics e.g. you may decide to release a record 
purely because you know it’ll sell really well. 


Jeroen: Yes, we made compromises. Having a DIY ethic 
and living off your label, means you need to compromise 
in some sort of way. Then again, | feel that the main ethics 
are still intact. There is no big promotion machine, there 
are no marketing schemes and so on. Coalition is not 
only a passion of two people or an outlet for creativity, it 
has also a business aspect now. We made the label 
official a few years back, since we felt it would be too risky 
to continue it the way we did. | had mixed feelings about 
it, but didn’t want to either stop the label or get into trouble 
for tax reasons. So it became an official ‘business’, and 
we pay taxes and so on. But! personally don’t see that as 
something that crosses the line. It all comes down how 
you do your business | think: Do you want put profit over 
creativity and ideas? Or do you want to create something 
and document a scene/music in the first place and than 
think about making money. | could not imagine to release 
a record of a band | don't like in music (and/or lyrics) or 
as people. 


Marcel: There is always a chance that you shift your 
ethics, but | do not believe that living off a label 
necessarily has to change your ethics. We have never 


ase a band has always been on the basis of the music or (sometimes) 
more importantly because we are friends with them. 


RTB - How are your releases primarily distributed? How do you feel 
about the DIY focused ways of distribution through trading records 
with other labels compared to using more commercially orientated 
distribution outfits? 


Jeroen: trading is still very important for Coalition. | think it is one of the 
most important characteristics of the DIY network. It keeps the variety high 
and the prices low and gives small labels/scenes the opportunity to 
develop and also to explore other regions and countries. Connect to the 
network. | became more strict in trading. Some bands or labels are almost 
impossible to sell in the Netherlands, simply because people don’t know it 
or refuse to take notice. There is so many records coming out every week, 
that noone can even keep up with what is going on. So it almost has 
become an oxymoron: trading still is important, but at the same time it can 
not been done in half of all cases, since the records from other labels 
would just sit here (which is as effective as throwing your own records out 
of the window). 


Marcel: We still do a lot of trading and | think that trading is a great way to 
get your records distributed, especially if you are a smaller label. Trading 
is important because it gives you a sense of community, it builds the 
network and just the fact that you do not see another label as a competitor 
is one of the great things about hardcore/punk. But besides trading we use 
the more commercial distribution network as well and of course we sell 
records at shows. 


! The Oath 


RTB: What do you think of exclusive distribution? 


Jeroen: | guess this is a hot issue these days. There are pros and cons to 
the whole issue. A lot of the labels are just sick of getting ripped off and not 
getting paid in time. A big distributor has the power to collect the bills and 
make people pay that order records. | think that is one of the most 
important reasons why labels decide for exclusive distribution. Honestly, 
anyone that has been doing a label must admit that the DIY concept/scene 
has failed in this matter, and that there’re a lot of irresponsible (read flakers 
and rip offs) around. Still..... there are reliable distros out there and the bad 
part about exclusive distribution that in many cases prices are getting a lot 
higher and availability is pretty horrible. 


Marcel: | think exclusive distribution is mostly bad for hardcore. You have 
the real exclusives like Mordam for example, which means that records are 
not available through the smaller hardcore distros or at shows (not to 
mention the higher prices). And just the fact that a group of distributors 
have a monopoly isn’t something we should strive for if you ask me. It also 
makes it easier for a lot of labels, too easy in the sense that they do not 
have to work on their own distribution or do any trading and are basically 
only choosing bands to do a record with. | am afraid it will have a negative 
effect on the network’as it is. You might think, wait a second, you guys are 
being distributed by Ebullition. Yes, and although | am quite negative about 
exclusives, we are not an actual exclusive because we still do our own 
distribution here in Europe and we do trade with labels in the US (and in 
Europe of course). 


RTB - How do you feel about the apparent rise of the far-right and 
anti-immigration rhetoric in Holland, a commonly perceived liberal 
country? Where do you see the roots in this apparent upsurge? 


Jeroen: | think we have not experienced half of what is going on in France 
or Austria, where extreme conservatism or rightwing ideas are popular. In 
the Netherlands there is no real acceptance for these ideas. The bigger 
threat right now is that popular political parties push issues like family- 
values, safety in the streets and so on. Doesn't sound that bad at first, but 
what it means, is that we're on the eve of returning to the 5Oies, that 
politicians want cameras in every street and give police the right to search 
anyone without a reason with the argument: Why would you care, if you 
don’t have anything to hide? Things like this scare me, and make me think 
of what Discharge sang about 20 years ago with the song ‘State Control’. 


Marcel: First of all | think it is a misconception to think that Holland is a 
liberal country. Most its liberal regulation (prostitution, drugs etc.) came 
from the view that it was more practical than to enforce some law that has 
little priority. Maybe compared to many countries it seems liberal, but | do 
not think it is. As far as the anti immigrant rhetoric and the support for it, it 
has to do with the fact that after 8 years of consensus politics and relative 
welfare people were ready for a change and were just bored with the 
established politicians. Things were presented as major problems like 
immigration in the media (on top of the general anti-Muslim sentiment after 
Sept 11) and were picked up by the general public, populists saw their 
chance. 


RTB - Where is Coalition heading to? Do you both see yourselves 
continuing the label well into the future? 


Jeroen: | personally think we will slowly develop ourselves. We used to 
only put out fast hardcore, but our taste seems to develop as well, resulting 
in putting out records for Oil, JR Ewing, Books Lie, Wolves, Let It Burn. | 
think we will do more bands in the future that are different from what we're 
used to do. Other than that | can not really say right now..... 


Marcel: | do not know, we will just keep putting out the records by bands 
that we like, we both have a quite different taste, also my wish would be to 
be able to extend our activities into publishing and other activities. But that 
has proved to be harder than | thought. 


‘Contact information 


Coalition Records 
Newtonstraat 212 
2562 KW Den Haag 
The Netherlands 


Website: www.coalition-records.com 
E-mail: info@coalition-records.com 
Fax: +31 70 392.2673 
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REASON TO BELIEVE BENEFIT COMPILATION - CD”1 


“Pound notes, loose change, bad cheques anything 
- gimme some money” - SPINAL TAP 


ee 


may 


it's getting dark again, it’s raining out there - another day spent in 
front of a screen, I’ve got a sore shoulder and that repetitive strain 
thing in my right wrist - my hands are covered in pritt stick, tearing up 
tiny bits of paper scraps - i look around, the room is a mess and i 
feel fuckin mental! 


Stillllll - who gives a fuck? The comp has been mastered and the 
cover is completed, (total cut and paste punk rock shit cos that's 
what | was brought up with) - the original plan was to sit at home and 
burn the cd’s individually until i actually sat down and worked out 
how long that would take - and the computer is always fuckin 
breaking down. 


Steve who does Ripping Thrash zine and FCR records is in the 
business of DIY CD duplication so he’s knockin out 500 of these 
babies, Footprint of Leeds are a workers co-op and they're printing 
the cover ecologic style - | like the way that’s all turned out, 
underlining 100 per cent the ethos of the zine /comp / everything! 
We need to sell the lot to get our asses out of debt but I’m not too 
worried cos it’s a fuckin killer line up: BREZHNEV, COCHE BOMBA, 
CRISPUS ATTUCKS, DUMBSTRUCK, ENDSTAND, E-150, HHH, 
IMBALANCE, MANIFESTO JUKEBOX, NNY, SEEIN’ RED, SIN 
DIOS, STAND, UNKIND. 


Now for some statistics - 14 bands from 7 countries doing 21 songs - 
10 of which are unreleased elsewhere, (the bands have all been 
featured in R2B since it’s inception 2 years ago) Wrapped in a 6 
panel foldout cover and costing you 3 quid, 6 euros or 8 dollars at 
most.. 


Yes, we're virtually GIVING it away - the price of a pint at the north 
bar (aka the ‘Corridor of Cunts) in Leeds goddamit, this is because 
we will be going round GUILT TRIPPING people into purchase - cos 
if that’s what it takes..... - and let me tell you that’s a lot more fun 
than the hundreds of hours Stu and myself spend hassling half 
assed labels for ads so we can keep the zine going, they say our ad 
rates are too much - they want to trade ads for their releases - they 
want fucking DIY done for them! Anyway - so here is a REAL ‘Sound 
of the Underground’ - not that ‘Pop Idol’ reality TV rubbish (although 
it is a good song don’t you think?) You're listening to the streets. 


Here goes with the review then - a full page glowing review of our 
own product written by the person who put it together, it’s true, it's 
true - no attempts at modesty whatsoever, | am great, my band 
rocks, my label rules and everything i do is awesome , hey my shit 
even smells of rose petals !! Reason to Believe doesn’t run columns 
so sometimes you just want to go on and on like i’m doing right now 
but ya got to slip it into a review or a letter or something. The ego 
has landed - ow! 


(talking to yourself again - you get put away for that) Back to the 
fucking review byyaAAAch, this time for real. It's hardcore punk - 
some melodic, some right noisy - mostly male (so shoot me! ) All the 
bands interviewed in the zine so far responded and sent tracks, they 
all rule. (NEWBORN from Budapest, Hungary didnt reply but i heard 
talk they'd been drafted ?? - Zoli from NEWBORN out there ? write 
me!! how are you ?) 


The cunning song order technique (ie alphabetical) works well and 
alternates between growling and lala at a decent rate, there are a 
few snatches of conversation / quotes from interviews sprinkled in to 
add some flava. Yes | love the songs on here but it’s the theme that i 


want to write about - the music and words 
are made by people who GIVE A FUCK, and 
that means a lot in these times - times when 
bands are ‘DIY’ until something ‘better’ comes 
along, it’s happening all the time -and those 
people are the ones who DON’T GET IT!! As 
Mattucks says, he’s more time for 
MOTORHEAD who are straight up about 
what they’re about! (and the finest rock band 
in the world of course- ed). In ‘HC Punk 
Capitalism’ (It’s for the Kids) CRISPUS 


_ ATTUCKS scream ‘It’s for the kids ! - 


BULLSHIT! Selling kids their own culture you 
fucking hypocrites, you believe in nothing, 
you've sold your soul for shit, no art, no love, 
no passion, where are your politics ?? Victory 
is your Epitaph?!” That says as much to me 
as a million page expose on ‘the state of DIY’ 
or whatever else people wanna get technical 
about - some things are simply right or wrong. 


Politics, community and principle aside - this 
shit rocks AND we'll have your fuckin money, 
and like with charity you'll feel good cos 
you've ‘helped out’ (even though most of you 
do FUCK ALL. -haha!) Seriously though - this 
is a great introduction to the international DIY 
HC / Punk world, all the contacts and web 
sites are listed in the cover too - get a few 
copies and give them to your little mosher kid 
brothers and sisters, we want lives changed, 
nothing less!! 


Now go back to the inside front page for the 
details - You are ordering this right now. 


FLAT EARTH RECS (on standby for the Crust 
revival in about 2008) See Ad for Addresses. 
- Distributors get in touch - no, we won't trade 
. - it’s for chaarridee. 
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Believe it or not, skateboarding is well and truely a part of punk rock, and more SO, S y 3 A, sf é | . 
Pi ever an integral part of the nature of DIY. Whilst some of you might think® 4 | yi 4 O/ & 
sk 


ateboards are for kids, you are probably right, but who the hell’ wants to grownl ee a oe 
up and be an adult anyway? Lee ee ee 7 
i 


hat follows is a mass interview conducted with various key players of the DIY hardcore punk scene and relatively punk end of the! 

skateboard industry. Everyone included in this article has something to say about the nature of skateboarding today ae were asked nol 

Ithe basis of thier involvement in the DIY scene. Sure they not be the worlds best skateboarders or in the hottest trendiest band out there, 4 
Ibut thats not what DIY or skateboarding is about. They are doing it for the love of it, cos they feel they have to in order to live. | I 
y Whilst this is a mere handful of answers from a mere handful of punks, it by no means represents all skate punks, skateboarding in 
general, or punk in general. Its just the thoughts of a few who continue to skate and remain punk despite the recent boom, media hype 
Vand MTV-ism. It is shame not everyone we asked could be bothered replying, but we can forgive them cos they were probably too busy! 
f 


1-Well, my name’s Alex, I'ma 20 year old kid, QP ye ee 


I live in the suburbs of Paris, France. As PEM my 


l j . Im Fos I run the Heroin Skateboard brand and Landscape another board company 
involvement in the D Y scene, well I’ve been S which we are about to release It used to be called Organic. Both are based in the v\ 
foes a handeatel enh rine ad led Flack Lun in my front room in New Cross South London. I made up both brands choosing the 

os Pa bands, put out some tapes MOR peek oar teams doing graphics adverts producing videos and the business side of it all . 


organising gigs. As for skateboard , I’ve been ska Wa 
for 6 or 7 years , I still suck but it’s so much fun tha 


ene SD © Se Ae ee 
I can't see myself stopping . 


me is Heidi and I live in London. 
My involvement in the scene de A 
of regularily going to gigs and spora heey 
putting up gigs with some friends oH y 
Paco y Nani) Skatewise the most DIY ing 
I've done so far is to build a miniramp.in my 
backyard in Austria. Thats about it. 


AAAASAAAHAAAAAN AANA TNH AA TTT A 


RAY 


SARTRE 


SRAM 


1.1 am James and | amin a band called four planes in four days. We put J 
on DIY rock shows with other bands. Occasionally | do the PA for gigs. 
Sars on » Skate wise | am not proactive in the local scene. 


SONNY coesagangannaaien oa ANSARI 


Toy GLOSS &?. 00 2 “ality SATA AAG ANNAN OAR AR aR TAR RHR RT AR AN ARAM ogg 
anna, i play bass in the KABINBOY 4 
Oe aaa a call 


‘ponent 


My name is Mike Beer and I own Beer City skateboards and Records. — 
My tnooloment is making skateboards and putting out music. 
Besides of coarse skating and going toshows, = 


«corey web 

/~T am just a skateboarder, 
and all | do is go 
skateboarding whenever | 
can. 


Well i do scenepolice records and that is 
basicly a “full time job”. While still 
working a “normal” job and still going to 
uni, i work at scenepolice maybe 8 hours a 
day and at times that can be a hassle, but 
it’S soooo much fun!! We started having 
shows again in Bonn, so scenepolice is 
putting Bonn back on the map, but only for 
scenepolice bands at the moment! 


fy name is Tuomas M 
call 


ed On a Solid Rock 


€ are probably go 
ity Threat. sk i 


1. 1M MIKE ANTIPATHY AND I'VE BEEN A PUNK AND SKATER SINCE 
1987 WHEN I GOT MY FIRST DEAD KENNEDYS LP AND MCGILL MINI 
IN THE SAME WEEK. OVER THE YEARS I'VE PUT ON TWO HOMICIDAL 
PUNK FESTS (RESIST AND EXIST AND ASYLUM), A COUPLE HUNDRED 
SHOWS, A DOZEN FANZINES AND NEVER PROGRESSED OUT OF MY 1990 
BATTERUY OF SKATETRICKS... 


matt moffatt. I used to play guitar in crispus attucks 
until we broke up in april '02. I've been skating on and 
off since '86 


ee 


et 


ores 


il’m xleox and I’m 
responsible for this 
whole damn article sol | 
think | should also get a | 


chance to have my two : . é R 
lcents worth, considering c os ~— BE 5 re. ui Cc I 
iRichie, Sned, Cath and 2 os Zi sincera Mad ¥ 
|Hyland have included / : : : ee has 


themselves in thier 
contributions in previous 
issues of this two bit 
rag. As far as what | do 
in the hardcore punk 
scene... well, apart 
from piss alot of up 
tight greebos off with 
my no-nonsense attitude 
on their internet 
‘hangouts and at shows, | 
loccassionally do Tours R 
i\Us DIY tour booking in 
and around the UK, 
sometimes drive bands 
Erteea i do flyers for 
then help with the odd 
show/HC festival for 
worthy bands, and try 
to do layout and design 
for my friends record 
‘releases and adverts. | 
used to have my own 
skate zine back in the 
imid 90’s and | used to 


icontribute to other 


H 


zines like Interpol Times sr ee 
and The International My name is Nick, | do a labelf # 1.My mame is Juanma I am originally from the Basque Country. 
Straight Edge News called “enslaved”, do} Due to a lack of sk8parks in my area we built all sorts of ramps 


each os dee occasional tours for bands | 
: 


in 2 shitty hardcore like, and “sing” in the band 


bands in the past, and | |Boxed In. Skate wise: old 
am currently trying to 


get a good one going! 


in industrial areas a minipoo! and two squatskateparks all 100 DIY. 
We also very successfully organized sk8 competitions and jams in 
the sk8 squats. I have always tried to stir clear from the commercial 


side of skatehoarding. Regarding the punkHe scene | was playing in 
hands organised gigs and tours worked with zines was a driver for 
hands distributed records and zines...and participated in various 
activities in squats and political collectives. At present I am 
occasionally organising gigs in London with my Girlfriend and Paco 
and Nani Ja vida es on mus 


bastard large board rider & 
On the skate front! did | |{member of “Team Bongo 


some skate graphics for 
my local skate shop, am 
involved with the local 
Aspire autonomous 
centres where | helped 


Death” amongst other 
things... 


ee ud. Hello, my name is Alex and i do : : : 
Ibe mir the eae d ‘Zdndor records ins “ he : oe 1. I’m Ville, 28 years old, I live in Tampere, 
Death Ramp, plus! doa} eit Mae Finland. I’ve been the si f k rock band 
jfew other things i’d ‘In Leeds. With regards to skating i pene. 1 Ve Deen) ee 
‘rather not mention on ‘don’t know how involved you can be. Wasted from the beginning, 1996 and I’ve been a 
1 opal ee. 4 = If you count actually hate ae Skateboarder since 1988. 
|Reason To Believe comes} ("”/vement, then i’m involved. 
|together after all the Recently I helped build the short 
jmess everyone else ‘lived, but much loved “Bongo Death: : 


makes, even if it is | Ramp”. 
late... (har har) ee 
| 2 -How BIG an influence is skateboarding on your life? What about punk / hardcore? 


> Skateboarding is a very big influence in my life, 
( it is my life really. That's how I've made my living 
for the past five years and hopefully how I'll continue 
to do so. Punk and Hardcore have been big influences 
on me as well, that’s all I listened to for a long time. 


2- Skateboard had a huge influence on my life , | came to hardcore punk 
ihsougs: skateboard (or maybe it’s the opposite , 1 don’t remember), and I 
met a lot of my friends thanks to it and all. Even if these days I don’t 
skate as much as l used to , I still feel bad when I don't skate for weeks, 

I guess it says a lot about how much it means to me. As for hardcore punk 
I guess it’s the same , I met a lot of friends thanks toit and it takes a lot of 


I started off listening to Bad Brains, Black Flag and my time, I mean, I’m always doing something hardcore related , be it 
Minor Threat and listened to them and other similar working on the zine, helping on gigs or just listening to records 

stuff for a long time, but right now I listen to a lot 

of different stuff. I like Black Metal stuff like Sh NR 


AeA vr) 
2. Skateboarding is my life, man!! | used to be obsessed | 


Darkthrone and I also like Tom Waits, I'm kind of : 
b: d by T ight : : ri es : 
ee with skateboarding, now | skate when | feel it-it relaxes my | 
' mind and gives me the energy and drive to do other stuff. i 
_ Skateboarding has made it easier for me to make friends-the |__ 
SKateboarding is physically addictive for me, | international language of gnarl baby. | 
niu tite oo Inlek teat Chad te tones Rote _ [discovered Punk/harcore through a friend of mine (lan from | 
now forainately and Fane 16 ouetainate coat. _ Swindon and of Behel fame)who made me some kick-ass mix | 
Its just comforting to know that whatever goes ' tapes . The idea of DIY shows/distrosAabels motivated me | 
wrong at least you have skateboarding, which g P N 
is guaranteed to cheer you up. Punk/hardcore _ out of my band wilderness years. Also when | started to go to | 
as its mentality influences many decisions ¥ take punk shows | found the lack of barrier between band and | 
nm everyday e. 


g atmosphere (although its arguably ; 
SE RES returning of late.) { 


ee | 


*btee 


2, Skatehoarding used to occupy most of my free time years 


hack now Im suffering the aftermath loads of aches and hroken 
hones. Ponk has made me see and live life in a more conscious way. 


k 
— iy, its like the punk family thing, its world wide, itamaees me yg 
ia a ean Sat pega ie ooo SN LIOVE RT » 


‘hardcore, I y 

y ° (a , ‘ = a 5 

‘th ally can’t sum up ina few s ae 2. Skateboarding had a really big influence 

: at wouldn t convey how these thi RERICOCES, 5 when growing up. When you're a teenager you 
‘every aspect of my Ti : ngs affect nearly: are kinda orced to do things like the other 
‘world aro ife and my peception of the: kids do. So when we found skateboarding, it was 
: und me, 7’ : the possibility to skate anywhere, anytime, 


‘been to some instead of spending your time hanging out doing 
reat places, Peotball maybe once a week 


- had son : : hi i 

ip, Some gre ; nothing and playing 

if m sure my body will never = at times and: like the other kids did. The punk had the same 
constant abuse it has : recover from the: feeling as skateboarding, somekind of freedom to 
things mo ; aS recieved, There are SO many: do your own thing, find your own ways to 

: permiate my life that are directly ae express yourself. 


I have been skating for a very long time. Its something I like to do. 

Shoes. Theres a lot of Semiotics ;j As far as influence well nt only dol skate but I sell skateboards to. 

Secret code or ; Daan cee Sol would have to say it was a huge influence. 

: or something. : oe : AS Rigo Nedehaad : : 

erties me | he same thing as skating. Been listening to puitk for the whole time | 
ARE cs ines memes skated. then starting a record label imensed me even more so into it. 

So its definatley been a huge influence as well. 


sin 7 Ti, e F 

apni linked to skatin » for example, just | ittle: 
3 6" Ses . the way j view architecture to vis if it ag) 
; and looking Sor ollie holes in peoples: 


: Skateboarding made me who | am today, 
gave me something to dive into and 
something to shout for from an important 
age. It acted as a very direct carrier of ideas 
that otherwise would have passed me by. It 
has broken me in two many times and ruined 
me financially. | have given just about 
everything | ever had to skateboarding, and 
as yet, | have had nothing back. | don’t even 
care. As far as I’m concerned punk rock’s 
coming along for the ride. There’s nothing 
wrong with that, it’s a handy match, skating 
and punk, but I’m in it for me and the wheels. 


2. SKATING AND PUNK WERE PRETTY INSPEREABLE IN THE 
LATE '80S8 AND EARLY 90S... MOST KIDS WHO SKATED WERE 
PUNKS AND VICE VERSA. THOUGH IN MY LATER YEARS OF 
LIVING IN THE MOUNTAINS AND NOW ON A SAILBOAT, SKATING 

HAS SORTA DWINDLED TO SOMETHING I ONLY DO WHEN FM IN CITIES, 
PUNK HAS BEEN PRETTY MUCH THE ONLY THING I'VE KNOWN SINCE 
BEFORE PUBERTY... ALL OF MY POLITICS AND A LOT OF MY PERSPECTIVES 
ON THE WORLD ARE INTIMATELY TIED TO PUNK... AND OF COURSE, 
THERE'S NOTHING PUNKER THAN GRINDING INDUSTRIAL CIVILIZATION DOWN 


ONE CURB ATA TIME... 


| think I’m addicted to skateboarding. | get stressed out and tetchy if i haven’t been 
skateboarding in a while. | find myself waking up each day remembering that i had 
been skateboarding in my dreams, or that i wanted to be skateboarding or 
something like that. Whenever i’m out and about i see obstacles, curbs, banks, 
stairs and things i imagine can be utilised by skateboarders, where most people see 
inanimate objects. Over the years | have managed to recognise the unique rumble 
of someone skating down the street and find myself being forced to look. | can spot 
skate logos and ollie holes on people a mile away, as well as who the poseurs are.... 
| have the whole snot nosed skate punk attitude of a cynical 15 year old kid who 
hates everyone in his school aside from his skate buddies and favorite janitor down 
to a tee. Its become part of who | am, and what | am and i really don’t see how i 
can escape it, but at the same time | never want to, so i’m not even going to 
bother trying. However, somewhere along the way the whole straight edge hardcore 
ethics and value system krept in and |’m now fully conciensous about what i buy, 
what i eat, where what i wear has been made and by whom, what bands | listen to, 
what i take into my body. Being straight edge has also become second nature to me, 
alongside the skateboarding and again | don’t feel the need to change who or what | 
am. I’m quite comfortable with it. | think this has all probably got something to do 
with the environment i grew up in (or should that be “didn’t grow out of”?) and the 
invaluable experiences | have had in my lifetime, through travel, friendships, ) 
adventure and learning. There is definately a connection between skateboarding doing shows, doing tours, printing 
and punk rock. | find the gnarilest or most original bands usually have some sort of __ l-shirts... This punk and skating 
skateboard connection, and I’m convinced its the creative, pragmatic and street ee for example influnced a lot 
smart cynicism of skateboarders that make these bands that little bit better. of the choices I've made in my life, 
_ like not going to military or 
choosing a career in marketing, but 
choosing doing a lot of things 
yourself, by your own hands, by 
your own terms, being a vegetarian, 
skating and so on. So, I'd say they 
both have had and still have a big 
influence on me. 


Skateboarding has much to 
In my lifell! 


“passing phase” then? 


2. Well, it’s basically all I do, 
nowadays, play punk rock, skate 
and do all kinds of things that 
somehow connect with them, like 


skateboarding to me is more about spending time with my friends and doing 
something i like, than participating in the scene and keeping myself versed of 
what ’s going on in the scene. it used to be more important but i still love it. 
hardcore punk means a lot to me. it has given me a lot of new friends and 
thrown me into places and situations i never would ‘ve been in otherwise. 
also, ilove the fgeling when i can go off on a band that i like. ilike to participate 
with people who defy the standard of how to live and think. i like the aspect of 
doing it yourself. 


Skateboarding and punk rock mean everything to me! I can’t really skate 
that hard anymore like i did back in the day, nor as much, cuz i fucked up 
my tendants in my foot and i have a screw in my knee and it hurts when i 
do stairs and the such! And then there’s scenepolice, that doesn’t let me go 
out and skate from 9-8 anymore cuz i’m home filing orders, sending out 
trades etc (see above)! I have always considered punk to be a part of 
skateboarding and vice versa, fuck all them trend setters, fuck all them x- 
games-dimmwitts, that think they’re soo punk and in 2 years they’ll all be 
working at mercedes or some other shitty multinational! Skateboarding was 
always punk, no matter what the git msuka tells you and his sorry ass 
muska-beats! I don’t want to diss hip hop here, don’t get me wrong i love 
hip hop (a little less sexism, tho please!!). Punk changed my life to the 
fullest and then came skateboarding and that helped me a lot especially to 
sober up a bit, cuz i couldn’t be drinking hard all day anymore, cuz i 
wanted to skate, so there! I don’t know where i’d be with out the 2 today, 
especially the combination of the 2! Just look at our first CD on scenepolice. 
It has a skater on the cover! 


oN Nee eee 


Back to the Future. I know I should say like a Black Flag record or something 

and try and sound cool right? but it wouldn't be true. I think I can directly put 

it down to 'Back to the Future’. I wanted a skateboard for years and years and \g 
my parents never let me have one because they thought it was too dangerous, but 

when that film came out every kid on my street had one so my parents had no option, ¢ 


I was getting a board. I think I was 13. Seo Exe 


3. As we're brothers, things happened quite the same way 
for both of us. At first I had to use Ville's old decks 
as I'm the younger one... And we did nothing but skated, 
maybe went home to eat once a day and went again skating. 
Now twelve or so years later it sounds 

a bit fanatical... 


; 3 Wha made ‘you star skateboarding : 


I don't really know. I was unhappy in school 
at the time as I didn't really connect with most 
of my classmates. I guess I was just looking for 
something that had as little to do with school, 
football and pop culture as possible. It was a 

good way to deal with my extra energy too. 


3.Friends from my neighhourhood 
and my schoo! and of course D.R.1 

Suicidal Tendencies and Septic Death. 
Reing a ilyear old geezer it made me 
fee! a rehel... 


my brother got a nash skateboard when I was in the 3rd grade. 
1 used to go down my sloped driveway. then my brother stepped 

up and got a Schmitt Stix jeff grosso. after he wouldn't let me use it, 
I convinced my parents to give me a schmitt stix john lucero for my 
birthday. check it out at http://piraticalskates.com/collection/lucerobars.jpg 
skateboaring was booming at the point, so a lot of my friends started getting 
Powell Peralta and Vision decks...with copers and "The Bird"...anyone remember 
those things? anywho, for the most part | quit skating during the super techy 
years, but eventually found myself rediscovering all the fun [ used to have... 


% a boy | 


S=S- 


- Wanting to 
impress girls and 
the dayglo shorts. 


ee os i 98 iaSesassate seer 
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3. | started skating when the drummer from my first band got a set up. He popped | 
‘an ollie and | was instantly hooked. Not to mention "Back to the Future" of course, 
‘ ras | which was a huge influence on me wanting an electric guitar as wel 


NAAN IS NT LAA AAA 


! Punk rock! Spermbirds’ 
song “my god rides a 
skateboard”!!! So i got one 


and fell on my ass a lot! It looked fun and my neighboors older brother and friends were into it. 
And then i met other So we just naturally fell in line with them. 
skatepunks and we got 


better! And we all had a 
good/great time! 


te 


AB 


3. 1 WAS BORED IN A REDNECK TOWN 
IN THE MIDWEST AND SKATEBOARDING 
WAS WHAT ALL THE BAD FREAKY KIDS DID. 


3.Well, I played football and hockey, ‘cause everyone else played it, huh and we were forced to at school. But 
then in 88 there was a big skate boom in Finland and I guess everywhere else as well. And at first there was 
a whole bunch of people who skated and I thought I'll give it a try. I had done a lot of downhill skiing 
before, so I kinda liked the speed, the adrenaline rush and the danger. So, I started really going for it and 
became “almost” a fanatic skater, I skated 3-8 hours every day and when not skating I watched skate videos. 
After the skateboom summer, there was only like ten people in our area who stuck with it. Which we 
obviously did. It was a small village where we lived at the time. So, people kinda looked at us like we are 
somekinda freaks or misfits and we got some shit for it. Like people breaking our ramps. But it’s good that it 
didn t keep me from skating. I haven t stopped skating since. That was also the time when I first heard any 


punk music, | was listening to metal/hard rock stuff before. I heard Metallica play Misfits covers and that 
was it. Of course there was some Sex Pistols as well at first. But I liked the U.S. stuff more like Bad Brains 
and Black Flag. We couldn't get any punk records anywhere, so we recorded the Streets On Fire skate video 
soundtrack on tape and listened to that. There was some Circle Jerks, Descendents, Black Flag etc. on it. So, 
that, way I got into punk, and ‘cause we felt like misfits, it was also much easier to relate to the punklyrics im 
than the metal ones.) 
The movie Thrashin’ was also a big influence to start skating. 


the first wave of skateboarding came into finland in *87 and that’s when all 
of our friends started and so did i. it was so much fun, hanging out with your 
friends, learning the tic-tac and ollie with the kind of boards that every gas 


station and grocerystore used to sell back then... also, i liked it that i could go 
skating when ever i wanted to, with no coach telling me what to do and when. 
it was so much more creative than the traditional hobbies. 


A guy called Andrew Foxlee did a mute grab street plant outside music class in my 
first year at secondary school and i was blown away. We spent the whole lesson in 
one of the practice rooms looking at this issue of Thrasher mag with crazy 
sequences of guys like Arron Murray acid dropping over the EMB seven. After that | 
was hooked. | got my first crappy board when | was 13 and learnt how to skate 
down the hills around my house, and how to acid drop off the front step. About a 
year later my mum loaned me some money to buy a 2nd hand Hosoi street board 
with Bam Bam Wheels and Gullwing Pro 3 trucks and all.of a sudden tricks got a hell | 
of a lot easier due to the better equipment and the fun poured in. | realise now! | 
never fully paid my mum back, so I’m indebited to her forever! Along with this | had} 
my little brother hooked up to go skateboarding with, and he had friends who were | 
also into it. Back then Kick Noses were starting to appear and punk bands were 
regularly featured in the magazines and on the t-shirts of pro skaters in adverts and | 
photos. | remember borrowing ‘Streets of Fire’ and recognising loads of the music 
on the sound track as being stuff my elder brother was listening to at the time. It 
was music that all the ‘cool kids’ at school called me a ‘wierdo’ for liking, and the 
fact that | had a skateboard and funny looking shoes with ripped up sides meant 
they didn’t want to know a ‘freak’ like me, but | didn’t care. Somehow everything 
seemed to click and | found myself accepting who | was in that whole bullshit social | 
hierarchy they call school along with a few other ‘wierdo freaks’ and we were 
happy. We were able to make our own banks, jump ramps and obstacles out of bits 
of crap wood, metal pipes, pallettes or whatever else we found, everywhere we 
went. Living in a big city meant we had miles and miles of terrain to cover anda 
constant search for Animal Chin. With skateboarding | learnt how to look after 
myself, who the ‘real enemy’ was, various short cuts, basic first aid, how to 
shoplift, how to not spend money, and a whole new angle on the world to discover. |} 
think thats why its so addictive to spotty teenage boys who don’t fit in with the rest| 
of the crowd. Another thing i love about skate culture is that there are so many | 
facets to it. You have hippies who skate, drunk punks, fresh hip hop kids, straight 
edge kids, arty farty kids, all sorts of people, all sorts of races, all sorts of ages, 
sexes, sexualities, religions, ideals... Its universal but with a common links in its 
creative output of energy and angst in a fun and inventive ways. It means you have 
a whole variety of types who are your friends, from who you can learn, laugh and 
skate with... Its better than the high school mirror of punk rock in that respect! 


Three doors up in 1979, these two 
brothers had handmade skateboards 
with huge green Krypto’s and Gullwing 
trucks, which were bastard fast! | had a 
go, fell off, got my first “road rash” and 
was hooked. My first skateboard was a 
“Lotus” red polyprop from Halfords 
which was shit, which | had for years. 
Then around 1985 or 86 (?) whilst 
going home on the school bus, | saw 
two pictures of Sean Goff and Bod 
Boyle at Mons Ramp in a friends 
magazine called “BMX Action Bike” 
(later R.A.D), which changed the 
course of my life! Because from then 
on, | knew that skateboarding wasn’t 
dead and | had to find out all about it. 
So | ended up finding Surrey 
Skateboards and bought my second 
board, a G&S Stacy Peralta Warp 2 that 
| bought for about £7 from the proceeds 
of my paper-round. First “real” 10”x30” 
deck was a Z-Blank cut and painted like 
the Powell “General Issue” deck. 


3- As I said there has always been a link for me between punk and 
skateboard, but the strange thing is that I don’t remember which one 
I discovered first. I think 1 started skateboarding because it looked 
so cool to me, and | had nothing to do when I was not at school, and 
I've always hate mainstream sports like football and all that crap, 
and I wanted to do something where there was no rules, no teacher, 
no team and all that... So one fey my brother who is 9 years older 
than me gave me a very fat old school board and I bas fuckin’ happy, 
and I went in the streets and tried to ollie ... Aud I never stopped! 


ave a go on his 
i Pe pnee9 Sirst time i ever ste, ed: 
: ree ‘ a Sast and didn’t fall as much as i thought i oe) It 

of achievement due to learning it myself, 4 


:0n a Skateboard. J Pick 
‘was fun and there was 


\4 How doe skateboarding tein with the Hardcore / Punk stuff you ako do 


= swears. really. ee I wate — = not from 
: e haracore scene, ey are san oys from vei 
4- Well, since day one I’ve put some skateboarding in my zine, different backgrounds(scenewise). T like that, though. 
like pictures, news and all, and now I almost always ask the Se anan tentiee or soelete’ Biante Becket beled ga 
ee some aues hone avout sknibonra and also song in the back of my head helps me going faster though! :) 
(Frankie Hill, Face , aie It), Youth Riot, Reproach, Spittin he o y 
also have a project o, ng out a com on tape with only ban 5 sti 
_ singing about skateboard. it will be called "Flex your deck’, there : paehy OEE Fy ee te eigen e eert 
Poke e tha sas add erdas es hs He it ye fun ae other “older” punks that you talk to and kinda 
o put some old school skate artwork ! With one of my bands we also i i i 
have a song about skateboard , and last thing , some “4 ‘my “scenester” — realize their shoes are . bedi oe a the side 
friends love to make fun of me because I skate ... But then I make fun (ie. ollie holes) and you’re all like “ hey, you 


of them because they're crusty people haha! — skate?” when i met wasted the first time and 
saw that they had their boards with them i 


4. We've made a lot of friends ee skateboarding, almost freaked! I didn’t know them drunk 
the same way as we've made a lot of friends through the street-punks from finland skated! We just tore 
punk scene. And somehow there's a connection with the people F A go 

that skateboard, it's something you have in common and make it up and i had such a good time! And the 
ou even better friends. You have more to share. Nowadays a nitwits forgot their boards the last time! Other 
ot of the grape ici ert stuff I do has a lot to do with 

skating/punk. I have always liked the graphics of decks as than that my HC/punk scenenster stuff holds 


i like the graphics of records. They're just so great. me back from my sk8ing cuz i have so much 

It's an own world of graphic design and art. ee : 
work, but then again i always find the time to 

have a good session with some great mates! 


a 


Well if I’m going away on a tour or to 
a show where | have to stay over or 
whatever, | always bring my board. If 
| meet other skaters at shows | 
always try to make an effort to talk 
to them. If I’m away at some kind 
strangers house on tour and they’ve 
got skate videos, well thats what I’m 
going to insist on watching all night. 
If ’m booking a tour for a band who 
skate I’ll try my best to make they 
get some good skate spots taken in, 
especailly if |’m coming along too. 
Even if i only get to skate some 
greasy petrol station in the middle of 
no-where for 5 minutes, after a week 
driving about in the wind and rain, 
I’m happy to just boardslide a new 
curb. I’d also like to think that my 
whole outlook on life | have 


Ca 
Fs =< 
Ry 


* 4. The skateboarding community has always seemed to overlap with | 


= 


__the he scene. Shouts out to Spillers and Coach who have been around | 
_"“s\ long enough to remember when skate-punk and skate-rock meant | 
“something! Skating to a gig is the greatest pleasure on earth 


- AAA A AA INAA AAMENDAAAEAL ALANNAH, 
SAKA § 
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Well E sing in a band called Doku Dango who are these weird Japanese kids I know 
and they basically just love old British punk stuff. I liked them ages ago and we used 
their music in one of our videos, then the next thing I know I'm invited down to a 
practice so I go, and they're stood around looking at me and they're like 

"Uh we need a singer’. It's been a lot of fun actually played a few shows. 


Had a laugh. No records yet though. 


4.Well it used to he pretty connected as all the people | skated 
with were punks and many hands | listened to related to skateboarding 
eg. Larm Agent Orange Negative Gain.. 


4. ANYMORE AS THE WEST COAST PUNK SCENE HAS 
GOTTEN MORE AND MORE IMMERSED IN POLITICS, THE 
INFLUENCE OF SKATING HAS REALLY DIMINSHED... 
WHICH I REALLY THINK IS TOO BAD. A LOT OF US 
ANARCHO-PUNKS HAD OUR FIRST EXPERIENCES WITH 
POLICE OPPRESSION HAPPEN WHEN SKATE SESSIONS 
WENT AWRY AND OUR FIRST ACTIVIST MOMENTS FIGHTING 
CITY COUNCILS AND SCHOOL BOARDS OVER SKATING ACCESS... 
I KNOW DOZENS OF PUNK KIDS, REALLY POLITICAL PUNK KIDS, 
WHO SKINNED THEIR PROVERBIAL TEETH ON THE POLITICS OF 
SKATING AND WELL, IT'S TOO BAD WE AS A CULTURE HERE IN THE 
WEST TRY AND REDUCE SKATING TO AN ESCAPIST, INFANTILE HOBBY... 


developed from being a 
skateboarder, having dealt with 
harrassment, bullies, dirty alleyways 
and back streets, cuts and bruises, 
being chased by the cops, spending 
as little money as possible etc.. 
effects what | do with regards to the 
scene, be it whichever bands | help 
do tours or shows for, or what goes in 
this zine. Politically speaking, 


skateboarders realise that the police, 
security guards, conservative 
neighbours and trendy townsfolk are 
not as nice and kind and good willed 
as you are told as a child. You could 
say that | was involved in direct 
action the day | snuck out to the MRT 
station and took down all the ‘no 
skateboarding’ signs, or that being a 
white kid in an asian country whilst 
being harrassed and assulted by both 
corrupt cops and local triads meant | 
experienced some sort of oppression 
as a youth. | guess |’ve carried these 
experiences and sense of injustice 
right up until today and they are 
probably what have helped shape 
what | think. 


4. Well, at least I know many people who got into eps 
through skateboarding. I don’t think Wasted wou 
playing this kinda punk rock without the skateboarding 
past. I don't think the band would even exist. Skate 
magazines (at least Thrasher) had (still have) a lot of 
articles, interviews with punk bands. And that was the 
only magazine in the late 80’s where you could find 
articles about punk in our remote part of the world. And 
attitude-wise skateboarding has the same kinda anti- 


authority and no rules feeling to it. It’s a creative, very 
individual “sport”, some say it’s like creating art. 


um... well when i go skating, it’s with hardcore and punk kids. 
but it doe8n‘t tie in so much with it, i guess. there have been 
old school skate jams ix-finland with punk bands playing there, 
but i wasn’t involved in the oragizing of the events. 


SOME GOOD FUCKING METAPHORS IN GRINDS AND SICK HANDRAILS... 
THAT AND WHENEVER I GET FRUSTRATED IN A CITY, I'LL GO HIT SOME CURBS 
AND RELEASE SOME FRUSTRATIONS.. 


: | know a few heads from the music scene because of it 
Maybe | shift some gear at gigs, or buy an occasional 
LP that’s about it as far as the music goes. 


IN MY LIFE, SKATING POPS UP A LOT IN MY WRITING, ‘CUZ WELL, THERE'S 


skating and music take me to places that other things in this life never have 
and never will. as far as scenester stuff, I've always tried to make public my 
love of skateboarding ee encouraging others to find their niche in the world... 

to go out and do what they feel passionate about...except for rollerblading of course. 


Its rad to skate to punk and metal. Its so agressive just like skating. 
Plus back in the 80's skating and punk were not mainstream. 

Both things were looked down on by mainstream society. 

So the connection between the two was really strong. 


cg prea 7 Se 
| same as question2 ) 
— al 
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What, like | go skateboarding and put together records mid slash 
grind? It ties in as far as graphics work | have done/do, in that 
skateboarders are often the image on the flyer advertising a punk 
gig, or skateboarding imagery has been used for the record label. | 
skate but it doesn’t always tie in with the label, does it have to? | do 
both for fun, so they are quite similar in that way, although both also 
give their fair share of aggro in return! Having said that, | was 
brought up in an era where skateboarding and punk went together 
because | got into skating first, and punk second through reading 
Thrasher magazine. So I’ve always felt an affinity to “punk skaters” 
as its the best of both worlds. Skateboarding provided the “fuck you” 
catalyst and punk develops that further. The Alva, Zorlac, Skull 
Skates and Dogtown skaters of the 80’s were synonymous with 
being “Punk As Fuck”, and today Consolidated, Black Label, Zero, 
Hollywood etc. are the modern day equivalents. Punk and Skating 
have benefited each other for years, and that was hugely apparent 
in the 80's. You could argue its always been a shallow relationship 
based solely on marketing and selling an image (how many Black 
Flag skateboards have there been over the years for example’). 
Both are about pushing boundaries, living on the edge, exploring 
new possibilities and getting in trouble with the Police for pursuing 
your just desires! Ravers are not punk, if you are a raver and skate, 
fyou will always be a loser. 


‘4. For me it has always been part of the same thing:: 
When i first started skating i was also starting to to listen’ 
‘to John Peel on Radio 1 and listening to all sorts of: 


‘underground music, especially hardcore. I can: 
remember taping bands 


Fi ire” had loads of SST bands on the soundtrack like: 
Black Flag, Minutemen and Descendents etc. I thin 
sthere’s a big crossover because they are two things tha 
the majority of people just don’t understand. i think 
frustrates them that we gain so much pleasure an 
/create our own scene from something so simple. 


AMNION Nata: 


' well... it's cool again, for a start. and Ve become big S \ ctobatty and locally it has just gone more 
business, that became evident when t winning prize > mainstream. The image of skateboarding 
at vancouver's slam city jam went from phatcheck } ee ee ee nn, Gar hace one, 
‘ : ; public. It has lost much of its rebel 
toa nissan 4x4 | Fmape if you like. At the same time I've 
: oa é noticed that locally Lovepirantreheres | is being 
ushed off the streets and packed into parks. 


A nay 9 


ts sort of being “tamed”. 


skating is more mainstreamed now. even when it boomed in the late 80s 
} (and fate 70s | eaelegey it was a “fringe” activity. typically, jocks and 

preps weren't skaters. skaters were more outcasts than they were 

‘the in crowd". I haven't been to school in several years now, but I 
suspect the social dynamics of skaters has changed since the most recent 
industry boom. Another difference is that communities seem to respond 
better to the needs of skateboarders. growing up for me it was mostly 
street skating, and sometimes going to that one dude's backyard ramp. 
Things certainly perfect for skaters today, but I'll never complain about 
parks existing..even shitty ones. 


i>. I could write a book on this one. i don’t want to come acros 
ias awe ee! who harps on about how much better it was “back: 
tn the day"TM so i'll just list a few and i 
you can decide : 
they are good or bad. tees! 
| . Skate Sashion is now mainstream, you can’t go anywhere: 
\ a =a , - : without seeing someone wearing skate clothes. For example i: 
y A ton. Tricks, # of people skating. There is to many to list, QA\IIsI Te SONU T Ba 7 as (a 01 a a io , 
cS jand after waiting for two minutes at the bus stop i saw a kid with: 

a @ Thrasher flame hoody. Back then the only people who wore: 

‘Skate clothes were skaters. 


- thies happened to freestyle? you couldn't buy a skate magazine’ 
jin 88 without some photos of a man in knee high tube sock: : 
Short shorts and a headband doing a casper. 4 
:- Now there are so many more skate products available. yet there: 
Seems to be less choice and difference between each product. : 
jDecks used to have different shapes and wheels used to come in’ 
ia variety of hardnesses and sizes, Luckily i managed to adapt to: 
; ating a toothpick mounted upon four small rocks, but some: 
: people Just couldn’t make the transition, and why ihould th 2: 
Luckily the Dogtown revival has Suaranteed more ‘ead 
javailable large boards and big soft wheels q 


It has gotten loads bigger. I started working 


at Slam City Warehouse in 97 I think it was 
and I've seen the whole thing just get bigger 


and bigger. 


|: Skateboarding has been recognised as a threat and so the biggest 
change | have seen has been from one of subversive control (minor 
infringements of the law, cautions, some hassle from police etc) to 
jovert control (outright illegal status in most UK cities) where council 
run parks are being encouraged by younger kids and are being built 
by older parents. These things are not encouraging skateboarding 
or promoting it in any positive or genuine (apologies for the 
qualitative statements) way. They serve to provide some, often 
inadequate facility but more importantly set down rules which 
weren't there before about who, when and how skateboarding 
should take place. Skateboarding is not football. 


7 well, locally there has become a lot more spots to skate.( well, my hometown city has 


promised for about ten years to provide an indoor skatepark but has failed miserably) 

naturally, the age structure of skaterboarders has gotten a lot wider. globally, it’s pretty 
obvious that skateboarding has gotten so much bigger and more accepted. it become trom 
"children’s fun" to a "sport". 


oo sic ta hg don't know. The thing is that I started skating in this small 
boring stitburb and we were like 5 friends skating and that was it. Now just 2 
of us still skate regularly , and there's no more kids skating in my neighbourhood, 
which I think is really sad but what can I do? Globally, well, I’ve seen the prices 
ee and shoes gos ep like crazy every year, I've seen some mainstream 
skate mags being created, and of course I’ve seen the technical ge becoming 
more and more important, like now kids are trying to learn 360° Ee before 
even knowing how to ollie ... Which is lame of course. Come on kids, the first 
thing you should learn is how to do a fucking boneless !!! 


3. At least in Spain it seems like nowadays you always have to wear 
the latest stuff and do the trendiest tricks to he accepted you even get 
insult and abuse if your appearance doesnt match the latest fashion. 

It wasnt like that hefore all that mattered was to skate. Skate just isnt 
punk anymore. 
a. ee Seaman 


Sa 


5. In Leeds I've skated through et 5 age of the Hyde Park skatepark | 
_ and skateboarding seems very popular at the moment, in summer the | 
| can’t really answer cos I’ve moved _ university campus is overrun by the little bastards. They need to learn : 
around alot in my lifetime. But in how to move on quicker and tidy up after themselves. 
the past 6 years in Leeds I’ve i Globally, skateboarding has become a fashion accessory and asymbol | 
seen little grommets turn <..., Of "extremeness," whatever in the hell that is. In America giant super-parks _ 
into some of the gnarliest /£. _ af being built to contain and profit from skateboarding and the McSponsors | 
ointarc'dve vvenaeel \are moving in for their piece of the pie. At the same time skate-stoppers, anti skate — 
r k ' os architecture and creative application of bye laws all conspire against the humble | 

vee sate | street skater in England. These measures represent the state's usual approach to a_ 
|Stoppers and sr youth subculture-water it down and sell a version to the masses whilst attempting to | 
increased Oey, _ contain and /or criminalise the perceived threat to the dominant culture. Skateboarding ; 
by ie and ue ais threatening because it is expressive, and expressing yourself in public is tantamount | 
ound new routes, Sevssseneneentnneetnnenantnanenete —_ sens 


mann £9 domestic terrorism these days 
li n es a n d thi n g S t fe) sk at e a ll = SAMAR Ge See oor 


over the place. Back when | first started, ng was pri erground. The cool kids in school most definately did 
not like it, and the hip hop and punk music in s and the magazines was'all underground label stuff too. The idea of 
someone having a pro shoe wasn’t even considered. Graphics and adverts were pretty cynical and full of irony and even 
occassionally political and environmental ws in magazines had more in depth social undertones and overall it seemed 
like skating gave a shit about other stuffiin the big bad world. | used.to’buy PowerEdge magazine and they always had things on 
environmentalism, DIY ramp building, d clearing, political view points, especially when the first gulf war broke out. 
Nowadays the skatemags seem to choo gnore important issues are obessed with image, trends and mad props-yo. | 
looked at an american magazine yesterday and ing what a fucked up situation they have there with regards 
to Mr Bush, sweatshops, american pové d injustice, jt os of the same spots and riders showing off company 
logos. You read letters in magazine from tot t the Troops in the gulf and dissing any form of leftwing or 
‘radical’ thinking. There is also the fact that the americ inate the global skate industry and have a ‘sell-sell-sell’ 
attitude rather than a ‘skate-skate-skate’ one. This does ompanies, by the way, there are some kickass 
hardcore ones still out there who I’m not going to list... H , American brands are still considered superior 
mainly cos of all the hype they produce and the enomous ing skateboarding has got through MTV and the X- 
games, both of which are arms of corporate america. The definately do not have the majority of the best riders 
any more, thats for sure. All the big US companies now hav south americans or australians on thier teams cos with 
the global skate scene getting stronger, the american indus till want to have the strongest foothold and presense 
worldwide, cos the yanks tend to want to dominate everythit rid these days with this new Imperial American Empire 
and global dominance, which-as we all know is responsible ft qi and Afgan children in the name of ‘peace’, whilst 
ignoring human rights abuses, environmental destruction, goyel ruption etc... in their friends nations,.who let them 
build starbucks and muck-donalds on every street corner. th ere never around when | first started, or at least not as 
obvious. | sometimes wonder if the US side of the skate in red of the smaller europan companies and riders because 
_ they are ‘better’ than them. Look at Flip skateboards 
Nw f e. They used to be Deathbox, the 
timate british skate co. with uniquely 


Locally 


HAS DRAGGED SRATING To PoACoG t Reveat Ana eee 
s GGED SKATING TO PLACES I R WANTED TO SEE a 
IT GO. WHEN I WAS YOUNG, ALL THE SKATERS I KNEW WERE TOTAL : Cena — rhe 7 
FUCKUPS; PUNKS, JUNKIES AND FREAKS... NOW THAT PEOPLE ARE STARTING ere pCa ane Spe 
TO GIVE SKATING A FRANCHISE IN LEGITIMATE ATHLETICS, WE HAVE ALL everyone by surprise. All over 
THESE FUCKING JOCKS COMING AROUND, THE SAME CLOSEMINDED \europe there are tiny 
BONEHEADS WHO USED TO BEAT US UP IN SCHOOL, COMING AROUND AND _\companies who are in 
STEALING OUR CULTUBE.. AND DAMMIT, A LOT OF THE KIDS, BEING NATURAL “skateboarding for the love of | 
ATHLETES, HAVE TAKEN THE SPORT WAY FURTHER THAN OUR PUNK ASSES EVER Ee Sadeiniio bretivdanin | 
COULD... | MEAN FUCK, HOW MANY KIDS WITH MOHAWKS AND COMBAT BOOTS IR Preyer 
ON CAN PULL A FAKIE TO FAKIE 360 FLIP? NONE. IN MY HUMBLE OPINION, WE well. I’ve also noticed 
OUGHTA BRING BACK BILL DANFORTH AND THE OLD HSTREET VIDEOS AND GET christianity creeping 
SKATING BACK TO IT'S PUNK ROOTS. SQUAT TONY HAWKS MANSION AND BANKRUPT T into the skate 
HE CORPORATE INFRASTRUCTURE BEHIND IT... WE NEED TO SHOW THE MAINSTREAM industry and the 
WORLD THAT SKATERS ARE A BUNCH OF NO GOOD, LOWDOWN FUCKUPS AND THAT THEIR / | ile ‘moral white 
KIDS WILL DIE FROM DRUG OVERDOSES IF THEY GET TONY HAWK PRO SKATER IIL. elsegedes 
majority’ side of 
america having its ugly 


It'S THE ONLY WAY WE CAN RECLAIM OUR CULTURE AND OUR HISTORY... 


say in the skate world. Back in the day, they gave Natas Kaupas a 
bad time cos his first name spelt backwards is Satan, and that was 
about it... Now you get decks with bible quotes on them! | think it 
all went ‘wrong’ in the mid 90’s when wheels got smaller, decks got 
weaker, and clothes got ridiculous looking. That was when | feel the 
self indulgent, bullshit attitude and lack of caring in skateboarding 
took over... although | only realise that now. Back then, | was 
pressure flipping in my blind shorts with the best of them. I’ve also 
seen skate fashion being copied by non-skaters and jocks a fair while 
after skaters were done with it. I’d argue skateboarders made 
addias gazelles, baggy jeans, mesh caps, romulon floppy hair, and 
excessive partying fashionable over the years, cos everyone else was 
too scared to lead the way and too clueless to do their own thing 


Juanma 


.5.Obviously it’s gotten so much bigger nowadays, much 
more media coverage and common acceptance. Back in the 
day, we had to order decks and stuff from the U.S., ‘cause 
you couldnt just walk into any shopping mall and get 
your complete there. Nowadays it s everywhere, so it 
means much more competition and corporatios and all that 
industry shit, which is inevitable, but sucks. I guess the 
popularity has taken away something of skateboarding’s 
rebellion and individuality. It’s no longer a subculture. But 
to me it will always be underground, ‘cause that way I’ve 
felt it from the msg gs Now it’s accepted as any other 
sport, which it pisses me off, ‘cause it’s not a fucking sport, 
it’s a lifestyle, just like hardcore/punk. When it started 
getting big, | was really pissed off, ‘cause I would have 
Skate-punk to hip hop; super wide pants to studed maray Wanted to keep it as my own thing. But nowadays I don't 
again, T-Bones to bearingsized wheels to good sized wheels: care about that so much, you just kinda get used to it, I 
noses getting bigger ( ae i ies * guess. As long as it doesn t go as big as snowboarding or 
Flippityyfallonyourassdidyousee 7 ey these other extreme games. 
times-tricks to good fat wi As far as skating and tricks and stuff go, skating has 
progressed to a level where every trick is so fucking big 

bese and caught clean that I don’t know when it’s gonna stop. I 

think it can’t progress much more, it’s gonna stay at this 


level more or less. The progess has had some ups and Hi 


downs though, I fucking hated the pressure flip/small 
cuz wheels era. 
Sieeia sm o40varialpressurefliptopivotgrindrevertandnotlanditproper} 
there’s always a good session waiting! ly...era. And it was all rap music then. It almost killed 
skateboarding, so much jocks and trends and shit. 
Horrible.§ 


Then again, 


Bling. Bling. Who the fuck are these townie looking gold chain wearing fucks riding skateboards???!! | hate that shit!}; 
That minor irritation aside, | grew up when with it when it was underground, saw it get really big in the late ‘80's, die 
off, get slightly respectable in the mid ‘90's and then full on fucking mainstream as hell. And within all of thosef 
changes what’s come out overall is that skateboarding is bigger and more insane than it ever was in the late 1970's 
and this is reflected in the size of the skateboarding industry. Its HUGE. A lot of people are making a lot of money 
due to the mainstream appeal that skateboarding has. But If you cant skate, don’t worry! You can still look like a 
skater by buying skate clothes that cost a bomb...time was when you spotted a skater you went and spoke to them 
just because they were so goddamn rare to find! Nowadays | wouldn't cross the road or bat an eyelid at someone 
Iwith skate clothes on. That sense of in it together-ness has gone. I’ve seen a lot of things come and go, and now it 
seems its gone full circle-theres heavy interest in concrete parks which were common place 20 years ago. but inf ~ 
[the end, its about riding a plank of wood with urethane wheels, and that will never change. Rollerbladers are idiots} 
_ Jand those Snakeboard things are crapper than crap. eer 


It possibly has, for the -what- 10 millionth time 
since it started? There's always been skatebooms. 
They pass by. Think positive: at least we get more parks 


i think site A ee just capitalizing on being exploited, i 

it's great that the likes of tony hawk is still a role model and 
tony alva's shoes have been reissued. the unfortunate thing is that a 

the kids who have onl y known it since the 90's don't have the 
background, they only know the hype and the mercha 


6.More or less it always has really hasnt it “™ and the X-games. they don;t know pare ees fee ears F nes 
There are hoth pros and cons to this. aE RY 8 ALN aT ee 


The essence of what skateboarding is hasn't sold out, skateboarding is spending boxing day in 
a cold car park learning tricks, this is something that will always be there. Skateboarding has been 
sold out by people, knuckleheads in it because they think its a cool thing to say to you're into, or 

because they think they can make some quick money and next week it's Yo-yo's or scooters or whatever. 
Avril Lavigne and all those shit bands who make video's with skateboarding in them just because they think 
it's cool or whatever. Skateboarding is not cool. 


If 


it has then its no more sold out than punk or hardcore... 
probably less so either way. Skaters in the limelight have 
loads of talent and ‘work’ hard at what they do, whilst 
shitty indie pop punk emo pretty boy so-called ‘punk’ - 
bands rarely have any talent and probably do a maximum 
of 40 minutes ‘work’ a day. The only time these bands 
might get hurt is if they decide to get ‘extreme’ and 
stage dive. ooh!! However, the actual soul searching, 
{street cruising, getting sweaty, feeling dirty, hurting 
yourself, damaging property, scaring pedestrians, being 
rowdy, shouting “FUCK” in public when you slam, pissing 
off security guards, weaving in and out of traffic, going 
out in the middle of the night, trying idiot tricks at idiot 
spots at idiotic times will never ever sell out. Word. But 
when you get double page adverts of people wearing 
poncy sunglasses, looking pretty in clothes made in 
sweatshops, sporting pimpstyle watches, groping 
skantily clad women, whilst trying to suggest somekind 
of usefulness these have to actual skateboarding then 
yeah. | believe that the hip hop side of skateboarding 
(cos we’re not all into punk) has always embraced 
these things, and its sad cos they have nothing to do 
with skateboarding. The image aspect of that side of 
the culture distracts and limits skateboarding. 
Nowadays there are alot of adverts showing 
‘glamour shots’ of the team riders stood around 
doing nothing but looking pretty, whereas 
before it was always about gnarly tricks or 
misbehavior. In general most skaters who 
prefer hip hop seem to only skate street, 
whilst people who prefer punk tend to be 
more all rounders. Who knows? Maybe this is 
something anthropologists should look at. 
However, suggesting underage drunkeness, 
drug use and idiotic behavior are things that 
go along with skateboarding, so i’ve no real 
problems with that. In fact | wonder how 
many pro skateboarders would be allowed 
to take part in the Olympics if 
skateboarding was to ever be included? 
I’d say most of them would fail the 
drugs tests, and the number of nations 
with teams would be a tiny. Its not like 
Badminton where every nation does it. All 
the new Video games have inspired alot of kids to — : e 

start skateboarding, but with unrealistic goals, in my No it hasnt. I t just has been acepted by the mainstream. 
opinion. The amount of times I’ve been asked by All that means ts more public parks. Less skate harrasment 
youngsters if | can do a 900 or a rocket air and more ska Hg OF everyone! 

to grind is frightening. And often i don’t 
see them having as much fun as they 
should be, because they are being over 
competitive and arrogant. Its scary to 
see Calvin Kline adverts on TV with some 
long haired jock looking pretty with a 
skateboard, or walking past FCUK stores 
with decks in the window used as 
accessories. | often feel its a sad waste of 
a decent skateboard, and the whole 
cheapening of something thats a part of 
me and my persona by an industry and 
evil culture | am highly opposed to and 
try to have as little to do with as 
possible. 


6- Of course I think skateboarding has sold out ! How can you think something 
else? They even talk about putting it in the Olympic games!!! Fuck that shit! 
Skateboarding’s no more a punk i rebel thing ,now when you arrive on a spot 
everyone's looking at you to see if you have the right shoes, if your shirt is cool 
enough and so on... Everyone's so inuch into fashion these days... But on the 
other hands, I know that there’s still some kids in every town that skate just 
for fun and don’t care about fitting in, and ete listening to Black Flag and 
Minor Threat, and they kick ass, and | know that when Uf?) someday : 
skateboarding won't be cool anymore, all the trendy kids will go on with their 
lives and start to play sol or whatever, while all the die-hard skate kids that 
are. doing it for fun will keep on thrashing! I can’t wait for that day to come! 


DROP PRTRES oy SET AAR TE OAS 


yr’ 6. Skateboarders are guilty of accepting change and hoping that | 
poe it all works out ok and we all do this to an extent in our lives. i 
i] Andy Mac however is a total sell out-photo ops with the president 
= for crying out loud-what a whore! Skateboarding needs to support 
its own DIY ventures which would strengthen the sense of community 
————— noms and the skate economy. 


AKL GAN 


SS TANT 


i guess it depends on what skateboarding was meant to be in the firs place. 
but if we talk about skateboarding as a counterculture, a way of self-expression 
that’s meant to be for the kids by the kids, then yeah, i guess it has sold out but 

not totally. lately it seems like the counterculture and punk aspect are coming back 
pretty strongly. but all the x-games and Nike commercials and all that are the other 
extreme. nowadays it seems like it’s almost the norm to include skating irthe music 
viddos on MTV, no matter what kind of music. it’s "cool" and it sells. so my answer is, 
that it and hasn‘t sold out. 


No, because this question implies that skateboarding is political. 
skateboarding isn’t overtly political nor a homogenous mass with 
a “world view”. | think a better question would have been, “who 
do you think has sold out in skateboarding?” because you are 
implying that skateboarding as a whole has sold out, and that 
plainly isn’t true. Its far too diverse for that to be the case. There 
are plenty of old farts out there oblivious to the trends and 
fashions within skateboarding, because they are enjoying it for 
what it is, not for what the industry wants it to be or wants them/us 
to buy. | despise the whole “extreme” tag that skateboarding has 
gotten from the media, and | think those that play along with the 
media machine and: benefit from it “to further’ skateboarding 
(a.k.a their product) are the ones who should be held responsible 
for fucking up the image of skateboarding, that the rest of us have 
to deal-with from time to time. 


‘6 Skateboarding hasn’t sold out. There are still plenty of: 


‘people keeping skating real, it’s j 
‘in the skate industry want to ma 
‘name to products which have not 
‘and companies like Nike seem to ge 


‘only when they can make a great deal of ae ae 
sre are a few companies like Consolidated that sci 
' skating alive by making quality products spate = sibs 
‘available without gimmicks and hype. Peop i = 
‘the bullshit are as much to blame as those who 


: Skateboarding hasn't sold out. For 
every shitty council built ramp that 
goes up, another will get burnt 
down. No matter how much it gets 
on TV, people in the street will still 
hate it. It’s been seen so many 
times before, as soon as little 
Johnny gets a scabbed elbow or 
shouted at by big lads, his mum’s 
sending his expensive bearings 
back to the shop and asking why 
Johnny boy can’t do 540 airs like 
man on TV. In fact, skateboarding is 
rumoured to be included in the next 
Olympic games. Whether true or 
false, it’s worth noting that skaters 
are the only participants to have 
campaigned to get their sport out of 
the Olympic competition (1984, Los 
Angeles). It would be funny to see 
the backlash when that crap hit the 
ground, but in reality it isn’t going to 
happen. Skateboarding hasn't sold 
out, it just pretends to every now 
and then, it’s too stupid and too 
bust skating to actually make 
decisions like that. 


7. Skatehoarding is hig business alone for its esthetic all those youth fashionsmovements ¢ 
have hig money potential. Sadly this mainstream exploitation makes all movements lose 


their unique spirit 


6.Define selling out. In skating, it’s 
kinda different than in 

_ Punk/Hardcore. If you ve been 
fighting for/against certain things 
through your music and suddenly 
get a chance and go to a major label 
and get sponsored by Coca-Cola, 
“to reach wider audience”,you ve 
sold out. But in skateboarding, it’s 
not so clear. In a sense it’s sold out 
to these corporations who sponsor 
the big contests and stuff. Like the 
X-games. I don’t like that. And also 
the shopping mall chainstores 
selling skate products, that’s shit. 
But all that’s kinda inevitable, 
cause skating is getting so oa 
_ You can do your share by bying 
everything in skater-owned stores 
and bying products that are skater- 
owned as well. In Punk/Hardcore 
there’s very rarely anything good 
in selling out. But in skateboarding 
there’s also good things that come 
with the big money. A lot more 
skateparks, ramps, good contests 
and street skating and skating in 
general is ee more accepted. 
So, the whole thing is not so 
black&white 


| 7 do you think the Media | Mainstream / Big Buisnes is 0 int 


No, the media sold put sk8boarding, just like 
it did before! Now it’s trendy to sk8 again, 
cuz it’s an extreme sport! Wasn’t that the 
case not so long ago, and all of a sudden it 
died and only the underdogs would still 
skate? Even tho to some extent the movie 
“dogtown and zboys” rides the trendy wave 
of new skateboarding, it portrays the thing 
perfect and show you that sk8in is all about 
the individual having fun with some good 
pals!! What really made me sick are 2 things! 
One is all them tony hawk trick tips dvd’s! i 
was at best buy in the states and he had a 
whole fucking shelf, apperently showing kids 
how to become a sk8-star!! And then there’s 
the whole CKY-jackass-bollox! I mean these 
guys have it figured out and respect for that! 
They know how to make the $$ and still do 
what they like, i mean cky has been around 
for a while now, but then again. That shows 
us how fucked up and perverted our society 
is!! And what’s up with all them trend-setter- 
lifestyle mags (ie. transworld stance) with all 
them semi-naked girls?? They’re our sisters!! 
They have it harder than any of us, being a 
woman in our little sexist scene (and the sk8- 
scene IS incredibly sexist)! 


Because they have a 10 minute attention span 
and they just finished selling something else out 
and now they want skateboarding. It's just PR 
companies or Market research people or whatever, 
knuckleheads again selling skateboarding to Burger 
King and the Coca Cola Corporation. Next it's 


hs, Hip Hop or Graffiti or something. 


7- I don’t know, really. I mean, 
but I Sees big business pe 
skate 


3] don’t think mainstrea 
$ 4 “into 
‘business are “Mm 
‘They don’t really understand 
‘about, but they can see how to 
‘out of its current pop 

: Simple as that. 


b le realized that they can make a lot of money 
oarding, because we broke our board very eee and break our shoes an 
pants too, so ba can sell us some new ones ... 

talking about roller blades and leave us skaters alone . 


» skateboarding at all.: 


ularity and image. 


Because we’re dirty and extreme and live 
the life they dream of, but can’t, because 
they’re so obsessed with getting that 
promotion and buying that new bmw with 
the extra AC for the trunk and the 
cupholder that automaticly comes out 
with a fresh soda once they think about it! 


To make money, and nothing else. 


7 Apparently its a golden goose for them 


I don’t know why media/mainstream is so into i 


don’t know. They should keep — 


7. It’s all goes along with 
the hype about all the 
extreme games right now. 
Snowboarding is really 
big and some say it's 
close to skateboarding, 
huh? And the TV is full 
of shit about other 
extreme sports. So, I 
think they might think 
it’s trendy to show 
skating on TV and stuff. 
And, of course they see 
big money in doing it. 
Tony Hawk’s been in 
media talking about 
skateboarding a lot as 
well. And all the 
videogames as well, it all 
comes down to this. 


what its all: 
make money: 


of 
a 


heh..I'm gonna explain no.6 now.(gotcha!) I think the "outside" world has used and exploited 
skateboarding to serve its own interests. while not all skateboard businesses are blame free 
(Rocco...what a dick!), the skate businesses have usually been supportive of each other and 
sustained the industry through the best and worst of times. it's also much harder to say a 
skate company has "sold out" as opposed to a band. I'm not into throwing accusations at the 
latter, but the former is harder because it's a skate COMPANY. this is a tough question... 

I don't much like exploitation flicks like "xXx", which I believe mike vallely and others are in 

(i have not seen the film) so in a sense I wish skaters would stay the fuck away, but at the same 
time I love skateboarding and I was turned on because at some point J recognized that it was 
“cool” and wanted to try it out... so even if that movie is trash and some kid. goes out and buys 
some extreme gear along with a board...at least he's still skating, and maybe he'll love it just as 
much as me...it's one of those silver lining-‘scenarios. 


ok question 7, hmm..I always hope that the big-business decision makers are all skaters and are 
just using their power to turn the rest of the world onto this simple act that has changed the way 
they themselves think about and interact with their surrounding environment. 
a bit naive but I can dream.... 


Cause its so rad. Most people would rather see a skater on TV or in 
an ad then say some rollerbladder. Its agrresive and you have to respect 
skaters for all the skill and dedication it takes to skate. 


i think it gives the'kind of image that’s very easy to commercialize and feed to teenagers: 
the freedom, the toughness, the rebel attitude... and the business world has to find new 
things all the time to stimulate the comsumers in ordedr to sell more... and also, because 
the people of our age, the late twenties, early thirties, are now themselves getting involved 
in the media and the business world and they bring their own experiences of skateboarding 


into what they are doing. i could definately see that after thirty years, the teenagers will 
consider skateboarding just as lame as we consider the ie now. ee a supe 


: Because it makes money, but the 
bubble will burst eventually, we just 
need patience. As soon as they realise 
that kids DO get hurt, and we don’t 
really care about their money then 
they'll go away. It’s not like we're inline 
skaters, or supercross or anything new 
and immature. Skateboarding, as an 
industry has been in the hands of 
skaters, arguably for over twenty years. 
Of course these people want to make 
money, but as soon as they step out of 
line, they get burned and someone else 
can take their place (Vision shoes). If 
someone is going to give you £10,000 
for skating for 10 minutes with a 
camera on your back, who wouldn’t say 
no? But in the long run most of those 


need and are constantly trying to look for new ways to do so. Skateboarding is 
just another way they can attract the attention of the public because its 
relatively new to the mass majority of the mainstream. It is “extreme” and 
market research has proabably shown that “extreme” sells globally, Put along 
with this the amazing athletic ability, happy go lucky lifestyles, live fast die 
young attitude and there are more and more aspects a marketting director can 
focus in on and exploit to make sure the sales of the latest fizzy drink are 
reaching thier prime target. Another thing is that skater run contests used to 
have some of the most:embarassingly small prize money than any other field of 
activity. | remember reading contest articles in mags where the winner risked 
life and limb doing 720s to disaster and walking away with pitiful amounts of 
cash. | believe that if someone offers you triple that amount to pull a few basic 
tricks in front of their TV cameras and it’ll easily help pay some bills then thats 
not really selling out. Professional skateboarders are being paid to do something 
they love doing, to have fun, and to live how they want to live. But | honestly 
people taking the money will stab those | |don’t see how many of them endorsing useless products that have nothing to 
companies square in the back. | know | | |with skateboarding is going to do anything but line their pockets with easy cash, 
would. for something they’d be doing anyway. So who is exploiting who? 


8- Ho have you or your shate scene Avoided / Embraced | been caught up with th | 
recent skate boom? PB ete aes : nang 


8- As for the Paris scene, well ... I think it has totally been caught up ti the recent 
skate boom, which is very largely due in my opinion to the popularity of the 

By just ignoring it, I guess. To be frank: I think there “Tony Hawk” video game. I know that because now you can see that all the 

are more important issues to worry about than whether kids are ans the tricks by the names they see on this video game, like for 

or not everybody suddenly thinks skating is cool. example when I started skating a wheeling was called a wheeling, and since 

Tony Hawk-the video game became so popular all the kids call ita “manual”, 
ike'in the game... Scary shit. I mean , 1 like this video game a lot , but! also 
think that tt participate a lot to kill skateboarding. 


ee © eg 


By running a skateboard company called Heroin you have no choice, 
T intentionally named it the sketchiest word in the English language 
so that I can never sell out. I really believe that the Skateboard 
scene and the hardcore scene are run in a similar’ way, at the very 
core of both of them are people that believe in what they are doing 
so much that it is their life and it's those people that carry things on | 
through the hard stages. 


ee gee OO 


* __ kids on skateb ood 
: ‘ngubo te isits finally puso ragng the buildine of 
skateparks. indoor ones are particular y of interest to me, 


oards are everywhere now, the 


8. It simply hasnt affected me. For example we 
organized a sk8jam and gig in a squat skate park 
la Kampsa the same day as the Open Zone a very 
commercial and megacompetition hy reef hillahong 
Cocacola ete with heautycontest and stuff really 
pathetic as you can imagine. Although the two events 
were in the same town we actually had 400 people 
showing up at our skate jam so you see we manage quite 
successfully to ignore the commercial hoom. 


8. THERE'S A LOT MORE SKATE SHOES TO BE FOUND AT 
THRIFT STORES, OTHERWISE, THE UNDREGROUND PUNK 
SCENE SEEMS TO HAVE PRETTY MUCH AVOIDED THE WRATH 
OF CORPORATE SKATE CULTURE... EXCEPT OF COURE FOR 
OUR FRIENDS WHO HAVE GOTTEN LUCRATIVE CONTRACTS 
WITH EPITAPH... 


Not much has changed besides more parks and more people skating. 


OP eARS>>aasasecenacys 


8. 1 don’t think it has really affected me that much: 
;although we might be getting a new concrete park: 
:soon nearby. 


My skate scene only consists of my couple friends. I jest go out and skate so I don't pay 
much attention. I suppose it's nice to not be called "faggot" as much these days... ° 
but for all you nostalgia freaks, I did get beat up a few months ago after some bros 

in an SUV iold me I sucked, and I spit on a dude's face...am i off-topic? 


8. It hasn‘t affected me at all. I try not to 
think about it and just enjoy 
skateboarding. There's just sometimes too 
much kids at the skateparks, so we are 
running out of room to skate. It has 


Renae 
i don’t know about the scene because i’ m not that involved, but as for me, 
it hasn’t affected me in any way. the only thing iwish for it is that itll breed 
more indoor skateparks, because the summer is so short in here that the parks 
would be dearly needed. 


affected some older guys who used to 
skate but stopped, they have started again. 


I won’t lie! I enjoy watching the jackasses almost kill themselves 
and i laugh, but other than that i still skate like i used to and i still 
have fun doing to! I still don’t need the newest circa shoes nor will i 
sit in a shopping card killing myself! What i really love tho is, going 
to my bother’s house and playing tony hawk stfeetskater all night, 
getting really really stoked and then go sk8 and hurt myself real bad, 
cuz i can’t 360flip up a building to grind the telephonepole!!! 


No. Obviously you can’t ignore what's going on, | like to 
think I’m reasonably up to date with what's going on- 
although I’m highly cynical of a lot of modern 
skateboarding. I’d like to think that the Dogtown & Z- 
Boys went a long way in finally telling the history of how 
and why skateboarding evolved in the way it did, and in 
the process blowing away the usual conception of 
skateboarders as annoying 14 year old kids with baggy 
trousers, back to front baseball caps, fixated by Tony 
Hawk’s Pro Skater. Skateboarding isn’t all about 
handrails and kickflips! I'd like to see young skaters 
learn the basics and at least to know their roots. And 
this applies to punk as well. And that’s not a patronising 
tone-old tricks and old bands aren’t crap! As a member 
(ho ho) of Team Bongo Death we built the first indoor 
mini ramp in Leeds ever, in the last Aspire Squat out of 
bits of stolen wood...that was pretty D.I.Y and in doing 
so we avoided the whole commercial/legal bullshit 
associated with opening a skatepark. Skate at your 
own risk! It can happen in your town if you want it that 
bad... 


Lots of little kids in Korn Hoodies and baggy jeans getting in 
the way of the old gits with big wheels who skate alot faster 
and slam alot harder than they do. Thats my first impression. 
Also, if you spend any amount of time hanging out ina 
skateshop some bozo will walk in, buy a whole load of clothes, 
ask a few stupid questions about DogTown or Z-boys products 
then move on to H&M. You’ll also get to witness more 
skateshoes being worn by the public, when it used to be if you 
spotted someone in vans or airwalks they were a fellow skater 
and therefore a potential new friend. | am also hoping that the 
current boom will bring a whole plethora of second hand 
goodies‘to the charity shops, or end of term skips, but now 
that things like Ebay exist | highly doubt it... | only hope that 
there isn’t a rollerblade resurgence and suddenly millions of 
bladers re-appear everywhere, cos luckily I’ve seen that ‘sport’ 
wane rather dramatically over tha past few years. 


- | have always actively campaigned against the installation 
of any council built facility in my home town. | find myself shouting at kids more these days, this may be because; 
A) | am too old. 

B) There are more kids. 

C) More kids are more stupid these days. 

D) | have nothing better tO AO.  mrnpusgiti “ “a mtn ; 
E) Life gets hard on the inside. | F mae , 

9- Comment on this boom. is it nearly over? whats next? whats going to 


happen to skateboarding after the mainstream Attention wanes? 


/~ 8A. The skate boom has given us a few more park 
/ to skate when its wet-and filled them full of Tony Hawk’ 
/ _ playing dimwits. You've gotta take the rough with the | 

. smooth I suppose. When the boom ends the parks will | 
seat ghut down and | think skateboarders will have to start | 
becoming more motivated and organised in order to keep | 
\ the industry alive and stabilise the skate economy against 
\ the boom-bust cycle. Expect Team Zandor to be the new | 


sai bh POLICE 


9. This boom is bigger 
than ever, so I think 
some of it will fade 
away, but definitely 

most of the skaters that 
started while this boom 
was going on, are gonna 
continue skating. This 
boom is gonna last a 
year maybe. Then we 
wait for a few years, 
then it’s time for 
another boom. And 
when this boom is over, 

I don t think anything 

radical will happen to 

skating, the hype thing 
calms down,less media 
hassle, I hope. 


The skate industry is going to lose money and skate spots are going to be 
less crowded.The ones who did it for the love of skateboarding will stick 
with it, the rest will drop off and follow the next trend, whatever that will be. 


I have no idea. those rocket boards like in back to the future 2. 
I'm gonna go skate the ditch. 


Definitely nearly over but it brings in the next wave of people, 
it brings in the skaters, photographers, video makers, artists 
and business people who will be running the industry in ten years 
time, they're all 15 year old kids now. 


Sieh di rected Vain OP ae 


‘9. Well the boom won't last forever that’s for: 
‘sure. It has always been something that comes: 
‘and goes but hopefully this time we’ll be left with: 
‘some decent concrete parks.. : 


9. What I like ahout a skatehoom is that many new people start to skate 
and that more parks are built. Once the hoom passes some of us will still 
keep on to skate and destroy And the rest well..... 


idon’t think that it’s coming to it’s halt yet. but eventually it will, and i ahve no idea 
whats gonna be next. probably all the fucked up cyber realities and all that will be 
the future’s big thing. that shit gives me the creeps. 


As far as it being over who knows when it will ha ppen, I think it'll go on fora 
but I dont think it will ever go as much down as it did before. it’s slowly gonna die 0 
You have all these free public parks popping up all over the 
world so there will always be people skating them. As 1 ong 
as there are places to skate people will keep ska ting. 


: After the attention 
wanes and all the 


All | can think of is that it is cool to see young kids riding boards or wearing t-shirts with designs I’ve 
done, knowing that they were quality and affordable for them, thus helping them having a good start 
to skateboarding. You constantly read about amazing new public skateparks opening up all across the 
world (why not round here??) especially in America. Whilst these parks look amazing its hard for an 


old cynic like me not to think that they have been built to keep skateboarders off the city streets, * 
thier place” 


‘extreme’ crap, | can 
get on with skating 
some proper spots 
again. | can’t wait for 
that to happen, it can’t 
come too soon. If 


| don’t think so. Maybe an industry insider could tell you if its peaked yet or not? Basically if you want a piece of the 
action-skateboarding is well catered for in whatever town you are in-be that a park (of some description) or a shop or 


clutches of the capitalist pig dogs and carve on to SKATE THE STATE...no. seriously, more D.I.Y, less reliance on others 
to get a skatepark together for you and your skinny 13 year old mates. 


What wel you change Gfanything) abitui Shaeboarding? And why? 
( (both froma personal or industry perspective) ‘a LES 


eit would be nice if the majority of the adult p 
didn't still hate anybody in possesion of a skateboard | 


‘ ma 17 it would be cool if it didn’t hurt to fall. 


10- First , of course I would love to see the prices go down. Especially the prices 
of board, I mean, it’s been a while since I couldn't a ord buying a new board, 

m always buying my boards second hand to some friends. I would also love 
to see all the kids sta as questioning things a bit more, like realising for 
example that when the city wants to destroy their spot theycould dosome | Nothing, things can always be better, things can 
ih riots and all. | would love to see niore skateboarders listening to d.i.y always be worse. I like to think that maybe I am 
hardcore punk, more boards at shows and all. I would love to see more girls changing things. Skating has no rules, this is the 
skating, but I guess this is more realistic, and this is maybe the only good aspect eaere 9 + sha, : 

rr o see less ig ove 


of the boom o in one SpA And last but not least, I would love at ee 
ashion into skateboard !!! Who cares about the brand on your shoes? peters 


10. I think what would be great if somehow Reece toreate Be a Unite pre Ot 


there could be a better network of smaller labels, constantlly pestered with hiphop 
maybe DIY ones, so things could operate more underground. whenever we watch a skate video or 
But it's a hard thing to do, compared to releasing a cd BeREe Fe Seton Cntias caster 
to putting out your own deck. It’s just so expensive, Be back in skating too. 2 

guess it'd be a financial suicide to try to make it the 

Diy way...But maybe it could be possible somewhere. 

‘Cause in Finland the kids are so into all the "best" brands 10 - What would you change about 


and stuff, they wouldn't be accepted as "good" guys if they By 9 
bought your cheap NotTheNewestElementDeckOrWhatever. skateboarding? and why? (both on a personal 
or industry perspective) 


less commercialism! Why not make boards 
that actually hold up for half a year without| — 
losing its pop or breaking after 2 weeks! Make} 
sk8 stuff (shoes for example) more affordable. 
I can’t loose 1/2 of my paycheck to buy a new 
board and new shoes! Big props to 
consolidated, who had anti-nike ads and the 
such! Less sexism! Give them lasses a chance, 
guys!!! Less of the bad-vibes, but that’s it! I] 
still meet so many individuals who still rip it 
up ( and they don’t have to do a 360 madonna 
to impress me, a simple drop in with a smile 
would be enough)! It’s to them i owe that i still 
skate with a huge smile on my face and have 
the greatest time doing rock to fakies!!! 


- I'd start by making all skaters aware of the social politics of 
skateboarding. This is the important point that gets missed in all the 
fighting for the dollar. Skateboarding is about the self, although it shouldn't 
be confused with Anarchism, there is no real sovereignty, it’s a very selfish 
thing to do. Almost by accident though are values promoted as positive by 
opposing factions - independence, confidence, travel, self motivation, 
physical activity. The short point is that the participants make the 
judgements themselves about how much to do, what is right and wrong 
etc, and so social space and relationship formations are much more 
dynamic that a typical hierarchy model. If we could understand and 
harness this as a group, rather than a market, then maybe we could 
formulate a complete agenda of our own. On the other hand it’s easier to 
take someone else’s and ditch it when it no longer suits and of course 
knowledge brings responsibility, so that would mean a lot of growing up 
would need to be done. 


Actually i dont think anything needs to change. 
things are really good the way they are. 


Personally, I would like to be able to do a kickflip. on an industry level 
I would like for companies to make more t-shirts of board graphics. 
remember the guy who would sport both a gator board AND shirt... 
a lost art I tell ya... 


I'd make kids take compulsory skateboarding history] 
lessons, so they don’t ask old twats like me daft] 
questions at the skatepark! I’d ban “old school” and “new 
school” because its means you are dumb. Id have to 
throw Steve Rocco off a bridge for his heinous graphics 
crimes with World Industries, and I’d be the one who tells 
Mark Gonzales that his “art” is utter shit and it belongs in 
the dustbin. Id also ban any skateshop from following the 
“cookie cutter” model of “how to fit out your skateshop” 
with crap-ass wooden flooring etc. Skateshop’s are 
supposed to be stinky and fucked up, not yet another 
“style shop” made for fashion victims to feel comfortable 
walking about in. Meanwhile, back in the real world: | likey” 
it the way it is, because it incorporates all kinds of idiots] — 
and freaks that make it a lot of fun. Skateboarders on the} 

whole are very inventive, resourceful nuts who can make 
something out of nothing for the purpose of having fun, 
and in a way that’s about as DIY as you can get. For} 
myself, | would have a big house in the country with a 
huge pool in it, that | would skate until it killed me. Bands} © 
would play every weekend. And.| would have a gun that} 

| would use to shoot anyone who kickflipped during their 
run. | would also go back in time like the Terminator and : 
take out Rodney Mullen and Tony Hawk, for crimes : 
against style. Do | sound like a jaded old fuck? 


10.The elite attitude that exists in some scenes eg in the Spanish scene. 
That skaters are more sociable and dont judge you for the way you 
dress and skate. A hit like in the UK where I only had good experiences so far. 


of course it would be cooler that the industry would be more 
| from the skaters to the skaters- kinda thing. but otherwise i think 
| it’s pretty good. the competitions are not that important... 
maybe the young kids could care a bit less about getting sponsored 
and having fame, instead of doing it for the love of it. i like the fact 
about skateboarding that it’s not too organized because normally 
the organization aspect kills all the feeling and freshness of it. 


I 0. RAND A pe aniccey : RS sf TAN TAA esate iia 


‘Hmmmm thats a: |40, Personally | would like to see skaters 
tough one. On a: i ‘ 


personal level i | make me cringe. Also the price of skate 
wish i could: | videos and equipment should be reduced 
‘eliminate some of. ‘xxx 
‘my fear, which in 


‘turn would allow me to skate oe es Cg PRN RL hie, SLeh oa oa ee 
‘harder and try new stuff. On the industry side of things i’d make more wheels with: 
‘durometer readings so i could actually go into a skate shop and buy some 97a: 
‘wheels. It pisses me off that i can’t just go into a skate shop and get some wheels: 
of a size and hardness that i want. It would seem that you can get any colour: 
‘imaginable, yet less choice of size and hardness. That’s what i’d change. : 


Bees NS Ipe oO FP ORO Ug Shed tome Re Te id. Thate chard question, whet 
With the actual physical-doing of skateboarding, | wouldn’t change a thing. Going fast, comes to mind first, are the 


grinding hard, pivoting... all that is something quite magical. If | could fix my sore skatevideos nowadays. It’s all 
knees, bruised heels, weak wrists and mental blocks then | would, but so far I’m still just rails, curbs and stairs. All 
able to bomb down hills and carve about so thats all | need. As far as everything in the street skating. Isn’t there any 
industry/rest of the skate world other terrain you can skate? At 
least in Finland we need to get 

more skate parks. The winter 

lasts about 6 -7 months and it’s 

impossible to skate outside, so all 

the indoor parks are packed all 

the time. And also in 

summertime, all the people 

complain about the noise and 

fucked up curbs, but nor the state 

or the cities are willing to 

build/help finance skate parks. 

Industry-wise I would stop the 

multinational companies’ 

interference with skating. They 

have nothing to do with skating, 

leave us the fuck alone. 


11- I don't really have a favorite skater. If 1 had to name one, 1 would say that 
my favorite skater is my friend eae Z, because I like the way he skates, 
and I know that he truly LOVE it. Then some skaters I like are of Mike Vallely 
ir the punk attitude, Christophe Sampaio because he’s fun, Luc Ratbone & Ben 
L even if I never saw them skate and my brother becduse he’s almost 30 years 
as a kid and still takes his board once in a while to skate with me. 


My favorite skaters are the skaters that just skate 2 NN Serer 
for the pure enjoyment of skating. 


Old 


there are too many amazing skaters out there to pick from 
but one guy who really impressed me as a skater and a 


- Whoever’ person this past summer was rick mecrank. he's a super cool | 
Airs oevers T like Rodney Mullen because he is really versatile. guy, a proachable, unpretentious and one of the bes skaters 
trying hardest And Elissa Steamer: well, its good she's around i've Bad the pleasure to watch. he also runs [with michelle] 
if because she reminds one that being a Girl be ka sh re] : Cea 5 th shi eo 
jand El Kontorto | | is Not and excuse to skate bad. st Skateshop i'v been to in ages. the shop is cail 


because he’s 


antisocial’ and it presents skateboarding in a new light 
S 
got the slash. 


F mums and dads must be thrown when they take their 
F __ here for the latest skate shoes. it is set up like an art gallery, 
f justa 
a 


] 


-11. - Duane Peters - cos he’s so gnarly and 
is not afraid to insult Tony Hawk. 


: . Neil Blender - he’s got style, creativity and: 


niige minimal space. the walls and the ceiling aré whi 

: and the floor is dark wood, the decks are along one wall, 
single but super long row edge to re there's a counter/display 
case, also white, and there aré some shirts adn trousers folded on 
é : Vee, at 

; ¥ shelves fike an instillation way over on the other wall. also out on the 
if humour ; _ floor is a table top ms.packman game and two chairs and out the back 
‘Sarountte kater of his’ is their attached art gallery. ‘antisocial’ presents skateboarding as livin 

: - Natas - The best street — diced _ art and living your art. i was impressed . 
: generation and all time best video section in: ‘om, 


‘Streets On Fire. 
: . INT - When he was over here recently he: 


"Sa eens 


4 : il. In the early days the H-street film Hokus Pokus was 

‘just plain destroyed. : awesome, and at that time it was Matt Hensley's street 

J h small so fast and: Skating that was so great as Ville Said, and also mets Way's 

: - The Cooke brothers - so ” : Se at the end, how old was he, 14 or something and s ating 
ike the best pros. Nowadays I don't care so much about the 


‘so damn gnarly : "b t : 

: . ; est" ones, but when you were younger they were something you 
. - Of course all the local rulers like Dougy,: looked up to. ey Pe there's one’s that have a statement te 
‘Rozzie, the Wisdom crew and my doggs Jim: Mike Vallely, and maybe also like Ed Templeton. I don't know, 


stylewise I have always liked Ethan Fowler. 


SANA 


SGOT EIEIO CAAA LEA 
5 
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gi 11. On video I have so many favourite skaters it is impossibie™ 
| to short list them. Mostly | prefer skaters who do lots of dork tricks, | 

| wall rides and skate unusual obstacles. Eg Pete Hellicar. Smooth 
( style is important -Mike Carroll and Guy Mariano have it wrapped up 
: on that score. Louie Barletta rules for the best sketchiness ever | 
i committed to video and Pontus Alv is one of my current faves for his | 
|. power and quirkiness. Leeds locals that rule include Tom Brown for } 
\ his smooth style and ultimate pop shuv-its plus Lee (Snodding?) for | 
shutting Hyde Park down chi ag he skates there, and of ey hee 


as a kid i adored hosoi because he was the best skater back then, Caballero because 
he just ripped, Chris Senn because he had a cool hair in the Powell 8 and skated fast 
and Mike McGill because i loved to watch his vert skating. now i like ed templeton 
because he does exactly what he wants, mike vallely because he possesses the kinda 
hate and perseverance that’s pretty unique, and rodney mullen because i like to be 
amazed by what you can do with a stick of wood with wheels on it. 

plus, i totally worship the graphics of fos /heroin skateboards! 


er a 7 


Original people, people with good style who skate fast, in the U.K. that's Ollie Todd, 
Chris Pulman, Howard Cooke, in Japan it's my friend Chopper and his Osaka Daggers crew, 
in the U.S. Cardiel, Stranger, old dudes like Blender and Tim Jackson, they were just 
making things up and having fun. 


eee Teng TEER, ey Rei Fag gan een 


john lucero (my first deck) natas (the fire hydrant trick just BLEW me away) 
the guy wearing the yellow C.O.C. shirt going nuts in the stands in 

the Mt. Trashmore segment of Future Primitive. (uh..I don't know. just thought 
it'd make a good reference) 


11.Back in the old days, Matt Hensley was 
a big influence, so much ahead of his time 
in street skating. Also, the Blind video: 
Video days. Mark Gonzales and Jason 
Lee. They both had the smoothest and the 
most original styles. Nowadays theres so 
much goos skaters everywhere. Everyone 
can do all the tricks, so it’s harder to stand 
out. For me, the important thing in a good 
skater is style,individuality and 
originality. Hmm, Of vertskaters, Rune 
Glifberg. He’s got the best style and he 
flows so smoothly. The crazy Finn, Arto 
Saari does every trick like he’s bying 
groceries, looks so easy. Id say the whole 
Flip team is awesome. Neil Heddings is 
crazy, fucked up, GES <uueclsmusrcitig [My answers are going to depend on various aspects of skateboarding, my life, 
Ni ouel hen bud tetaalCcta land things like that. | think my favorite skateboarder ever to watch and skate 
with was my younger brother. He had his own style and power and would 
suddenly out of nowhere bust out some trick which you’d not think possible of 
the little guy. He was a kind of cross between Eric Dressen and Jason Lee.in 
the Stereo Video. Also, seeing him progress and overcome his fears with 
massive banked walls or glancing behind to see him swerve out of the way of 
an on coming bus was always exciting and fun. As well as him there was my 
friend Haggy who made everything look smooth and easy. Back in the day, my 
favorite pros were and still are guys like Eric Dressen, Tom Knox, Salba, Corey 
Criesler, Jason Jesse, Hosoi, Niel Blender, The Gonz, and of course Ben 
Schroeder... anyone who has seen him in Full Power Trip will know why. 
Nowadays its folks like Ed Templeton, Christian Svitak, Jason Adams, Wade 
Speyer, Tony Trujillo, Julien Stranger, John Cardiel, Scott Bourne, Alan 
Petersen and Howard Cooke cos they spell gnarly in thier wake. Locally Rozi 
and Dougie both rip and Ville from Wasted was rad as fuck to skate with on 
their last UK tour. | like whoever is having a good time and who isn’t on some 
ego trip or self requirment to look, act or skate like whichever pro is flavor of 
the month. In my imediate world, Jim Dowell is the perfect example of a guy 
fused up with having fun whatever the temperature outside and i know a skate 
session with him is going to be good, especially if he’s had a cup of 
tea and a cigarette first. 


11. Bill Danforth Gator Frankie Hill Matt Hensley and of course the Daggers 


Back in the day it was tom knox because he was punk and he was str8 edge, 
nowadays i really like vallely cuz he gets to fight a lot, and i mean a lot, hahahah! 
Arto saari’s great cuz he’s punk and he skate likes a maniac!!bam margera is cool, 
ucz he made it beeing a total dork. And then of course there’s my all time favorite 
skaters: bier-holk, zwiebel and sabinchen. They still rock, they still rip and they’re 
(next to emre, but he’s a drunk now,hahaha) my oldest friends! Also any 
skateboarding girl gets my respect, to rip it up, even tho we live in patraichic and 
very sexist scene! To me they’re punk as fuck! Keep it up!!! 


New: Tony Trujillo, Jason Adams. Trujillo 
embodies punk rock and style for the new 
kids.Jason Adams- mix of old and new 
tricks etc. 

Old: Tony Alva, Mondo beck, jay adams, 
craig johnson, sean goff, john gibson, Jeff 
Hartsel, Jason Jessee, christian hosoi, 
salba, barry & garry abrook, jeff grosso, 
davross, the easom brothers and theres 
more...because these were the people that 
| grew up reading about, who were always 
in the magazines and embodied the burly 
and the stylish and were punk with it. 


irick? Shatesot | Tipe of Terrain? 


: : oo S oe hastings bowl, vancouver, canada. 5 
12- My favorite tricks are boneless, boneless 180°, kickflip, backside pop shove it, iS 
ao 


indy grab, wheeling no comply 180°, fakie flip back and some tricks that have 
no names too. Favorite oper astille in Paris, because of all the cool people _ 

that skate here. One last thing , thanx for the interview and I can’t wait to see 
this issue of RTB! Get in touch with me at blacklung77@hotmail.com or : ‘ 
Alex Simon - 57 avenue du Gal Morand - 91600 Savigny/Orge- France. ‘complies, bonel 
Rip-skate-thrash . —r—“OOC—tC*OCOWCCSsazsi“‘ Pr lee Ran si 

: : : = -grinds. on ramp 
“plocks and early grab 


12. I don't have certain tricks or anything, nowadays it's more ‘regards to seurdity 4 uke all different. 
ks and ramps, but the: 


en you discover an: 
t, At the moment i 


like trying to push the old tricks you know instead of learning : r 
one new everyday. I've always liked the wey the backside tricks ‘stuff - street, pa 
° 


look,like the bs lipslide and tailslide. ut the spots, I think ‘pest thing is wh 
everything's better than Finnish rough outdoor spots. I like smooth spo. 
conerete and indoor parks (if there aren't hundreds of kids like ‘unexpected new 8 
normally nowadays) - ‘like banks and mini ramps. 


Sugg aseweenesetet sree) 


ov erconmrecusneinanmmsiaanme pamananmiesiinta pcompimumne's ii etie seid Biss ails iis tS M aise Tae EGU eB SBI: PEE BIE ae B ie aan 


40+, frontside rocks, ~12. The frontside boardslide is my favourite trick, it is simple and flows — 
skating in the city (any y~ SO beautifully when you get it right. The curb/banks combos near the medical \ 
city) all night, 24 hour f="~=../ buildings in Leeds university are my favourite spot because | have had so many | 
garages. fun sessions there. My favourite terrain is either banks or mini-hubba type obstacles-a i 
“shin high ledge down five stairs is my ideal dimensions for feeling those grinds. 
12. Favorite trick? In ramps: bs and fs lipslides and ollie grabs. In 
street: backside kickflip.Favorite spot? Hmm, in Helsinki, there’s a 
really good indoor park and there’s an L-shaped pool. Not too high, 
about two metres. It’s awesome, fast, long grinds and there’s a nice 
corner for airs. Favorite terrain? I like concrete parks quite a lot, also 
normal wooden parks, you can just cruise around. Wiecwosicg |lricks: frontside grind, and every bert 
concrete park is Santa Rose Skate Park in California. I spent two combination under the sun. 
spots there and so smooth concrete everywhre nek ike hese a Al BER Saee Lec ar 
ugh. Also miniramps. I don’t like to stay wilh one curb or some effect, and yo yo's for the ed ce eon 5 
osuecclesterties  pcerrain: penchant for anything old crumbly 


— and concrete, or failing that-a 


12. 100% STREET, LIKE A BAD OI! BAND LOGO. THERE USED TO BE THIS SPOT mini ramp, or a shitty bank in a 
WHERE I GREW UP CALLED THE BLOOD BOWL... PURE PUNK ROCK hellhole. 

HANGOUT/SKATESPOT IN THIS NASTY BOWL UNDER A BRIDGE... 
BAD BAND GRAFFITTI, LOTS OF DRUGS AND CRIME... 
AND MY CHILDHOOD. I MISS THAT PLACE... 


: Coleman slides at 


eile Bihan Samora SROs 
SCAG RitaALN f pipers 
Ss eenoctnennenttaasenattoemumsieenmesseeedt 


12. Boneless La Cantera sk8park Bilbao Street 


hmm. when people ask me to do a trick I usually do a no comply impossible. 
1 do some wonky nameless tricks at the ditch which I'm pretty proud of... 
my friends call these "moffer tricks". favorite spots are the various 

drainage ditches that can be found in maryland. 
hard unforgiving concrete of course... 


my favourite trick is early-grab tricks from big-ass ramps and funboxes, 
the kinda tricks that you feel how you are flying. i also like tailslides. 

the best spot i’ve ever skated was a fucking awesome concrete park in 
perth, scotland when roadieing for wasted on their 2002 tour!! 
i still got wet dreams over it! 


shing. Spot, gotta be Stockwell, a pink lump of concrete in South London. 
rain, anything no-one else wants to skate because it's too rough, 
at's why we make 57m wheels. 


PE ee Pern TO a ,, 
one of my favorite spots is definetly south bank in 

Tricks, to many to name, Terrain.. I skate street, ramp, bowl, london, the little ramp on the field next to the : 

pool, ditches.. I skate anything. Its all fun! thanks for the station “lohse strasse” in cologne and freedonm 


time and for the support. plaza, DC! Oh, and of course zwiebel’s barn ramp 
SKSTOUGH FSU.- MIKE BEER at his house!!! Actually i’ll skate anywhere where 


IQ i have my friends and a good time! i like all 
terrains! Ok, maybe cause i’m older i like to sk8 

ramps at the moment! Less hurt for my poor 

tendants and a lot of fun! 


Hill in Malaysia, Kow-loon side in Hong Kong, Rad banks, Skull 
, Telecom banks, Ang mo Kio banks and the NTU banks in 


1992 I first had the chance 
skateboarding has been, especial 
were to be playing in town, last Nov rr, if Se 
changed, if anything. The following isa ord 
I'd also like to mention a <p thank you to Becky 


waaaay back in 92, some ten years ago... that Ss; d 
skate regularly or just on occasion? 


lan: | still skate regularly, uae my aotne oS Eddi 
broke his wrist last year and then he and his wife had a kid, so. 
hes not able to go out as much. We just go out every sunday, hav 

a little skate at this school yard that has this little bank.. n 
someone stole my skateboard, which I was pretty sad a 


wasn’t my good board, my Minor Threat board with the sh p on pe 


it, which i still ride, it was this one Eddie had made me. | liked i 
alot, but somebody smashed the window of my car and took 


haven’t gone out as much regularly cos of being py, but LT 
would do. | still think about it alot. 


RTB : You still see spots you'd like to skate... 


lan: Oh yeah, even on this tour. I just got an ‘emai ‘from a kid} 
skate with back home in Washington DC, saying that this poo 
there has just been drained. This old pool we always skate. It get 
busted pretty quick, but for som: 

reason the City Council keep 
draining it every winte 


"empowered ee ‘od or she | ist ag 
fucking tool, right. just like a guitar. Yo cai ise 
music as an effective tool, but some peo 


_ to make money, some people use it 
some pone to ie and | eee bag 


-RTB: I’ve heard Fugazi, and Minor Threat (laughs) on quite a 
few skate videos over the years. Is that something you ever 
thought would happen? 


lan: No I never thought about it. They all just turned up. Ed 
Templeton was really only the first person to call us about that 
(using Fugazi on a video), and we just said “Sure. I guess so.” 
And its just been a steady stream ever since. I’m happy about it. 
We don’t get paid or nothing, but I don’t care cos 1 like the idea 
that a fellow skater likes us. When a skater asks to use our music 
then we all take it as a compliment, so... I’m happy that people 
like us. Its a nice idea... 


RTB: I’ve got a few more questions to round this up... Does 
Rollins still skate? 


Ian: (chuckles) No. (pauses) Its funny actually, we were talking 
about it, cos we both went to the Dogtown Premeire (both 
MacKaye and Rollins were interviewed in “Dogtown and the Z- 
Boys’ film), | was flown out to LA, and its funny cos they (the Z- 
Boys) were sort of our heroes when we were kids, so going to the 
Premiere was an interesting experience. | won't say it was 
exactly a great experience, but it was definately an interesting 
one. Me and Rollins had a great time talking about it 
(skateboarding). I always stay with him when I’m out there and 
we really just talked about skating and its influence and stuff and 
he thinks its crazy. He says he thinks about skating all the time 
but he could never do it again. But for me its sort of like, my 
relationship with skating is sort of such that, er... Pm not 
divorced from it, Its not something I see as my past, even though 
I don’t do it as regularly, I just feel I will always be a skater. So 
the idea of getting on a board and rolling around just doesn’t 
seem alien to me at all. Obviously if I’m on tour I can’t skate. | 
can’t risk breaking a wrist... although I’ve never broken a wrist 


(touches the wooden stairs) The only serious injury I’ve done is 
stretch my achiles tendon till it nearly snapped. | was doing a 
frontside and | slipped and set it down on my ankle. That sucked. 
But I’ve never broken a bone (touches the wood stairs again) so 


I’m not that worried about it. But I do remember when Eddie fell _ 


down, when we were at this school yard. He was trying to come 
down this bank thing, and I saw the board fly out from 
underneath him and he fell back and put his hand behind to catch _ 
himself, and I said “Whoa! Watch it... you're going to break your _ 
wrist like that!” and he just got up and held his hand up and his 
wrist was sticking sideways and he said “oooh.. | broke my 
wrist.” | remember when he fell and I thought it was better to _ 
take it whole. Actually, | think I learnt how to fall, from skating. 
That was a good lesson. I’m from the era before knee-pad 
sliding. If you see Alva skate, he never slides on his knees, he just 
runs it out, Always. Which is really funny, cos that the era I come 
from. We were always running it out. And now you have kids like © 
that Lincoln Udea, or whatever, or Tony Hawk, and they’re doing 
these insane airs, cos they can knee-slide that shit out. But for . 
guys like me and Alva, we will run it out. So its two different eras _ 
completely. So I think I learnt how to run and catch my balance, 
and if I ever fell I just tucked and rolled. I never really wreaked 
myself up too bad, so maybe thats why I’m still doing it. Henry 
did break up just about everything. | remember going with him 
once to a ramp, that we skated all the way out into Virginia. It 
was probably 10 miles, we took a bus and skated to this half pipe 
we had heard about. Henry dropped in and went (begins talking 
in the common sound effect language used, and only really 
understood by skateboarders, for pumping back and forth up a 
ramp) then ‘WHAM!’. Broke his wrist. On the first ride... So we 
skated back to the bus, rode the bus back to the hospital. He took 
three kickturns... in the 2 minutes we were there. So we just 
turned around, and headed off back to the hospital. He broke alot 
of wrists. He’s got fragile bones | guess. 


: Do you think 
topped it? 
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* AVKLE SPRAINS * 


Since this issue of RTB has a bit of a skating focus we 
though the most appropriate DIY health advice would be for 
sprained ankles. 


xo9|x A\ 


An ankle sprains is an injury where the ligaments of the ankle have 
been overstretched. Most (80%) are caused by rolling the foot inwards. 
This stretches or tears in the ligaments that hold the ankle and foot 
bones together and can lead to instability and re-injury. 


Spraining your ankle can increase your risk of re-injury as much as 40- 
70%. This risk can be reduced if you manage the ankle sprain properly 
with post-injury care, rehabilitation and bracing where necessary. 


, Your Recovery In order to speed up your recovery in the early 


stages you should follow the P. R. I. C. E. rules: 


»PROT FCTION* Your ankle may be splinted, taped or braced to prevent further injury. 


*REsTx Rest from all activities that cause pain or limping. This may mean that you need to get 
crutches or even a walking stick to enable you to walk without a limp. 


ill a plastic bag with ice, wrap it ina damp tea towel and place over the joint for 10-15 minutes. 
*IGE* 3-5 times a day for the first 24-72 hours. Check that your skin is OK every few minutes whilst | 
the ice is on because it can burn some people. Leave at least 1 hours between applications. 


*COMPRESZION x Double over a tubigrip (the sizing is written on the back of the box) and roll it on so that it covers / 


from the base of your toes to just below the knee. Alternatively use an elastic bandage over the 
same area. Wear this until the swelling decreases. Loosen the bandage or remove the 
tubigrip if the toes start to feel blue or cold. 


Elevate the ankle above the level of the heart whenever possible in the early 
+*ELEVATE* stages (elevation to hip level is acceptable if that’s all you can do). 


To RESTORE * 
+ NoRMAL AyKvE FUNCTION: 


In order to restore the normal function of your ankle you will need to 
perform exercises to regain the movement in the ankle, exercises to 
strengthen the muscles supporting the ankle and exercises to help 
regain your balance. 


*RANGE OF MOVEMENT EXESCISES* 
*Ear_ly EXERCISES+ These help you get the movement back in 


your ankle and stop it from becoming stiff. What stage you are at will depend 


on the severity of your sprain and how painful and swollen the joint is. 
*STRETCHING EXERCISES* 
-s 
FaAnty MOoBILITy EXERCISES , These loosen the muscles of the lower leg so that it will be 


Sit with your knee straight. Bend your easier to walk, run and of course skate. 
» ankle up and down, then in and out 

then round in circles (clockwise then Technique - Hold each exercise for about 15-20 seconds at 
anti-clockwise) as pain allows. Do a gentle stretch. DO NOT BOUNCE OR LUNGE! 


this hourly at least or as frequently as + K ARLY HEEL STaETCH* 


possible in the early stages. 

Sit with your knee slightly bent. Loop a towel around 
the ball of your foot. Slowly pull back until you feel a 
stretch in the lower calf and heel. 


xEARLY ANKLE STRETCH” 


Sit with your foot on the floor. 
Alternately raise the inner border 
of your foot (big toe side) 
and then the outer border 
(little toe side). Still in sitting with the ( 
foot in the middle, raise the foot onto 
the toes and then rock back onto the heel. 


FARLY 
* CALF STRETCH 


Sit with your knee straight and a towel hoped 
around the ball of your foot. Slowly pull the towel 

until you feel your upper calf muscles on 
the back of your lower leg stretch. 


* ADVANCED CALF sTRETER* 


Place the injured foot behind the other one. Keep 


Once you can stand and put your weight on your your toes pointing forwards towards the wall (if 
ankle without it hurting you can progress onto some your feet are twisted you won't be stretching 
more advanced stretches. Stand facing a wall with the muscles correctly). Keep both heels on 

your hands outstretched on the wall. the floor and the back leg straight. 


Slowly bend the front knee until you feel 
the calf stretch in the back leg. 


« AdvANCED HEEL sTRITCH* 


Same as above but this time bend the back knee until 
you can feel the heel stretch in the back of the leg. 


*ADVANGED ANKLE Staten: 


As soon as you can kneel sitting on your shin bones. Try the 
following stretch. Hold onto the foot of the leg to be stretched. 
Stretch your foot and toes slowly pulling upwards. Do not rotate 
your foot inwards. Hold for approximately 30 seconds. 


* STRENGTHENING Exarelsrs* 


These help to support the ankle and prevent re-injury. 
Frequency: 3 sets of 20 reps, 5-7 days a week. 


<—PUSH 0UT—> —>PUSH IN<— 


With your foot flat on the With your foot flat 
floor, push it outward 
against a heavy object 
like a wall, cabinet or 
table leg. Hold for 3 
seconds. 


on the floor, push it 
inward against your 
other foot. Hold for 
3 seconds. 


{Pusu upt 


Place the heel of your other 
foot on top of the injured foot. 
Push down with the top 
heel while trying to 
push up with the 

-_— injured. foot. Hold 
for 3 seconds. 


*BALAMCE Exerci2krs« 


An ankle sprain can reduce your ability to balance and makes it easier to rollover ” 
onto that foot again. As soon as you can stand without pain you should start 
doing some balance exercises to retrain the reactions of your ankle muscles. Try 
the following tests. If you can’t balance for 10 seconds without wobbling, practice 
that level every day until you can. You can stop when you can pass the level 4 
test for 60 seconds. 

Technique- Balance on your injured foot 
for 10 seconds, do at least 6 reps/ day. 


Goal: Stand for 60 seconds without losing 
balance, then move on to the next level. 


*CALF RAISES" 


Stand holding onto a 
supportive surface. Raise up 
onto your toes. 


as Level 1- Arms out to the side, eyes open. 
* A S Level 2- Arms across chest, eyes open. 
NKLE UPPONTS., Level 3- Arms out to side, eyes closed. 
Injured ligaments can take up to 16 Level 4- Arms across chest, eyes closed. 
weeks or more to heal. An ankle 
brace can help protect the ligaments To PREVENT « 
during recovery. 


However... +A RE-INJ URY : 
Bracing CANNOT replace strengthening Continue daily calf and heel stretching, especially after activity (indefinitey) 
exercises. 


Continue ankle strengthening 3-4 days/ week (indefinitely) 

Complete balance exercises daily. 

Wear an ankle brace if necessary whilst performing strenuous exercise. 
Don’t wear stilettos whilst skating. 

Stop skating, getting drunk, getting drunk and then skating or getting drunk 
whilst skating or getting drunk whilst wearing stilettos (skating optional). 


Strong lower leg muscles provide support 
to injured ligaments. 

Wearing a brace DOES NOT make your 
ankle weaker so long as you continue to | 
perform your strengthening exercises. 


to the ethos of the zine. 


ABE FROMAN - S/T CD 
| picked up their old 7” early last year and 


totally love it, so when | saw this | knew a 


had to have it. It’s basically kinda sloppy 
melodic hardcore/punkrock/pop-punk, but a 
real honesty shines through with it, a 
sincerity that you seldom get to hear in 
modern music. Some 
funny/clever/personal/social lyrics and 
mainly female vocals, with some out-of-key 
passionate male backing. The songs aren't 
consistently good, but there are more than 
enough corkers on this 15-tracker to get 
you hooked. | bet their shows are fun-as- 
fuck. Take a chance and check this out - it 
may lack the sheen of other stuff of this 
style out there, but it's got more than 
enough passion and integrity to put all 
those other fuckers to shame. $5 from the 
label. (SW) 

Plan-It-X Records - 5810 W. Willis Road, 
Georgetown, IN 47122-9117, USA 


AFRAID OF THE DARK - “The Sun is 
Your Enemy” CDEP 
Apparently this is their third release but this 
is the first thing | have heard by them. | saw 
them once and remember never having 
prayed so hard for headphone-related 
deafness to start setting in. In retrospect, 
the sound in the venue must just have been 
sucking that night cos this cd is pretty fine! 
Penny’s voice kinda reminds me of the girl 
from Friends Unseen who has a totally 
beautiful voice. The production is pretty 
good too. On the whole this is kinda in a 
similar vein to maybe Rainer Maria or 
something... sometimes quite slow and 
mellow; sometimes more rocking. | reckon 
Afraid of the Dark will be doing really well 
very soon. (CB) 
Happy Astronaut Records. 
www.happyastronaut.co.uk 
www.afraidofthedark.co.uk 


ANTISCHISM 
Phew! Where do you start? Songs that 
have stood the test of time and still feel as 
inspiring and angry and important as they 
did back in the early 1990s when the 
majority of their material was released. 
Strong tunes, at times relaxed and melodic 
whilst at others becoming fast cataclysmic 
vents of rage that provoked anger, 
questions, emotions done in a style that 
felt brutal yet honest and passionate. This 
CD contains tracks from their early EP’s 

plus tracks from an 
unreleased EP, 
tracks from the 
split LP with 
another late 
80s/early 90s 
band 


1. ‘Promo-Only' material will NOT be reviewed. We will only review 
releases with their actual artwork / packaging. 

Demos are okay - remember to include an address. 

2. We have the right not to review anything that we consider contrary 


3. The reviews are the opinions of individuals, so don't complain 
if your release gets slated. No one likes a bad sport... 


La 
SUBVERT from Arizona and outtakes from 
the original ‘Still Life’ recordings and some 
demo tracks too. This is pretty 
comprehensive and essential listening. 
The cover is embossed silver on to black 
background and beautifully done. 
ANTISCHISM stood out from the crowd 
and this release sees why. Totally 
awesome!!! (SHY) 

From: Prank, P.O. Box 410892, San 
Francisco, CA 94141-0892, USA. 


ANTISCHISM - CD 
From 91-93 this contains all their old 7’s 
and the classic ‘Thinning the Herd’ split Lp. 
intelligent political punk from South 
Carolina, the lyrics to ‘Foreign policy’ are as 
valid as they ever were, male/ female 
vocals raging over 34 self penned and a 
RUDIMENTARY PENI cover for good 
measure. One of the best nights of my 
entire life was spent hanging out by the 
railroad tracks near Kevin’s house in 
Columbia - flattening coins under passing 
trains, drinking beer and listening to hobo 
tales.. | think about this whenever | hear 


. ANTISCHISM (or their later bands INITIAL 


STATE/.FUCKINGCOM) Anarcho punk re- 
defined with early 90’s flavour ala 


SEDITION, DISAFFECT or later ONE BY - 


ONE from this side of the pond. (SN) 
PRANK 


ANYWAY - “Golf Club” CD- 
At first | wasn’t really sure what to make of 
this but then by about the third track | 
completely converted to the coolness that is 
Anyway.... Totally mad, discordant, rock! 
Every song sounds totally different so all | 
can really do is generalise here but | would 
say this is jazzy, rocking post-hardcore; at 
times melodic at others utterly tuneless; 
with crazy lyrics. In short this kicks butt! 
(CB) 
Day After Records. PO Box 153. As 352 
01 Czech Republic www.dayafter.cz 


ARSEN aka KONIG DER MONSTER - 
‘Black Sunday’ 7” 

God this is grim! From the harsh streets of 
Hamburg, this has members of 
ANGSTZUSTAND and HOUSE OF TEXAS, 
the cover is a startled face, chimneys and 
crows in black and grey, lyrics are on 
loneliness, being alive and living your 
dreams despite it all - it's part screamy HC 
and a lot of elements remind me of old 
black metal stuff, there’s even a sample of 
some evil wind just come on! This is great 
stuff but it’s the shortest day of the year 
right now and | need to hear the 
UNDERTONES or something.. (SN) 
UNSOCIABLE, PO Box 105824, 28058, 
Bremen, Germany hellache@web.de 
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: hardcore punk. \ 

“to judging good music 
sincerity, DlY-ness, original 
things truely punk, Mojo certainly 
his stuff. For this issue, and since 
been busy with the rest of the zine 
: (amoungst other things) | figured the 

- writing reviews is s 

- consuming, that even ; 
it. Face it, read any 0 


. 


simple, 


ARTIMUS PYLE - untitled 7” 
First off, surely a band who has already put 
out at least two 7”s can give a name to their 
3rd 7”. I'm gonna call this “the absence of 
life” 7” as that's the first song on here. I’m 
sure folks into TRAGEDY or FROM ASHES 
RISE will already know about this band 
from Oakland USA, as they're musically 
pretty much from the same genre, although 
Artimus Pyle rely more on heaviness & less 
on subtlety. Their songs are short and go 
straight for the throat, pinning you down 
until you stop breathing. Yes it's good but 
probably not essential. (JK) 
Prank 


ASBEST - “Dann Heirate Ich eben Ohne 
Eure Eriaubnist!” CD 
On first glance | think it was the 
bright colours and illustrations 
on the cover of this cd that 
Mojo liked and which caught 
his attention as he hastily put it 
on. Much to my surprise we 
were met with a nicely toned dischordant 
mix of melodic duetch punk with a kinda 
(dare | say) Sonic Youth inventiveness and 
technical guitar fuzzy buzz played to a more 
semi-chaotic emo song structure and mad 
drumming. Mojo indicated that there was 
still a dirty snot punk influence and despite 
the lyrics being all in German they were 
somewhat political. Mojo gestured that the 
frantic and sincere vocals along side the 
great guitar riffs were his favorite thing 
about this band. Me, | liked the techincal but 
sloppy aspect of it. We both smiled as we 
listened, only | bet most people would 
prefer to look at Mojo smile rather than 
me.(LH) 
Available for £4ppd from Beat Bedsit Records, 
PO Box 2927, Brighton, East Sussex, BN1 
3SX, UK. www.bedsit.freeserve.co.uk or 
www.zoydwheeler.de 


BASTA BASTA ‘Uzi Rules O.K.’ 7"EP 
Fast Finnish hardcore punk here with really 
gruff vocals that sound really pissed off. Six 
tunes with lyrics sung in Finnish and 
translated into English, BASTA BASTA are 
furiously fast at times. with crazy guitar 
leads and shouted choruses. Lots of 
revolutionary graphics points you in their 
political direction. (SHY) 

From: Morbid Productions, Kortahdenkatu 
19E94, 33210 Tampere, Finland e-mail: 
morbidprod@hotmail.com 


BATS AND MICE - “Believe it 
Mammals” Cd 

12 tracks of well structured mellow indie 
rock. Very unlike any of the other Czech 
music I’ve heard. | liked this a lot more than 
| initially thought | was going to. The Io fi 
atmospheric “Motel” and the more upbeat 
“In Spite Of’ which for some reason 
reminded me of Queens of the Stone Age 
although it sounds in no way like them (if 
that makes any sense at all) made this Cd 
a little bit more varied. Tone twirlers always 
win me over anyway. Absolutely beautiful 
artwork, lyric sheet and_ excellent 
production (COC) 
Lovitt Records C/O Day AfterPO Box 153 
352 01 AS Czech Republic 
www. lovitt.com/ www.dayafter.cz 


BATTLE ROYALE (aka The Monolith) 
demo CDr 
Given the latest trend for that post His Hero 
Is Gone gothic sound it’s refreshing to hear 
something that pre-dates that & relies more 
on a mix of Rorschach & Wellington for 
inspiration. Obviously, the faster bits for 
Rorschach (maybe add a bit of Slayer) and 
the slower brooding, growing crescendo of 
Wellington, weaving a downright twisted 
beast. The sound on here is decent but 
maybe with a proper recording they could 
bring out the guitars a touch. Supposedly 
touring here in the Spring (2003), so that’s 
one to look forward to. (JK) 
monolith_trash@yahoo.de 


BITCHIN’ - “The Night Life, The Tight 
Style” CD 

A pretty cool punkrock three-piece from 
Florida. !'ve wanted to hear them for a 
while, and so was glad to get this, though it 
wasn't what | was expecting. Not really 
what | usually listen to, but | liked it 
nonetheless. Driving No Idea punkrock 
with powerful female vocals and some cool 
lyrics dealing with some social issues in 
quite a cutting and clever manner, without 
coming off sounding arrogant or owt. Good. 
(SW) 
No Idea Records - PO Box 14636, 
Gainesville, FL 32604, USA 


BOOKS LIE - “Weep” CD 
Mmmm...the thinking mans NYHC! High 
energy hardcore punkrock that bleats with 
vibrancy and jumps n jitters til the last. It’s 
almost like the musical equivalency to high 
metabolism, slowing down only to eat. I’d 
only heard one song by these peeps prior to 
this CD, but that songs most prominent lyric 
had me hooked - “Welcome to the world 
where we don’t pay - and we don’t shave - 
and we don’t get laid”! No such catchy one- 
liners on this album, but there’s more than 
enough going on lyrically to keep you 
interested - they are fairly ambiguous, 
though not so much that you can gleam 
meaning from the with the assistance of the 
explainations page at the back of the inlay 


booklet. The instrumental tracks throughout 
the album break the CD up really well and 
gives the thing much more of a complete 
feel. A fucking good hardcore band. (SW) 
Coalition Records - Newton Straat a2, 
2562 KW, Den Haag, The Netherlands 


BOOM BOOM KID - okey dokey dok 
PIC LP 

A difficult record to describe, it starts off with 
the manic title song, which features a little 
kid sharing the vocals. A really storming 
Start — the most punk song on here. But 
then it all changes & you get a mixture of 
slower, sometimes even ballady, songs with 
a country feel & up-tempo tracks whereby 
the singer sounds like the singer of 
SAMIAM. It’s difficult to say where this fits 
into the general scheme of things but that 
shouldn't put you off as the overall strong 
musicianship & song writing really stand out 
& | really enjoyed listening to this 
throughout. The picture disc has that kinda 
school kid cartoon feel to it which goes with 
the title song & is certainly different enough 
that if you see this about you're gonna pick 
it up & look at it. If you have a broad 
spectrum of tastes you should maybe buy 
this. And | didn’t even mention that they are 
from Argentina and recently toured 
mainland Europe — so hopefully they rocked 
live too. (JK) 
Ugly Europe, Herbststr. 40/17, 1160 
Vienna, Austria www.med- 
user.net/ripoffstandards 
www. bbkidz.fwd.com.ar 


ANTISCHISM 


So es 


BREAK - “Idols In The Shape Of Fallen 
Angels” CD 
With this cd Mojo spent alot of 
time looking at the stylistic 
photographs of various parts of 
the body (like arms and legs) 
with the lyrics written on, all 
printed on separate sheets of 
glossy paper instead of the usual cd 
booklet. A nice concept | thought, whilst 
Mojo tried to copy the poses and positions 
of the limbs he was looking at. Musically, 
Mojo indicated that it -reminded him of 
Endstand playing in a Shallac style or 
Something... | wasn’t quite sure what he 
meant, but the heavy and driving basslines 
were matched with one hell of a hollerer on 
vocals. The massive chugged and 
bassdrum breakdowns made Mojo blink 
Surprisingly, and i could see he was 
somewhat frightened by the awsome bass 
sound that thuds and thuds with impressive 
intricacy and power. It must remind him of 
something scary from his past, when he 
lived in the jungle. Anyway, he did suggest 
that the guitar is a tad too light on the 
recording, but its got some neat riffs backed 
up by the bass. We both felt that these 
songs were incredibly long and both felt 
tired after a full listen, so much so that Mojo 
curled up in the corner and had a snooze 
afterwards. Poor little blighter... (LH) 
Write to them via Fredrik Tveit, Louis 
Vauvertsgt 10, 3916 Porsgrunn, Norway. 
http://come.to/break/ or www.lasteffort.nu 


BURN ALL FLAGS - 7” 
The spirit of the 125 (Hulme) and the mid 
90's manchester scene is alive and well 
here from these ex GROVER, 
PROPAGUMBHIES folks, this DIY as fuck 
slab recorded in their practice room cuts 
through the shit and brings the real. Raw 
hardcore with melody and urgency 
reminding me of ECONOCHRIST among 


others - their song ‘Burn All Flags’ is as 
relevant as ever in todays ‘Inguhland’ for 
sure: ‘Burn the flags and borders and we'll 
begin today to stop all separation in society’ 
- yes! (SN) 

Free for All / Six minute Set - 12 Timothy 
Close, Stoke on Trent, ST35RB, UK. 
freeforallsixminutesetpresents@yahoo.co.uk 


CAPTAIN EVERYTHING - ‘Learning to 
play with..” CD 
Nope, don’t like it - having said that 
CAPTAIN EVERYTHING are very good at 
what they’re doing, as in pacey melodic 
f pop-punk tunes with back up vocals (think 
SNUFF or even DECENDENTS at times), 
so if that’s your bag then check it out. Lyrics 
- about girls mainly, one that made me 
laugh was the song ‘Watford Pride’ - in 
defence of Ginger Spice, George and Elton! 
(SN) 
Household Name 


cause for effect 


-see ad 


CATHODE - “A Machine That Never 
Falters” CD 
| get the feeling that if CATHODE were from 
the U.S.A. you would all have heard of them 
by now and you would have probably have 
one of their patches on your bag, but 
CATHODE are from The Netherlands and | 
don’t know many people who have heard of 
them, or even know that this CD exists. 
Right, now you know. If you like dark and 
heavy hardcore with emphasis on 
reclaiming our lives, the music and ideas of 
bands like FROM ASHES RISE and 
CATHARSIS then track this down because 
it is worth it. As if that wasn’t enough it 
comes in a great hand screened card 
package with a booklet. Rad! (AZ) 
Mark Van De Maat, Nijlandstraat 55, 7462 
RZ Rijssen, The Netherlands 
markvdmaat@hotmail.com 


CAUSE FOR EFFECT - “Album” CD 
This is some spectacular stuff. Their last 
CD was good in way of an introduction to 
what they’re doing (a grind drummer n 
bassist pulling off lots of crazy little under-a- 
minutes-long ditties), but with “Album” 
they're pushing the idea further still, with 
more in way of song structures and even a 
few tunes with multiple bass tracks for 
some sweet-ass harmonics. It'd be all to 
easy to disregard this as some silly joke- 
project, but it’s all just some damn catchy 
and fun - | found myself first of all listening 
through it all to see what they'd pull off next, 
and consequently listening out for the 
things that stuck in my mid from previously. 
If you’re open-minded enough and fancy 
trying something that’s guaranteed to put a 
smile on your face check this out. (SW) 
Buchos Discos - c.p. 12, Centro, Sto. 
Andre, SP 09015-970, Brasil 

listen.to/cfe 


CHEERLEADERS OF THE APOCALYPSE 
- “Rock n Roll Self Destruction” 7” 

You know what to expect if you’ve got their 
split with Hokum, but for everyone else, The 
Cheerleaders blast out crazy metallic 
hardcore with a technical slant. The tracks 
on here are fairly diverse, with some sweet 
stoner hooks and slower parts making 
strange bedfellows for the faster grinding 
parts, but it just about works. It didn’t feel 
consistently good, but there are a few 
blinding tracks on here so check ‘em out if 
you like yer metal. (SW) 

Florian Bertmer - Schoppingenweg 20, 
48149 Munster, Germany 
www.saprophyt.de.vu 


DROPDEAD TOTALITAR 


CLIFF BARNES - 7”EP 
Absolutely fantastic little bundle of love 
wrapped up in the form of a 7” viny! record. 
5 tracks of indie pop in the vein of Dinosaur 
Junior gargling with They Might Be Giants 
whilst listening to Camper Van Beethoven. | 
was feeling in a particularly nostalgic mood 
when | listened to this one. | seem to have 
drawn something similar to the crayoned 
artwork when | was in infant school that's 
for sure. From the singers American accent 
| was very surprised when | saw that they 
are Finnish. This man sounds like he does 
a good bit of wittling and could do with 
some viddles. Doing an impression of J 
Mascus isn’t a bad thing though and proved 
quite endearing once | got over its” 
nasalness. This is possibly the cutest 
record I’ve had to review and reminded me 
of my friend asking for a Pam Ewing at the 
hairdressers whilst | had a Chrystal 
Carrington. Now that has to be good.(COC) 
Southfork Records, Kalevanpuisto, 9A512, 
28120 Pori,Finland. 


COMPLETE -— Adjusting The Perpetual 
Emotion Machine CD 
COMPLETE hail from Copenhagen in 
Denmark, this is quality stuff, complex riffs, 
killer tunes and brilliant production had me 
interested enough to have this on my 
regular play list. This could be categorised 
on the more metally side of hardcore, 
although the complexity and song writing 
reminds me of someone like BOTCH or 
even CAVE-IN although not sounding. 
particularly like either. Check this out. (SH) 
Last Effort, Store Kirkestrade 11, 5610 
Assens, Denmark. 


CRASH/SOLEA - Split 7” 
A split release is a good way of introducing 
two or more bands at once to the 
unexpecting public, | explained to my pal 
Mojo. He understood and put the needle on 
the record. To our dismay we were met with 
the awful sound of my least favorite style of 
‘punk’. With the songs by Norwiegen outfit 
‘Crash’ the vocals sounded like a weak 
version of | Wish | whilst the music 
reminded me of typical indie emo junk like 
the Promise Ring or J-Church. On the other 
side Solea from the USA, were even worse. 
A totally basic, bland plonkety plonky guitar 
rendition of wannabe 60's brit mod muck 
and no doubt they’ve got the hairdo’s to 
boot. | don’t listen to enough of this style of 
music to be able to compare either Crash or 
Solea to any other bandss, so go ahead 
and call me ignorant, but leave the monkey 
alone.. That little fella knows good, original, 
sincere music in all forms of the ‘punk’ 
format like no one else, so if he says its 
bad, its bad. | explained to Mojo that if | 
worked for some shitty music industry 
magazine like Rolling Stone or NME, I'd 
probably dub this weak plague of fashion 
concious hardcore kids who have grown up 
and got bad jobs in call 
centres as ‘Nu-Emo’, just 
like they call it ‘Nu Metal’, 
which pisses me off cos } 
there wasn’t anything 
wrong with old metal, so 
why try link the two? Mojo 
just laughed and gave me a hug. (LH) 
Sound Fiction, c/o Arlid Eriksen, 
Strandgaten 201, 5004 Bergen, Norway. 
mail@soundfiction.net, 
www.soundfiction.net 


DARK DAY DUNGEON - “Know Your 
Enemy” CD 

| think the vocalist from this band used to be 
in that band Elision. | bought a 10” of theirs 
4 or 5 years ago and thought it ruled, and 
now, in 2002 he’s a part of “the most violent 
band in Europe”, or so it said on some flyer 
| picked up for this release last summer! | 
wonder how you’d go about attaining such 
a title? Is there a secret tournament held in 
Belgium once a year, conveniently held 
around the times of the Goodlife and leper 
fests? Or is it based on on-going 
investigation of bands as they progress 
through everyday violent life? DDD play 
fairly hard-edged n tuff sounding hardcore 
that thankfully has a hefty metallic feel to 
bring it up from the level of many other 
dumb chest-beating bands. It isn't 
something that | can say | feel either way 
about - it’s good, and the mosh is brought in 
‘substantial manner, it just doesn’t shine for 
me, doesn’t have the Wow-Factor that'll 
make me rave about it. If you like your 
music tuff this may offer you something 
different and appeal to you. (SW) 
Let It Burn Records - Krautgartenweg 3a, 
86663 Asbach Baumenheim, Germany 


DEAD FOR A MINUTE -— diegese 10” 
Take the intensity of the Acme 7” and mix it 
with the intricacies of Converge and you 
should be kinda close, but not really 
because its far more chaotic than either of 
those 2 bands. But seriously the intensity 
level on this record is incredible, from the 
opening salvos it just grabs you, throwing 
you to the floor & pounding your head, you 
just can’t escape it. Flip over to side 2 for a 
more experimental song, plenty of samples 
breaking up a pretty. lengthy track. The 
bands name really suits this type of music; 
if you’re not at peace while temporarily 
dead then maybe these are the sounds 
you'd hear while Satan tries to grab you and 
pull you into Hades. This band from France 
is well worth checking out. (JK) 

Abstr.Act Records, Gillies & Sylvain 
Etasse, 31 les moineaux, 50110 
Tourlaville, France abssyl20@aol.com 
Shynia Records, 2 rue du Dr Morin, 57185 
VITRY/ ORNE, France Fschall@free. fr 
Shogun Records, c/o Phil Kieffer, 39 rue 
du Mont d’Arene, 51100 Reims, France 
contact@burnoutzine.net 


. DEAD IN THE WATER - s/t 7” 
™%, This was an instant hit with 
», Mojo. He indicated that it 
| reminded him of Finnish 
crust style bands paying 
tribute to Tragedy. | could 
see what he means, cos it 
really is pretty doom and 
gloomy and dark yet with awsome 
rocking melodies hidden in amoungst the 
heaviness. The pained vocals and good 
politcal lyrics were a plus too, and | noticed 
Mojo could empathsise. | felt it could have 
been a little bit faster at times, but there is 
plenty of angst and pissed-off-ness both 
musically and vocally, so that doesn’t 
matter. Mojo thought he spotted a Bolt 
Thrower riff in one of the tunes too.... and 
thats a good sign. (LH) 
Split release by Thrash and Burn Records 
and Winter Records, Erottajakatu 29, 
13130 Hameenlinna, Finland. 
http://dead.thrashandburn.net, 
toni@thrashandburn.net, 
winter@totaldeath.com 


DEAD POP CLUB - “Autopilot Off’ CDEP 
There isn’t any info here at all but I’m 
guessing these guys are French. This is 
really really catchy melodic punk rock with 
heavy guitars and rocking choruses. It’s 


-hard to say much from only 3 songs, 


especially when all 3 are fairly different but 
this is a damn fine EP so go and buy it! (CB) 
Diabolik Records. BP 4 94111 Arcueil. 
Cedex. France. & 

Crash Disques: 21 Ter Rue Voltaire 75011 
Paris. France. ; 


DEFDUMP - “David Versus Corporate 
Society” CD 

Me and Mojo didn’t know what to make of 
this really. Its kinda sounding like a wierd 
mix of BoySetsFire, Shelter and Facedown 
in its’ melody meets mid tempo style but it 
never really gets beyond a few decent 
Standard riffs and generic structures. Don't 
get me wrong, its well produced and is 
proficient musically, but like Mojo 
suggested, very ‘middle of the road’ . Ideas 
and lyrics wise its got some interesting 
concepts aiming to link Spirituality to anti- 
Capitalism and self contro! which is fair 
enough, but i know not everyone out there 
will dig that. Mojo didn’t, he looked dubious 
about the lyrical content and remained 
cynical in his ape-like manner. Perhaps the 
use of the word ‘Krishna’ put him off. There 
is a cd rom section to this release but 
someone or something (and it wasn’t the 
chimp or me) has gone and tried to fuck 
with it so it doesn’t work now... great. | 
figured that this band seem to be set up 
more as a concept pushing band, which 
isn't often welcome in the HC scene these 
days due to general apathy and ignorance 
in the scene, but who knows, maybe 
someone will listen and take-note. If you’re 


-after more than music with a message and 


want ideas and such, then 
by all means check this 4 
out. If you're a cynic like 
me and Mojo, then don't 
bother... Go climb a tree 
instead. (LH) 
dEFDUMP+TheSelf 
Fulfillment Collective, 24 rue du Parc, 


'L3782 Tetange, Luxembourg, 


www.defdump.com, 
defdump@hotmail.com, www.lasteffort.nu, 
www.musicast.fr 


DESTROYER/SEVEN DAYS OF 
SAMSARA - Split 7” 
| haven’t got much “older” hardcore, but 
even these newbies ears can tell these 
Destroyer guys are blasting straight outta 
the 80's with their tunes. Some cool guitar 
melodies, fast crazy ditties, this band are 
making me wanna raid Sneds record 
collection to see what I’ve missed out on... 
Lyrically, there’s a definite theme to their 
side of the split, with every song being 
about rape, and each of the 7 songs 
tackling the delicate issue from a different 
angle. I'll definitely look out for ‘em in future, 
hopefully their next release can be songs 
about dickhead scensters bringing bullshit 
highstreet fashion trends into the hardcore 
scene - take your haircuts and fuck off! Now 
Seven Days..., this is a band I'd urge 
everyone to check out. | was lucky enough 
to see ‘em twice when they were over from 
the US in the Summer, and their set in 
Mannheim was incredible. Blessed with a 
burning passion, an ear for quality. riffs n 
melodies and the ability to fuse amazing 
build-ups with superbly structured songs, 


this is a band you ignore at your own loss. 
The two tracks on here just aren’t enough - 
nowhere near enough. This split fuckin 
rules, so find it - get your local distro to get 
it for you if you can’t be bothered to send 
the $$$ yourself, just get it, if only for the 
amazing guitar lead towards the end of the 
second Samsara track. (SW) 
Flowerviolence Records - Kapellenstrasse 
16, 69469 Weinheim, Germany 


DISCO INFERNO / EXITSTENCH - 7” 
D.I = now defunct German ‘emo-violence’ 
unit, it's good! They can’t do fast too 
convincingly but the broody bits work well, 
vocals are screamed. EXITSTENCH play 
Super fastgrind crust: old NAPALM 
DEATH/CROSSED OUT/DAHMER style 
with funny drumming - really well done, pity 
there are no lyrics inclued for either band. 
(SN) 
Marcel Wieghaus, PO Box 700104, 79055, 
frieburg, Germany. 


DROP DEAD / TOTALITAR - Split EP 
2 of my all time favourites teaming up - back 
of the net! Into fast hardcore punk and 
haven't heard either of these bands? Get 
with it! Those familiar will know what to 
expect, neither band disappoints. 
TOTALITAR have sadly called it quits now 
after 16 years mastering their craft - 
absolutely top form raw hardcore punk in 
their distinctive style. My high point of 2002 
was meeting TOTALITAR people and 
finding out they support the mighty 
Newcastle United! Brothers DROPDEAD 
unleash 6 new ragers, finely honed and well 
produced. Bob’s vocals are pitched a bit 
higher than on previous releases but we're 
not at ‘Grave New World’ just yet! Both 
bands are lyrically brilliant as always, DD on 
doom and gloom form as_ mankind 
continues to dig it’s own grave, the 
exception is ‘Scream at the Wall’ (an update 
of SIEGE’s ‘Walls’ in essence...) 
TOTALITAR have a more personal take 
than on previous stuff, well written and 
considered words all round then. A winner 
on all fronts. 9 songs in 9 minutes, my 
review copy is on CD but it's mainly 
available as an 7”. (SN) 
PRANK, P.O.BOX 410892, SF, CA, 94141- 
0892, USA. 


EDEN MAINE - “The Treachery Pact” 

MCD 
OK, so these boys have had a shit-load of 
money thrown at this record, but at the end 
of the day, if they were shite musicians 
playing badly-written songs it'd be fair 
obvious to all n sundry - and besides, | 
remember hearing a CDr demo a while 
back (minus Kurt Ballou production and 
Puddnhead artwork) and being suitably 
impressed. These Southerners present us 
with a fine slab of dark n dense emotallic 
choonage, and | was particularly impressed 
with the slow-burning 4th track - cool that a 
fairly young band within this genre could 
pull off a slower song but retain 
the energy of faster 
earlier tracks. The 
vocals are mostly 
screamed, but there’s 
some horrible singing 
rearing it’s ugly head as 
well...l remember when! 4 
was in primary school, — 
me and my mates all 
collected shiny little stickers 
that were given away inside 


the wrappers of Jawbreakers, those tough 
little gum-ball sweets that you’d have to 
suck on for ages to finish, but even back 
then | didn’t suck as much as the sung 
vocals on this record...well, maybe that's a 
bit harsh, but for me they’re the only 
downside to a damn fine metallicore CD. 
Hopefully the sung vocals will sound better 
to me in a live environment as it is with 
Beecher. (SW) 

ignition - 1 Chandos Road, Tunbridge 
Wells, Kent, TN1 2NY, UK. 
www.ignitiononline.co.uk 


ELEMAE- 7” 
This is a 2 track 7” on rather nice clear vinyl. 
One track is really punky; the other is fairly 
intricate and more towards the indie rock 
side of things. The guy's voice is really good 
and | would have liked to hear more. It's 
hard to form much of an opinion from 2 
songs. (CB) 
Ignition Records. 


‘FAT DAY - “Poop” 7”EP 
Rad! This is the sort of record that in my 
younger days (before i discovered the D.I.Y. 
scene and the internet) John Peel might 
play some tracks off on his radio show and 
then i would spend the rest of my life trying 
to find in an endless quest through second 
hand record shops. Aaaahh yes! i 
remember it well.....Oh! where was |, ah 
yes. Quirky, jerky frantic punk with high 
pitch vocals and the songs are short so 
they're over before you can grab the lyric 
sheet. Kind of reminded me a bit of MELT 
BANANA a little bit. There are ten songs on 
this little piece of plastic and with song titles 
like Ogre Battle II ithink you know if you 
need this by now. (AZ) 
100% Breakfast records PO Box 381804, 
cambridge MA 02238, U.S.A. 


FEAR MY THOUGHTS - “Vitriol” CD 
Let me sum this CD up for you in one word 
- YES! | saw them at leper last year but 
don’t remember them being this good..Find 
this CD and buy it...steal it..just get it. 
Please, if you like your metallic hardcore, 
you're at a distro and see this rather 
unassuming looking CD, you're thinking 
“Hmmm, | could get it, or that new American 
band...” Seriously, get this and you won't be 
let down - It's German, there's your seal of 
quality in the metal stakes! It's just all over 
the shop - the technicality and 
musicianship, the melodies and mosh-parts 
- it's everything that excites me in a metal 
CD, and with some quality thought-felt lyrics 
as well. | think that's when | was totally 
sucked in by the band - the amazing As | 
Bleed was rockin my world and | opened up 
the inlay to check out the lyrics - always a 
tense moment when opinions can be made 
or broken...needless to say I'll be lgoking 
forward to seeing these guys again soon. 
Oh, and the last track rules in a classic 
heavy-metal sing-along sorta way. Did | 
mention this band rules? | want to be in 

Fear My Thoughts! (SW) 

Let It Burn Records - 
Krautgartenweg 3a, 
86663 Asbach 
<4 Baumenheim, Germany 


FIVE YEAR DIARY - 

“From City to Shore” 

cD 

This is mostly just one 
guy playing an acoustic 


guitar and singing emo songs. The 
production is of an incredibly professional 
quality which means that everything sounds 
really stark and clear. Technically, this is an 
excellent album and this guy is really very 
talented to be able to do this. Unfortunately 
it just doesn’t work for me. | found the 
abundance of twinkley guitar bits very sickly 
and | kept hoping for something more 
interesting to kick in but it never did. Overall 
| would say that this makes ok background 
music but people should really keep their 
diaries to themselves. (CB) 

Seismic Records. 9 Hoten Road. Snelton. 
Nottingham. NG2 4BZ. 
www.seismic/records.co.uk 


FLEAS AND LICE/THE RESTARTS split 
cD 


First up, FLEAS AND LICE’S ‘Recipes for 
Catastrophes’ LP blasts your eardrums into 
oblivion. Fast, furious, tight as hell, alcohol 
fuelled injected punk fuckin’ rock emits from 
FLEAS AND LICE’S every breath! Great 
tunes!! These folk are either pissed or 
pissed off (seemingly both most of the 
time!). Their songs deal with both the joys 
and sorrows of alcohol, life, pollution 
(‘Harsh Realities’ is awesome!) and they will 
just blow you away. THE RESTARTS tracks 
are from their ‘State Rape’ LP and like their 
Dutch brethren these UK punks blast their 
way through tracks of equally angry and 
pissed off punk. A good mixture of seriously 
fast punk and ska (they cover THE 
SELECTER’S ‘Times Hard’ song) will get 
you dancing and waving your fist in the air!! 
(SHY) 

From: Rejected records, P.O. Box 6591, 
Dun Laoghaire, Co. Dublin, Eire. 


FLOOR - floor CD 
What happened here? . Floor went 
mainstream. The info that came with this 
tells us how this is the new improved Floor. 
For “newfound soaring, anthemic vocals” 
read MTV rock vocals kinda like Quicksand 
& for “simply amazing recording brings out 
every note” read totally overproduced and 
with non of the dirty sound that made them 
good in the first place. Sure its still mid 
paced sludgery but way too clean sounding. 
The music isn’t that bad it just doesn't really 
rock & those vocals sound straight off 
MTV2. “Who knew music this heavy could 
be so catchy?” Fuck off. (JK) 
No Idea, PO Box14636, Gainsville, 
Floorida, 32684, USA 
www.noidearecords.com 


FORDIRELIFESAKE - “Breathing Is Only 

Half The Function” CD 
Minus points from the off for having a daft 
name and an annoyingly “Oh, we're so 
clever and poignant” CD title, but all that 
falls by the way-side as soon as you press 
Play - holy fuck, was | not prepared for this! 
All-over-the-shop-core, jeez do these kids 
know their guitars, reminds me in places of 
Operation : FuckShitUp...the first three 
songs speed on by, and the first time | 
listened to it all it sounded as if they were all 
one song, and this happens a few other 
times later in the CD - songs merging 
together as if initially written as one huge 
kick-ass song, but later broken up for the 
sake of the listener and theirpreconceptions 
about song lengths.. When they're in crazy 
mode the songs are positively humming 
with vibrance and energy, every space filléd 
with something or other in the soundscape, 


but on a few songs they take the foot from 
the pedal and allow for a slower number to 
shine. Forget all those huge American 
“hardcore” labels with the latest “cool” 
bands, Skipworth Records of our very own 
shores has scored a killer release with this 
CD so check this shit out. _Emotallic 
hardcore taken to the nth degree, crazy 
though not stupid with it's technicality, | 
can't wait to see these guys live. (SW) 
Skipworth Records - PO Box 19388, 
London, W4 1GA, UK 


FOUR PLANES IN FOUR DAYS - Demo 
CDr 

Self-recorded self-releases rule - it’s like a 
middle digit raised to how THEY want it to 
be, showing that as a group of creative 
individuals we can stay self sufficient and 
get what we want done - and when the end 
result looks and sounds as good as this 
demo it can’t help but make you feel 
inspired to at least try and achieve the 
same. Four Planes... play dead chilled 
tunes, which occasionally build to a rockin 
moment here and there, but for the most 
part stay fair mellow. It's good stuff, well 
structured and varied songs, and Jim, their 
guitarist, has a good ear for cracking guitar 
parts. My band’s playing with them on 
Monday night and I'm rather looking 
forward to seeing them again - viva le 
ambient. (SW) 
www.fourplanesinfourdays.com 
moonrockls6@hotmail.com 


FOUR SQUARE - “When Weeks were 
Weekends” Cd 

41 tracks of solid rocking indie. Reminding 
me a little of Sensefield at times, 
occasionally Burning Airlines and even The 
Dismemberment Plan. There’s something 
really warming about this Cd. Well 


. produced, lovely artwork and_ sincere. 


(COC) 
Boss Tuneage 


FRONTKICK — guitars & crime CD 
The whole point of punk is that we live in an 
unjust world. So the ultimate irony is that 
countless pointless American bands make 
a living playing such inspiring shit — 
obviously there is no justice. Frontkick have 
the songs, have the hooks, the tunes, the 
lyrics, the fuckin works. But I'm guessing 
they won't be the next teen sensation. 
Loud, in your face & catchy as fuck. Clearly 
inspired by The Clash & all the great bands, 
this is great punk rock(n’ roll). Top notch, 
sing-a-long songs sung in Spanish & 
English. Includes a cover of Billy Bragg’s A 
New England. (JK) 
Bad Dog, PO Box 61 06 41, 10937 Berlin, 
Germany www.coretexrecords.com 


.FUEGO - Cd 
| love this Cd. The first thing that struck me 
about it was the absolutely fantastic 
packaging. The artwork is amazing and it 
even comes in a handamade cloth pouch 
(I'm a real sucker for those sort of things). | 
reviewed Fuego a while ago on a split they 
did with George and | thought they were 


pretty fantastic. I’m totally chuffed that they - 


have gone on to record more. The Cd lives 
up to its packaging providing a dearth of 
melodic hardcore with excellent contrasting 
duel vocals and class lyrics in English and 
Swiss German. My that girl can scream. 
Intricate guitar melodies mixed with heavy 
rocking riffs and the odd bit of violin supply 
this Cd with a fine array of different moods. 


+ 


| love all things Swiss and this Cd is no 
exception. Powerful, moving and definitely 
worth checking out. (COC) 

Lamgottes Records, Timo Hafelin, 
Aufiberg, 6432 Rickenbach CH. 
fuego@freemails.ch 


FUNERAL DINER - “The Wicked” CDEP 
With their amazing set in Leeds the other 
week still fresh in my mind, it’s cool to hear 
this - their split-7” with Zann is ace, but only 
one track and | want more goddamnit! Well, 
| didn’t get a huge amount more, one 
instrumental track, and two others on this 
CD, but as | try and tell people, it’s not how 
long it iZf(, wEAée rtf{A*a"rOA%$U—o 

“A¥r*jjoee Pg.99 | know - this stuff at the 
end is cool, but very much a case of too 
little too late. If you're wanting to check out 
the band for the first time, track down their 
Document #8 LP. | hadn't heard of Circle 
Takes... .before, and so they were the 
incidental side of the release for me - how 
wrong | was! Their tracks steamroll all over 
the other side of the split, their two tracks of 
frantic and passionate hardcore totally 
winning me over. Surprisingly tight and 
musically competent, it’s some damn fine 
technical screamo/hardcore, chock full of 
momentum and passion, with some honest 
heart-felt lyrics. Need to find more by ‘em 
now... (SW) 

The Perpetual Motion Machine - PO Box 
7364, Richmond, VA 23221, USA 


G77 - “Peine De Vie” CD 
When me and Mojo played this cd | 
snubbed it off straight away as being 
exactly what | had read in other zine 
reviews, all of which had said that this band 
are “... the French version of Catharsis”. 
You would probably think that too, with its 
furious, heavy, chaotic and darkening music 
containing all the right driving riffs, light 
reflection followed by full on violent 
onslaught. However, | said that to Mojo and 
was ready to switch it off when he 
immediately got angry with me and 
Snatched the stereo remote control right out 


of my hands. Mojo turned up the volume . 


and pointed at the lyrics whlist bearing his 
mucky yellow monkey teeth at me, before 
smacking his head .and bouncing up and 
down on the sofa. | knew then what he was 
trying to tell me, and he was right! Mojo had 
shown me that this band have that unique 
sense of irony, bitterness and contempt 
wrapped up with sincere gealic passion and 
angst that we admire the French for, and 
any comparrison with Catharsis is only 
superficial. The lyrics were full of dark 
political humour and puns about french 
society and the absurdity of their culture. 
My face lit up as the realisation hit me and 
Mojo settled down hugging a cushion. | then 
understood the snide, almost arrogant slant 
these blazing songs were driving at and 
rewarded Mojo with a 
bannana. As humans we § 
think we know everything, 
but it takes an ape like i 
Mojo to enlighten us Fx 
when comes to dealing 
with emotion and 
passion.(LH) 

Exutoire c/o Baeyens 
Hugues, 27 Rue Du Grand Port, 79000 
Niort, France. www.exutoirerecords.com, 
exutoiredistro@hotmail.com. www.g-77fr.st 


- G-WHIZ - the pop punk singles 
collection 1989-2002 CD 
If you love ALL, here’s G-Whiz. They play 
the same style completely. This is a 
compilation of 7”s, splits & their LP. Starting 
off with the LP, which is nothing special, the 
CD suddenly goes up a gear half way 
through. The new song off the forthcoming 
CD is pretty damn good. Bizarrely we are 
“treated” to their catalogue in reverse order 
— | always like to hear the progression in a 
bands sound. The earlier stuff has a less 
ALL sound maybe more Descendents- 
Then they have a change of singer, which 
isn’t a good thing. The last 8 songs are . 
easily forgettable. Overall | don't think this is 
worth buying — the new CD might be a 
better proposition. (JK) 
Boss Tuneage, PO Box 74, Sandy, 
Beds.,SG19 2WB, UK 
www.bosstuneage.com 


GARANTERAT MOB 47 — A Tribute to 
MOB 47 and Bonus Cassette 

MOB 47 were an amazing Swedish 
hardcore punk band from Malmo in Sweden 
back in the early 1980s and the songs that 
they did back then still rage today. Not 
many bands can manage even now to 
come close to that MOB 47 sound. This 
tape sees bands such as 
SPRECKFORLOSSNING, HELLSHIT, 
HALK, VAPNAD KNOFLIKT, AKKOLYTE, 
KURBITS I.R., CROSSING CHAOS, 
WARMACHINE, SPECIAL PATRULLEN, 
SCORNED and THE SPITZ cover MOB 47 
songs, some well produced, some not. The 
real gem on this tape though is MOB 47’s 
last ever rehearsal from 1986 which is of 
really good quality. Even if you aren't into 
tribute stuff or some of the bands, this is 
worth it alone for the MOB 47 rehearsal and 
19 furious tracks of pure hardcore punk!!! 
(SHY) 
From: A.L.P. Tapes c/o Krogh, 
Edgrensgatan 27, 67150 Arvika, Sweden 
OR attackfanzine@telia.com 


GROINCHURN - “Already Dead” 3”CD 
Mojo could not believe how tiny 4 
this cd was. Its one of those 3 4 
inch ones, which meant | had to 
Stop him from trying to put it in 
his mouth. | don’t think he 
thought it was able to play music 
cos it was so small. Anyway, after a brief 
physical struggle with him, which meant 
wreastling him to the floor | managed to get 
it in the cd player to note Mojo’s reactions. 
To me it sounded like Brutal Truth, but to 
Mojo he just leapt around the room in much 
excitment and joy, especially when the full 
on grindcore bits happened. |’Il tell you now, 
a head banging monkey is a sight to see, 
especially when it tries to play air guitar and 
copy the furious double bass drumming. 
Mojo loved this cd and was rocking the devil 
sign all the while it played.(LH) 
Crimes Against Humanity Records, PO 
Box 1421, Eau Claire, WI 54702, U$A. 
www.cahrecords.com 


already dead 


GRIMPLE - CD 
This handy CD compiles the ‘Up Your Ass’ 
LP from ‘92 and some 7” and demo Stuff, 
these Arkansas punks hit the bay area 
around 91 and were part of a happening 
scene there, playing house shows with the 
likes of ECONOCHRIST and SPITBOY. - 
good times! Musically it’s like a less ska OP 
IVY, more like the UK’s GROVER, snotty 
Pacey punk rock dammit - with rapid fire 


vocals yapping unpretentious real life lyrics, 
it's aged well, good! (SN) 

PRANK, P.O.BOX 410892, SF, CA, 94141- 
0892, USA. 


GUNMOLL/FIFTH HOUR HERO - Split 
cD 


GUNMOLL, from Florida, kick off this 11- 
track offering from No Idea Records, a label 
that has a reputation for releasing an 
eclectic mix of good quality hardcore. 
GUNMOLL are somewhere between 
LEATHERFACE, JAWBREAKER, and late 
era SAMIAM, and this should appeal to fans 
of fans driving mid-paced melodic hardcore. 
Good stuff. FIFTH HOUR TURN, from 
Canada, didn’t do a lot for me. Female- 
fronted melodic poppy punk along the lines 
of DISCOUNT, HOT WATER MUSIC, etc 
but | couldn’t help skipping the CD back to 
Gunmoll every time | put this on (SH) 

No Idea! Records, 


HELLBOUND / DESPITE - ‘Bloodshed’ 

Split CD 
Armadillo alert! Drunken Canadian crusties 
HELLBOUND kick it off and are raging on 
here, dual vocal attack and an early 
SACRILEGE (UK) guitar sound I'm a 
sucker for. Their lyrics of death, darkness, 
despair seem appropriate. DESPITE of 
Wisconsin are on the same lines but the 
music’s a bit more lo-fi and the WINTER like 
vocals loud in the mix, the closest I’ve heard 
to the UK’s EMBITTERED in a while - 
whatever happened to those guys? (SN) 
C.AH Recs, PO Box 1421 Eau Claire, WI 
54702, USA. 


KEVORKIAN - “Relief Through Scream” 
Cd 


This cd had Mojo tapping his feet and 
clapping his hands profoundly. | think he 
likes his tech-metal hardcore, especially 
when its full of breaks, changes, niftry riffs 
and cymbals recorded backwards. 
Fortunatley he didn’t try windmilling to this 
band, cos that would have meant mass 
destruction in my front room. Actually, they 
aren't really that sort of mosh pit anthem 
band, but | didn’t know if that would stop a 
chimp. This band are more inteligent on 
both the musical and lyrical side than those 
sorts of bands. Perhaps thats why Mojo 
liked them. See, he’s a pretty smart guy and 
knows his shit. He pointed out to me that 
one of the songs is called “Pulling The 
Shaving From Your Ass With The Help Of A 
Magnet” which on closer study was about 
the lie that is working all your life for sucess 
and material gain, told through a sad tragic 
tale. Thats something apes in the wild don't 
seem to worry about one bit. However, they 
do now have to worry about the 
destruction of their habitat 
from Mankind, so don't think 
they live a rosy life out there 
in the jungle. (LH) 

Hopewell Records, Ondrej 
Benes.u, Hraze 1.100 00 Praha 10, Czech 
Republic. rescator@post.cz 


KIDS NEAR WATER - “Hey Zeus!” CD 
Argh! | think | said this the last time | had the 
misfortune of being lumbered with a Kids 
Near Water record to review but Lord above 
this guy’s voice is so bland and tuneless! 
He hardly varies the tone throughout the 
entire record! | actually want to hurt him. 
This CD is pretty much your average 
melodic hardcore/emo rock/whatever 


album, verging on nu metal at times. Ona 
more positive note, | do think that this band 
writes some decent riffs and dynamics. The 
guitarists and drummer are obviously very 
talented indeed and some songs really do 
start off pretty well but then they just go on 
and on and on and | start to contemplate 
gouging out my eyes with my reviewing pen 
or maybe suffocating myself with note 
paper just to make the pain stop. Um 


anyway, this might be your idea of good © 


hardcore if yr an average Kerrang reader 
but otherwise this is about as mediocre as 
Bush were to the whole grunge thing 
(actually they weren't as bad.) (CB) 

Firefly Recordings. PO Box 30179. 
London. E17 5FE. 


KOCHEN MIT GLAS - 7” 
Translates to ‘Cooking with Glass’. The 
music, like the bands name is hard to 
describe - there’s a lot going on! Quirky stuff 
like DAWSON, HEADACHE or DEEP 
TURTLE driven along by awesome bass. 
An interesting band I'd love to hear more of, 
check it out if you're tired of the same old.. 
(SN) 
UNSOCIABLE, PO Box 105824, 28058, 
Bremen, Germany hellache@web.de 


KYLESA 
Heavy, complex well produced ‘Glyn’ music 
(see last issues DAGDA review) from these 
ex DAMAD people, it flows well - kinda like 
the missing link between “Word as Law” 
and “Souls at Zero” period NEUROSIS, 
they’re pounding out the rhythm of the 
swamp alright - it's that damn good! 
Dedicated to Brian Duke from the band who 
died in 2001 just after this recording - R.I.P. 
(SN) : 
PRANK, P.O.BOX 410892, SF, CA, 94141- 
0892, USA. 


M-PATI - ‘Misantropen’ 10” 
Fast HC Crust from Sweden -yay! Lyrics in 
Swedish and explanations in English on 
work, depression, routine, segregation, 
isolation and other such cheery stuff. A 
melodic intro track gives way to the full 
mince and potatoes, up a few gears into 
VICTIMS / DISKONTO territory, and set the 
cruise control at slower DOOM or UNKIND 
levels. Ripper! (SN) ; 
HOMBRE LOBO, Postfach 10 31 17, 60101 
Frankfurt/Main, Germany. Hombre- 
Lobo@gmx.de 


MY FAVOURITE CHORD - “Red Eyed 
Reality” CDEP 
This band hails from Germany and plays a 
kind of poppy hardcore which is really good 
for dancing to! | didn’t really like the first 
song on this EP but it did get a lot better. 
Some of the songs are really upbeat and 
rocking and others are a bit slower and 
more intricate but still with great tunes. The 
only real problem | had with this was the 
guy's voice: it is seriously out of tune in 
parts and made me cringe a bit but overall 
this is a pretty good release. (CB) 
Horror Business Records. David Zolda. Im 
Drubbel 6 44534 Lunen. Germany 
Ass Card Records. Fritz Plontek. Annenstr 
51 44137 Dortmund. 


MURDER DISCO X 7” EP 
This is great!!! OK, on hearing this you may 
think that this is nothing exceptionally new 
in terms of sound and even lyrics but what 
MURDER DISCO X do is some extremely 


well done hardcore punk that is pissed off, 
with strongly opinionated lyrics and five 
great tunes that rock your world! Musically, 
MURDER DISCO X have a Swedish 
influenced sound that is fast and furious 


with some good riffs to accompany lyrics 


that deal with subjects such as ‘mobile 
phones’, ‘war’ (“You say that | bore you with 
simple songs about war...I’m sorry for 
destroying the comfort you have built, | 
can’t sing about partying while children are 
being killed”), not being synthetic and 
believing that we can try to change “their” 
world rather than destroying ourselves. 
Positively fucking punk!!! (SHY) 

From: Murder Disco X, c/o Ralf Sander, 
Narzissenweg 7, 70794 Filderstadt, 
Germany www.murderdisco.de 


NO CHOICE ‘Dry River Fishing’ CD 
First release on new label NEWEST 
INDUSTRY complete with HUSKER DU 
logo sees Welsh punks NO CHOICE 
making an impressive return to the scene. 
Musically NO CHOICE play melodic guitar 
driven impassioned politically motivated 
punk with the  singer’s distinctive 
rough/husky vocals adding to the overall 
‘sound’. The lyrical content is great as is the 
layout of the CD cover. Powerful pictures 
and some thought-provoking graphics 
enhance the lyrics and there is a list of 
organisations for you to get in touch with to 
become involved at the end. NO CHOICE 
have been established for 20 years and in 
the U.S., GRAND THEFT AUDIO have also 
recently released an anthology of their old 
and rare tracks. This is a progression. 
Comparisons would have to include 
LEATHERFACE and NAKED RAYGUN to 
name but two. Whilst my only criticism 
would be that it sounds too American, this is 
a really good polished CD whilst still putting 
over anger, frustration and an awareness of 
what is going on in the world. Thoroughly 
recommend and thumbs up to Newest 
Industry too. (SHY) 
From: Newest Industry, Unit 100, 61 
Wellfield Road, Cardiff, CF24 3DG, Wales. 


OHUZARU - “Thrash Is Business” 5” 

: vinyl 
This is one of those annoying 5 inch records 
that its near impossible to get the needle 
on. Mojo just couldn’t do it properly and 
almost bust my styliss trying. On top of that, 
the lyrics are on the actual record, so you 
can’t read them whilst it plays. However, 
Mojo hinted that is just to save on 
packaging and you don’t need that when 
the hardcore thrash onslaught that this 
thing plays kicks in! This stuff is good, solid 
and highly charged, quite a bit like Mojo and 
his chimp friends messing around in a 
practice space. This band could definately 
give bands like Vitamin x, DS13, The 
Horror or WHN? a run for their money.... So 
as you would imagine, once this record was 
done playing, Mojo snatched it off me and 
Clambered up to his cubby-hole up in the 
branches of the huge tree outside and 
wouldn't come down when | cus 
called him, even after trying 4 
to bribe him with a biscuit, | & 
guess I'll never get that 
record back now... (LH) 
Marco Rapisarda via 
tommaseo 41, 30030 scaltenigo (ve) Italy. 
ohuzaru@hotmail.com 
heroinerecords@hotmail.com, 
slyactions@hotmail.com, 
david@weewee.scs-internet.fr 


ONE TOO MANY Three Track CD ‘Shot 
Through’ 

ONE TOO MANY’S second EP. Three 
songs, all very powerful with a great 
production and seriously tight musicianship. 
The female singer has an absolutely 
AMAZING voice — at times seriously 
rasping and passionate and at other times 
very gentle. This passion seems to fit in well 
with the lyrical nature of the songs which all 
deal with a lost love. There seems to bea 
great deal of pain and inward looking 
thought that gives an overall intense feeling 
as though you could have actually been 
there — which is a little scary! It would be 
good to see more variation in the lyrics but 
musically ONE TOO MANY rock hard and 
they are definitely a band to check out and 
watch out for. Hopefully. they are: doing 
some gigs, as | would imagine live they 
would be great. (SHY) 
From: mail@one-too-many.co.uk OR 
www.noonoorecords.co.uk 


OPPENHEIMER - s/t CD 
Mojo and | both instantly 
loved the cover of this cd 
cos its got that famous photo 
of megliomaniac actor Kalus 
Kinski strangling the german 
director Werner Hertzog on it. 

So extra points for that! When we 
put it on we were greeted by a mad 
explosion of a live recording of sloppy, 
terrifficly chaotic grindy thrashcore, from 
these mad Italians screaming “Satanal!” 
and laughing loads. This made Mojo perk 
up for a moment as he carefully listen 
through the fuzz of the recording to the 
gnarly riffs and furious drumming. | could 
tell he was impressed. However, the next 
track was a much more somber acoustic 
tune, which because it was recorded live 
added to the pure unadulterated DIY feeling 
of this rad release. | liked it alot but i think it 
made Mojo somewhat sad. He looked like 
someone missing his mother (who 
incidently was killed by poachers) so | left 
him alone for a while. The remaining tracks 
were more mental grinding thrash followed 
by steady discordant rocking skanks and 
feedback craziness. Mojo listened 
respectfuly, whilst | thought it reminded me 
alot of early Butthole Surfers stuff, which | 
guess Mojo is too. young to remember. 
Check it out if you can! (LH) 

Decadent Dance, intombato@yahoo.com, 
a.graffo@tiscaii.it : 


OTHERWISE - “Dark Adapted Eye” CD 
Otherwise..hmm.. Weren't they a pop punk 
band doing that whole Vanilla Pod/One Car 
Pile-Up chirpie melodic hardcore thing not 
So long ago? Well not anymore: Apparently 
they've jumped on the proverbial emo 
cliché bandwagon. You can do it too; 
here’s how: Step 1: Sign to Firefly. Step 2: 
Buy everything ever made by Texas is the 
Reason. And copy it. Step 3: Make sure 
your album artwork has nice layered 
Photoshop graphics with a sleeve that folds 
up all cute and has photos of yourselves 
looking all pensive. Step 4: Thank people 
like The Copperpot Journals and Sunfactor 
in your inlay and Step 5: Include words like 
‘lonely’, ‘black’ and ‘lost’ in your lyrics. Ok 
before all you Otherwise fans out there 
knock yourselves out falling over your stash 
of black hair dye trying to get to your 
computers to whinge about me on the 
Fracture Forum, yes, | DID actually listen to 
this album and it bored me Silly, So there. 


Go cry to yr Internet girlfriend.(CB) 
Firefly Recordings. PO Box 30179. 
London. E17 5FE. 


PAINT THE TOWN RED - “Last Gang In 
Town” CD 
This is one of those CDs that just isn’t as 
good as the inlay makes you think it'll be. 
Brimming over with cool lyrics, with a really 
positive kinda of working class feel to them, 
and the inlay has a nice feel to it treading 
the line between pretentious and artistic 
very carefully, but the music just plods 
along in a very inoffensive unassuming 
fashion. The vocals give it a sense or 
urgency, and some injected melodies make 
it a bit more interesting and it’s an average 
enough hardcore CD, it just isn’t anything 
above that in my book - the world is full of 
average hardcore bands. Hopefully the 
music will get better cos they seem to have 
a good positive message to get across. 
(SW) 
Join The Team Player - Altoettingerstrasse 
6A, 81673 Muenchen, Germany 


PAVERS - return to the island of no 
return CD 

Scott Reynolds was the singer of ALL after 
Dave Smalley & this is his new band. So | 
was a fan of early ALL & Allroy’s Revenge 
was great but without the backing of that 
band the music on here is little more than 
inoffensive rock music. His voice still 
sounds the same. In places he kinda milks 
it a bit. Overall there is nothing here to get 
excited about. File under “of vague interest 
to fans of All”. (JK) 
Boss Tuneage, PO Box 74, Sandy, 
Beds.,SG19 2WB, UK 
www.bosstuneage.com 


PETROGRAD - “Nine One One” CD 
Mojo and | fought fiercely over 
this cd for a whole number of 
reasons. Mainly because 
its got a great booklet with 
it, illustrated by the likes 
Muriel Mortitz and full of 
writing by the likes of Noam 
Chomsky and an intro by Albert 
Camus, who wrote one of my favorite 
books. The Chomsky stuff is taken from his 
new book 911 and as you can imagine has 
a whole load of thoughts about “the war on 
terrorism”, like how and why and whats 
next. Its heavy going at times but painfully 
obvious at others. Its printed in both english 
and spanish, even though this band from 
Luxembourg sing in English and German 
too! Musically its melodic post punk with a 
great tone to it from the male and female 
vocals, which come across as sincere and 
honest, and as a whole album provides you 
with a whole mix of emotions and 
inspiration. Lyrically this band mention 
things from Genoa to existentialism from 
both a personal and political angle, which | 
totally like. Mojo reackons this band are 
trying to mix thier anarcho punk roots (cos 
they're ex member of bands like ‘Subway 
Arts’, ‘No More’ and ‘Bakunin’s Children’) 
with an almost radio-friendly pop rock style, 
similar to a 
lighter 
Superchunk 
or even 
Sugar, and 
he may well 
be right. Its 
definately 


not to be labelled ‘emo’ thats for sure... Its 
beyond that silly tag. Still, I’m glad | got to 
review it cos its full of ideas | like to hear 
and Mojo will back me up on that one, won't 
you Mojo? Eh? Good boy...(LH) 
christophersrecords@internet.|u. 

~ Pozoin Banaketak, PK 153, 01400 Laudio, 
Spain. pozoin@teleline.es 
Noiseworks Records, PO Box 310, 09028 
Chemnitz, Germany. www.noiseworks.net 


PLASTIC BOMB Compilation CD FREE 
with No.40 of zine 

Thirty-one tracks here on this Free 
Comp.CD from pretty much all bands that | 
had never, apart from one or two, ever 
heard of. Mostly the bands featured are 
German from what | can gather and all are 
really well produced and have a good 
sound to them.. Standouts for me were 
WOLFBRIGDADE and RED WITH ANGER 
but honestly, this is just a good sampler 
compilation whereby you can hear some 
new or unfamiliar bands. As noted above, 
this comes free with PLASTIC BOMB Zine 
#40 so if you're interested, check it out!! 
(SHY) 
From: Plastic Bomb, Postfach 100205, 
47002, Germany. 


POLICE LINE - “Quality Of Life” 7” 
Right from the first few seconds of opener 
Quality Of Life you can tell this is going to 
give some serious competition to their last 
7” - | only picked that one up mid last year, 
but it was a demo from ‘98, so it’s weird to 
hear the band three years down the line 
about 8 months later! To be honest, there 
isn’t a world difference between the two - a 
harder more aggressive sound in places, 
but essentially still quality hardcorepunk. 
Quality lyrics still intact, and some of the 
punkier moments from the demo 7” have 
carried over. An altogether sweet-ass slab 
o'wax, | look forward to the full lengther. 
(SW) 
Too Circle Records - Shingo Maeda - c/o 
3-29-18 Toyotama-minami, Nerima-Ward, 
Tokyo # 176-0014, Japan 


PROPAGANDHI/CRIA CUERVOS Live 
CD 


Well this seems to be somewhat of a 
mismatch here, but what the hell does that 
matter because you get five rad live tracks 
from PROPAGANDHI and the sound quality 
is unusually good. The CRIA CUERVOS 
tracks are pretty weak in comparison, ‘but | 
think the intention of the CD is to pair up two 
bands who have something to say and in 
that respect it’s good. (AZ) 

Diabolik records, BP 4, 94111 Arcueil 
cedex, France 
devilbox@club-internet.fr 

www.dbik.fr.st 


PUGET SOUND self titled CD 
Having: not heard PUGET SOUND since 
their days when they were based in Leeds, 
| was eagerly looking forward to hearing this 
CD. Since returning to Ireland, PUGET 
SOUND have toured Brazil, which is 
impressive enough, and their sound has 
changed and developed 
along the way 
too. | found 
this CD to 
be a 
‘grower’. It 
wasn't a 
record | got 


into right away but the more | listened the 
more | got into Owensie’s great lyrics and 
the melodic, at times quirky sound, that is 
PUGET SOUND. There’s a lot going on with 
melodic tunes and some intricate guitar 
work and in places they reminded me of 
another great Irish band BRAWL. Political, 
personal, observational and punk. PUGET 
SOUND offer up something different. Worth 
checking out for sure! (SHY) 

From: Rejected Records, P.O.Box 6591, 
Dun Laoghaire, Co. Dublin, Eire e-mail 
puget18@hotmail.com 


RED REACTION - “Welcome To The 
Warzone” CD 

When i first put this CD on i wasn't really 
concentrating on it and i caught a line from 
the second song that went “bring back the 
80’s violence”. | thought to myself that this 
must be some macho crap about having 
more violence at hardcore shows like it was 
y'know “back in the day"TM. Well luckily this 
release comes with a lyric sheet and on 
further inspection, of course, i was wrong! 
It is actually an anti - censorship song about 
having more gore in films. Let that be a 
lesson to you all - always read the lyric 
sheet and always include one in your 
records. Well, after that story of a reviewer 
jumping to the wrong conclusions you are 
probably wondering what the bloody thing 
sounds like. Like many of the bands coming 
out of Massachusetts at the moment they 
are pretty fast and pissed off but don't really 
stand out that much from the crowd, but 
still worth picking up for the rad hidden 
track. (AZ) 
Coalition records, Newtonstraat 212, 2562 
KW, Den Haag, The Netherlands 


REDBANK - “MACHINES DISREGARD 
MY PRONOUN” CDEP 

The production on this EP makes it sound 
incredibley eighties! It’s a bit fuzzy and the 
vocals are too quiet but it still sounds good. 
Redbank are kind of poppy and melodic 
and sound a lot like a heavier Braid or 
Karate... cool. The two layers of vocals 
work so well it sounds amazing and the 
quiet intricate bits remind me a lot of the 
best bits of Jimmy Eat World (not as good 
obviously but still ace.) Overall | reckon the 
only bad thing about this EP is the 
production but what do you expect it is punk 
rock ya know. (CB) 
Keith Records. www.simplyredbank.co.uk 
J. Williams, Flat 3, 21 Banks Road, West 
Kirby, Wirral, CH48 0QX. 


REJECTED YOUTH - 21st century loser 
cD 


Melodic hard edged punk with catchy tunes. 
Right now there’s plenty of bands doing this 
style, | guess inspired by Hellcat and other 
labels, and this lot do it pretty well (Shame 
I've not heard anything like this from any UK 


bands). There’s a definite Oxymoron feel to | 


the shouty sing-a-long choruses & the 
singer does sound quite a lot like Sucker 
but overall the band stand up in their own 
right. Paulo says “I like it’ (JK) 

Bad Dog, PO Box 61 06 41, 10937 Berlin, 
Germany www.coretexrecords.com 


ROSWELL - “The Nothing” CD 
For some reason | thought this band were 
German - there’s no address for them in the 
inlay, but by the time the first song had 
finished | knew they were either Swedish or 
doing a good impression. It's heavy 
brooding metallic hardcore stuff, but with © 


that unmistakable Swedish as-shaking 
rockability, and it's fuckin mint! There's 
seven quality tracks on here, but they all fly 
by so quickly - an album is needed me 
thinks...the lyrics were more than a bit 
abstract, so it kinda lost me from that 
perspective, but pretty much every other 
aspect of this release had me hooked, cool 
digi-pack included, and the two guest vocal 
spots worked a treat - one being some 
quality shrieks, the other being a lady 
singing nicely. Find this now. (SW) 

Bridge Records - Box 1903, 58118 
Linkoping, Sweden 


SAIRAAT MIELET - “The 
Extended Plays” LP 

After the brief bottle 
smashing intro and the 
music kicked in, Mojo 
started pogo-ing around 
the room spitting at me 
whilst laughing and 
skanking his arms around in a true punk 
rocker style. He was onto something, | 
thought. Then the vocals kicked in and | 
could see what the cheeky chimp was 
implying. Awsome dirty snot nosed anarcho 
punk from Finland is what we've got here, 
with studded jackets, huge mohawks, cut n 
paste art , Teen Idels style guitar and pissed 
off sneery vocals that don’t let up. But when 
| jokingly suggested that they were drunk 
punks, Mojo smacked me across the face 
with his big leathery hand and looked 
annoyed. It turned out that this band were 
one of Finlands first sXe bands... or at least 
anti alchohol bands, which is quite 
something in a country where the national 
past time is sitting round the town square 
downing vodka. This record has loads of 
tracks on it and well worth every penny if 
you buy it, simply cos its got pure angst and 
angry old fashioned hardcore punk. For sXe 
punks like me and Mojo, this record is a 
must! (LH) 
Passing Bells, Ritzinkula 1D 20, 20380 
Turku, Finland. passingbells@hotmail.com 
Kamaset, Mechelininkatu 24 B 30, 00100 
Helsinki, Finland. jukkeli@pp.infet-fi 


SCALENE - “Grafting From 
Instantaneous and Fragmented 
Fulfilment” MCD 
Jazzy and technical emotallic hardcore 
from Japan which doesn’t break any new 
ground but is still fairly solid. One track is in 
danger of being infected by nu - metal and 
as a result i'm only getting trace readings on 
my radometer. (AZ) 
Waiting For An Angel records 
theswan@waitingforanangel.com 


SCHIZMA - “State Of Mind” CD 
Fuck, this band have been around since 
‘89! It’s essentially “tuff NYHC, complete 
with lyrics about being stabbed in the back, 
hatin’ everything, disrespect, those damn 
PC kids and the usual gubbins. | know 
people down South who'd probably 
genuinely like this (above the ironic 
appreciation it’s gained in my house!), so if 
you like this style check it out cos it’s good 
at what it’s trying to do, has some cool 
distinctive vocals and more fast parts than | 
was expecting, which is always good. Just 
not my cup-of-tea. (SW) 
Shing Records - PO Box 117, 38-300 
Gorlice, Poland 


SCHOLASTIC DETH - “Killed By 
School” 7” 
All | can say is Wow! This could be my 
favourite 7” this year - fuck that, ever! 12 
tracks of blistering fast-core broken up by 
feedback and backed up by some ace lyrics 
- there’s no point me waxing lyrical any 
further, it’s on 625, the boy Max is on 
vocals, you already know of you need this 
or now. I'll just say that this is hardcore at 
damn near it’s best for me. (SW) 
625 Thrashcore - PO Box 423412, San 
Fransisco, CA 94142-3415, USA 


SCUTTLE - “Fireworks for Summer” 
CDEP 

This kind of reminds me of a poppier Boy 
Sets Fire but lacking in the passion and 
conviction that makes bands like that so 
popular. It seems like Scuttle are trying way 
too hard to sound like other bands and 
totally neglecting to do anything 
interesting.. or even good. This record just 
washed right over me. (CB) 
Firefly Recordings. PO Box 30179. 
London. E17 5FE. 


SECOND AGE - “The Tides Have 
Turned” CD 

| find myself listening to less and less 
“Youthcrew” and Straightedge hardcore 
these days. | still love the sound and it will 
always have a place inside my heart, but, it 
seems So many bands write inspiring lyrics 
but don’t back it up with real emotions or 
action. A lot of the straightedge scene is 
obsessed with bullshit fashions and 
dancing hard, | just hope the scene in 
Poland doesn’t degenerate into this crap 
because this is a great record with 
intelligent lyrics and a rad hardcore sound. 
SECOND AGE remind me why i got into 
hardcore in the first place.(AZ) 
Refuse records, c/o Robert, PO Box 7,02 
- 792 Warszawa 78, Poland 


SEND MORE PARAMEDICS — A feast for 
the fallen CD 
Zombies, metal, headbands, facemasks, 
fake blood — sound appealing? Read on. 
What started as a project band has now 
escalated into constant gigging and this full- 
length CD. Imagine MINOR THREAT 
playing SLAYER songs whilst enacting a 
scene from Day of the Dead and you 
wouldn’t be a 100 miles away from the 
Paramedics. |’m a fan but | don't whether | 
wanted an entire CD of it. (SH) 
In At The Deep End Records, 82 Barlow 
Drive South, Awsworth, Notts, NG16 2TD, 
UK. 


SETH - S/T CDr 
Sleepy sleep time....8 tracks of ultra chilled 
mellow songs, and it’s another self- 
recorded self-released effort coming outta 
the LS6 ghetto slum! This is the soundtrack 
to quiet, whether you’re wanting to read, 
give a gentle massage to someone or just 
lie in bed alone. .What sounds to be two 
guitar tracks, and Seths gentle sung voice 
over the top. It’s nice. (SW) 
seth_bennett@yahoo.co.uk 


SETTLE THE SCORE - “Royal Flash” 


CD 
“Yo Bro - Settle The Score - 2002 - Back on 
the map - Faggots” Says it all really - avoid 
at all cost, unless homophobic chest- 
beating tuffguy shit is your bag. (SW) 


SHE’S LOST CONTROL - “Sumatran 
coffee and Traffic” 7” 

Mojo has distant cousins, the Orang 
Utang’s who are from Sumatra, and so with 
a title like that the poor little blighter got 
Slightly confused. | on the other hand 
drooled over the idea of a nice cup of rich 
coffee, oe Kopi-o as they call it in Indonesia. 
We both agreed that all traffic is good for is 
Skateboarding though.... Anyway, when we 
found that this didn’t have any lyrics with it 
were were slightly miffed, but after we put it 
on, we chilled out a little and absorbed the 
music. It definately made young Mojo relax 
thats for sure. There are some excellent 
guitar parts on here reminicent to The 
Billion Dollar Mission or mid-eighties bands 
like Echo And The Bunnymen, you know? 
Jangley and fast, with solid basslines to 
cover up the rawness, without being as crap 
or dull as the new influx of shitty UK indie- 
emo pap like Dugong or Pylon or any of 
those townie-core bands Mojo wants to 
scream at. The vocals on this reminded me 
of trendier stuff like The White Stripes or 
something... Mojo meanwhile, just sat 
there, starring into space and listening with 
careful appreciation. Thats a good sign | 
guess, cos it shows this band are 
competant and somewhat original, yet not 
too artsy fartsy or cross genre — 
fakes. Overall, these dreamy @ 
tunes suit the titles about 
Coffee and Traffic. Fair game 
Says Mojo. (LH) 
SoundFiction Records 


SILBATO self-titled CD 
First off, this 7 track CD comes in a screen- 
printed cover without any plastic case, 
which is great in my book. Too many 
unnecessary plastic cases are taken as 
being the ‘norm’ | think; show a distinct lack 
of imagination and are environmentally 
horrible. Musically SILBATO from Italy play 
mainly frantic yet controlled punk with a 
singer who has a screamo voice on him. 
The vocals seem to lead this band. 
Screamed, impassioned, powerful with all 
the words being sung in English and printed 
on the lyric sheet in English too. Melodic, at 
times atmospheric, yet still powerful, this 
record has a good, honest feel to it, as 
though their hearts are in the right place 
and many of the lyrics seem to reflect this. 
Well, well worth checking out. Live, | would 
imagine SLIBATO to be great!! (SHY) 
From: SILBATO c/o Guiseppe Di Paola, 
Via Buzzola 9. 30174, Mestre. Venezia, 
Italy e-mail: silbato@ironmaiden.com 


SKITKIDS — ‘Shitfucked by the State’ 
cassette 

This is amazing!!! Crazy rock'n'roll powered 
d-beat punk that shreds!! 8. songs, 
handwritten lyrics, all in Swedish, cut and 
pasted on to black background with photos 
of each band member on the reverse. The 
cassette comes in a cardboard case with 
the cover and track lists glued on either side 
and the music just 
fucking rocks!!! This is Swedish hardcore 
punk at its best!! There are even some 
wanky guitar breaks that are ace but are not 
So bad that they overdo it. Full-on, powerful, 
touches of DISKONTO in places. SKITKIDS 
will get that punk blood of yours racing for 
sure!! Anyone who is into fast, hardcore 
punk rock should send off for this now!! Oh 
yes!! (SHY) 
From: Love Halling, c/o Aman , Smedijeg 1, 
21421 Malmo, Sweden. 


SLAUGHTER HOUSE 57 — hanging with 
the wrong people demo CD 
After 3 listens | decided | really like this. In 
places they remind me of a more heavy 
Neurotics. | dunno if they consider 
themselves an Oi! band but if they do it 
would be an interesting twist to the genre. 
Mid paced but with that urgency to keep it 
all moving along nicely. The lyrics are 
sharp, cleaver & well written and deal with 
the day to day life of someone who isn't 
gonna conform. This is worth checking out. 
(JK) 
Dave, 122 Beaconsfield Villas, Brighton, E. 
Sussex, BN1 6HE, UK 
www.slaughterhouse57.gb.kz 


SMACKDOWN - 7” 
WRESTLING IS REAL - EVERYTHING 
ELSE IS FAKE!! Hell yeah it’s true cos old 
sned said so, Get the tables! MWIHC (SN) 
Coalition, Newtonstraat 212, 2562 KW Den 
Haag, Netherlands. 


SNAFU/SINCE THE DAY - “Things You 
Barely Know” Split CD 
Aaargh, horrible off-kilter nu-metal! Then it 
gets good, and Snafu redeem themselves 
with some rather brutal midpaced metallic 
hardcore. The dry shouty vocals grated a bit 
initially, but | got into ‘em after a few listens. 
| preferred Since The Day though, fairly 
similar style in that they're also pedalling a 
brutal metallic sound, but they just seem to 
have more energy about them, a tastier 
crunch to the sound and better (higher) 
vocals. Overall, two quality bands though. 
(SW) 
Basterdized Records - PO Box 200521, 
56005 Koblenz, Germany 


SOUL ENERGIE - Leaving out empty 
bodies 7” 
Driving, sometimes dischordant, sometimes 
melodic mid-paced hardcore from two 
Dutch guys and an American. It kind of 
reminds me of a cross between HOOVER, 
CALABASH CASE and something a bit 
more straightforward and melodic like 
TRIBUTE or even ENDSTAND in places. | 
liked this release, it has loads of energy and 
the tunes/songs really caught me. 
Released by the band so contact them 
direct. (SH) 
Jorick Emigré, Heemskerckstraat 22, 6828 
ZG Arnhem, Netherlands. ; 
xjorickx@yahoo.com 


STRONG INTENTION - Extermination 
Vision CD 
14 tracks of raging hardcore from Maryland 
that reminded me of CITIZEN’s ARREST 
meets THE NEIGHBOURS. These guys 
| have been around for 8 years and this is 
‘one of their strongest releases yet. If you're 
in need of a dose of blistering hardcore to 
throw yourself around the living room to, 
this.is your baby. (SH) 
Coalition Records 


SWELLBELLIES - taking care of 
business 10” 
Scotland’s Swellbellies have released 
records that I'd tend to describe as solid but 
hopefully not any more. This 10” on orange 
vinyl (there’s only 666 of them) shows a real 
progression from previous outings. The 
band play UK82 style punk with a real early 
“EXPLOITED sound, especially the vocals. 
The guitars pack a real punch almost 
veering towards a hardcore sound. The 
vocals are pure venom full of anger & 


hatred. While most of their contemporaries 
merely plod along The Swellbelties pound. 
In short, an impressive gem which is well 
worth checking out. (JK) 

Peter Bower Records, PO Box 132, Leeds, 
LS6 2RR, UK peterbower@alcoholic.co.uk 


THE COALFIELD - “Transmitter” CD 
In their little thanks list they thank five 
bands, three of them being Nine, Lack & JR 
Ewing - this pretty much sums it up to me. 
Not that they’re hugely similar to any of 
these, but that their intense rockin screamo 
sound would fit in well alongside these 
other bands. These kids sure know their 
instruments, and across the 10 tracks it 
shows them more than capable of pulling 
off various approaches to their chosen 
style. On the downside, there were no lyrics 
included in the rather swish inlay, and too 
many slower numbers for my liking, and the 
last track felt more like an Outro, but that 
said this is a pretty good CD. (SW) 
Defiance Records 


THE GREEN ACRE - MCD 
June Of The Leg Johnny like a jazz fly in yer 
head yo. My rad friend James said it's like 
musical frottage cos it gets you all excited 
but you never get a climax and it chafes. 
after a while. Intricate and jazzy post 
hardcore like a musical rorschac test. (AZ) 
Santos Records/Room Temperature 
Records (no address given!) 


THE KILLEREST EXPRESSION - “Four 
Days that Shook the World” CD 
| can’t help but feel that a full colour press- 
release with not one but two mentions of 
Kerrapp! Magazine must but covering up 
something innately less exciting... and what 
d'ya know? Average melodic hardcore/pop 
punk in the vein of NOFX’s later stuff. “We 
are dedicated to pushing the realms of the 
music we write” boasts the press release. 
Eh? Actually I’m not even sure what that 
means: the realms of the music? Realms? 
Of the Music? Whatever. |’m pretty sure it's 
a lie. Yawn. (CB) 
In At The Deep End Records. 82 Barlow 
Drive South. Awsworth. NG16 2TD. 


THE NOW-DENIAL - “Truth Is On Fire” 


Le 
You just can’t go wrong with a Scorched 
Earth Policy release, and this their latest 
release doesn’t disappoint - pummelling 
driving hardcorepunk with some really cool 
lyrics. | missed them when | was at a fest 
they played in Mannheim, but | bet they rule 
live, one of those bands that have such 
belief in their lyrics that they give 
explainations between songs. If you like 
HARDCORE you should definitely look out 
for this - his hero may be gone, but the spirit 
lives on... (SW) 
Scorched Earth Policy - Irisstr. 19, 67067 
Ludwigshafen, Germany 
Flowerviolence Records - Kapellenstr 16, 
69469 Weinheim, Germany 


THE PHOENIX FOUNDATION - s/t 7” 
Mojo’s put this record on 
hundreds of times. Its 
\ definately one of his 
mm favorites, and not becuase 


y oof its handcrafted 
Camoflage cloth cover, nor cos 
its one of only 300 pressed... Who 

would have thought a little chimp like 
him would be into such driving, melodic HC 
punk not too disimilar from Manifesto 


Jukebox but still with its own harshness and 
twang? | don’t mind him playing it over and 
over cos i also think its a great debut from 
these finnish punkers. Mojo and | both 
agree that the obvious comparrisons to MJ 
are there, but these guys’ tunes are a little 
more uplifting at times but still have that 
furious delivery of rthym and tuneful pace. 
I'm such an idiot cos | didn’t realise it was a 
one sided piece of white vinyl with looped 
ending, and tried to play the reverse side, 
much to the amusement of Mojo who 
laughed and pointed at me for ages and 
ages. Cheeky monkey! (LH) 

Passing Bells Records (Finland) & Zandor 
Industries -145-149 Cardigan Road, 

Leeds, LS6 1LJ, UK. 
Zandorxxx@hotmail.com . 


THE RISE - “Signal To Noise” CD 
| really like this band, having hungout with 
them last November and seeing them play 
pretty much everynight for over a week and 
learning what cool guys are. | was 
interested in seeing what young Mojo would 
think of these Texans after | played him this 
cd. | can tell you this, the little bastard was 
completely blown away! He was dancing 
around the rafters and tops of cupboards 
madly bopping away to the fresh sounds of 
modern technical hardcore his big chimp 
ears were hearing. | don’t think he could 
believe it. | rate The Rise for thier 
appropriate use of synth technology and 
powerful rocking hardcore beats, mixed 
alongside inteligent unpretentious lyrics and 
attitude, whilst Mojo just digs them cos they 
are good. To me they are like a less poncy 
version of Refused plugged with a lot more 
vocal angst and power, fuelled by driving 
creativity in the overall composition of the 
music. Their stylish tunes ooze painful 
Passion and gripping techno electronica 

‘whilst delievering something new and 
exciting, yet not drifting away up thier own 
arse’ like other bands who try this always 
seem to do. Mojo is a fan of The Rise now 
and asked if he could «ncaa. 
drive them on tour next 4 
time. | told him | would 
see what | could do, cos 
he doesn’t have a licence 
yet, though | bet he’d be 
better at it than me. (LH) 
Ferret Music, 47 Wayne St #3, Jersey City, 
NJ, 07302, USA. www.feretstyle.com 


THE TAKE - “Propeller” CD 
It's taken a fair few years, but it seems The 
(fish) Take have committed to CD the songs 
we all hoped they were Capable of, an 
album chock full of post-hardcore rock with 
a fine side-line in subtle melodies. In places 
it almost touches upon some “emo-rock” 
sensibilities, but as bouncy and catchy as it 
gets it never crosses over to the land of 
shiny happy people where Firefly live! The 
slight let-down for me was the majority of 
the vocals being, well, not bland, but not 
really that passionate - Jim occasionally lets 
rips with some powerful nigh-on-screams 
though, which are cool...and the lyrics are 
far too ambiguous for me to even bother 
delving into. Check this out for some quality 
rockage - vocal complaints.aside there are 
some cracking songs on here. (SW) 
HouseHoldName Records 


THESE THINGS HAPPEN - Vol.1 CD 
This is a 23 track Compilation featuring 
some well-known bands: Travis Cut, 
Horace Goes Skiing and Annalise; and also 


some less well-known bands. There is 
quite a mixture of musical styles here but 
mostly the bands are pop punk and melodic 
hardcore. The overall production on this is 
brilliant, not what you expect from DIY punk 
rock compilations usually! | don’t think there 
Was one song on this that | didn’t like: 
Definitely recommended! (CB) 

Millie Peed Records. 

www. Milliepeedrecords.cjb.net 


THINKTANK — Here is the moment CD 
This CD brings together 2 of Australia’s 
THINKTANK hard-to-find EPs from a while 
ago. Sounding like an early PROMISE 
RING mixed with the upbeat melodies of 
PIEBALD or even STARMARKET. Good 
stuff. (SH) 

Household Name Records PO Box 12286, 
London, SW9 6FE, UK 


THIRTY SECONDS UNTIL 
ARMAGEDDON/xCANAANx - - 7” 
SxE metal terror from north and south 
England. TSUA’s ‘st song is a live favourite 
of mine (the one that goes ‘eek, eek, eek..) 
- fucking good stuff from the geordies - the 
double bass drums. are awesome, 
everything | expected of them. xCANAANx 
are doing the mosh ala TSUA for real with 
added IRON MAIDEN Style licks, totally 
committed to the edge (I'll check back on 
you in 10 years time ok?) The bullshit press 
release Ignition sent along reminded me of 
some crap from Victory or something, 
‘selling points’ my arse! (SN) 
Ignition - see ad. 


THIS AINT VEGAS - “Funeral on 
Tuesday” 7” 

This 3 track 7” is ace. 100 mph featured on 
their demo CD which was reviewed earlier 
this year and got me totally raving about 
them. My favourite track on the 7” is Ask the 
Time, the lyrics totally get in your head and 
make you want to shout and jump around (I 
think | even did what can only be regarded 
as Strutting). There is a total Dischord thing 
going on, but they manage to carry it off in 
their own style. Lovely artwork to 
boot.(COC) 
Jealous Records, P.O. Box 321, Leeds, . 
LS6 3YT 


TORQUEMADA - “Liessere Umano Nell 
‘Epoca della sua riproducibilicia” CD 
After the bizarre CELTIC FROST / BLEBB 
intro we're into some blazing HC, their first 
ep got a great review in R2B and this is 
thoughtfully included on the end of these 10 
new songs, comes in a booklet package 
and is diy as fuck, there are blazing bits, 
chuggy moshers, Japanese noise samples, 
all kinds.. Italian lyrics but with translations 
to English, it's all very philosophical and 
dark - this record ‘Synthesises our 
ideological disgust for the existing’ which all 
good records should dammit! (SN) 
c/o Metello. Alonge, via Pigafetta 11, 10129 
Torino, Italy. 


THREE MINUTE MARGIN VS TOKYO 
ADVENTURES CD 

Three Minute Margin play pop punky 
hardcore in a fun and catchy way. The 
guitar melodies are pretty cool and rocking 
but, to be honest, the vocals are a bit 
‘punky’ for me. Ya know that snotty punk 
thing. I'm just not going for it but the tunes 
are good so I'll let them off for now. Tokyo 
Adventures are more towards the indie rock 
end of things. But they push it too far to the 


point of making me want.to vomit if ever 
hear their sickly sweet vocals ever again. 
The tunes are catchy but in an annoying 
way. | found it all a bit boring really. | even 
thought they were doing a cover of ‘Ding 
Dong Merrily on High’ at one point | mean, 
what the hell?? What were you thinking?? 
Eugh horrible. (CB) $ 

www. keithrecords.net 


TWELVE HOUR TURN - Perfect 
Progress, Perfect Destruction CD 
Second full length LP from the US’ 12HT. 
Far more developed than previous releases 
this record brings together the rhythms of 
LUNGFISH with the quirkiness of DRIVE 
LIKE JEHU. The song writing and 
musicianship are strong elements of 12HT’s 
sound, fuelled by some emotive and 
thought-provoking lyrics. Good stuff. (SH) 
No Idea! Records 


VARIOUS - “Shades of Volume” CD 
Scarborough and area comp ‘Made for 
young people to express their views and 
feelings’. A benefit for the DIY collective 
(the only 100% autonomous youth led 
group in England) and their venue /drop in 
place ‘The Warehouse” (dig out R2B issue 
1 for the full interview). Musically varied (as 
hinted at by the Cd's title), it’s mainly the 
people from the hardcore band 
BELLIGERANT DECLARATION in various 
guises - they kick it off in fine style with their 
eponymous and most memorable song. A 
NATION MOURNED does the miserable 
emo thing quite well, PHALLUS STENCH - 
do noisy chaotic ‘art’. Some great female 
singer / songwriter stuff from Kath, Harriet 
and Rae. The winner for me though is 
ARKITEX Featuring ‘The Edger’ who is 
rapping like a young BLADE, dissing the 
bling bling thing, UK Hip Hop | wanna hear 
more! | like the way this comp has been 
brought together through co-operation and 
a sense of community (rather than genre 
based). Refreshing to hear on the day Joe 
Strummer died - from Garageland to the 
Warehouse! (SN) : 
Five pounds from: DIY Collective, Unit 5, 
39/40 Queen St, Scarborough, YO11 1HQ, 
UK. 


V/A KEITHS RECORDS - “Keiths 
Kompilation”- Cd 
This 42 track double CD is absolutely 
cracking. Keiths Records is apparently a 
new non profit DIY label operating from the 
Wirral. | was a bit daunted by the dayglo 
artwork but reassured when | saw Grampus 
Eight, Flamingo 50 and Three Minute 
Margin had contributions on it and damn 
fine ones they are too. There is a total mix 
of stuff made this total heaven to listen to. 
Everything from crazy keyboard pop to pop 
punk to hardcore punk to emo hardcore to 
electronic to country to fifties to surf to 
thrash (I think that's it). It pretty covered the 
crazy world of my taste in music... if there 
had been some hammond and classical ‘| 
think | would have exploded. | was still 
pretty damn chuffed by the diversity whole 
thing. | liked 
the way 
bands like 
Plague of 
Vermin 
followed 
tne 
country 
style of The 


Fortunate Children and preceded the fifties 
kitsch of the Frank and Beryl experience. 
: of , & | Reframe the Concept had me air guitarring 
a ee 2 t ‘| like I've never air guitarred before, even 
a ; % #1 down to the pinch harmonics, fuckin 
tremendous. Apart from 2 or 3 tracks, 
'] particularly the banging (as my mum would 
A say) ones, | thoroughly enjoyed this 
¥ 1 compilation which isn’t bad considering 
there are 41 bands. Pure aceness and fuck 
me its only 3 quid. (COC) 
wwww.keithsrecords.net, 
keithsrecords@hotmail.com 


V/A — music for the underprivileged CD 
5 bands BLISTERHEAD (Sweden), 
BOMBSCARE (Australia), HOMEBREW 
(UK), DOGSHIT SANDWICH (UK) & 
TOWERBLOCKS (Germany). 

BLISTERHEAD start things off with 13 
tracks (that’s pretty much a full albums 
worth) of Rancid/ Voice Of A Generation 
fast tuneful punk. Its starts off a bit sickly but 
overall they’re pretty damn rockin’. 
BOMBSCARE (6 songs) then wade in with 
their own punk style, less melodic but still 
good impact. DOGSHIT SANDWICH (9 
tracks) play fast aggressive stuff, but its all 
a bit “bum-tit-bum-tit” pace-wise, which | 
really hate, although the guitarist tries to 


(7 songs) sounded a lot more aggressive 
than | remember them from _ live 
performances, decent but no real hooks to 
get me excited. | always wanted to hear 
someone do the “unclefucker” song from 
South Park and here it is, but it’s not that 
exciting. TOWERBLOCKS (2 songs) play a 
couple of basic Oi! tunes, not as good as 
the songs on the Runnin’ Riot split. (| was 
working when then played here the other 
week — bummer!). This could have been a 
really decent release if it had just been a 
Blisterhead & Bombscare split. The rest 
was just filler for me. (JK) 

Dislocate, PO Box 321, Durham, DH7 
OYG, UK www.dislocate.co.uk 


V/A - “To Be Continued...” CDr 
A pretty cool international compilation from 
a new Manchester-based label. featuring a 
fair mix of styles. Fig. 4.0 are present with 
their classy blend of thrash-attack hardcore 
punk stop-start melodies, the now split DC- 
9 with a more stripped down hardcore 
sound, Carry On blasting out some 
powerful US hardcore, Buzzkill and their 
RFTC-esque rockage, the also now-split 
Dead Inside, and some other bands | hadn't 
heard before - Bow Echo & Modus 
Operandi - both over on the melodic end of 
the spectrum -.and No Warning & Panic - 
both on Bridge Nine records, so have that 
“pissed off’ US hardcore sound. A good 
start to a new label, definitely a keeper as a 
compilation. Not sure if this is getting 
pressed properly or not, so email Marios for 
details. (SW) 
Say It To My Face Records - 
sayittomyface88@hotmail.com 


VICTOR FME = “burst through the fire doors at 
the controls pf a giant cleaning machine. ...” Cd 
5 cute pop tracks from the former “Honey 


a real ska feel whereas the keyboards and 
vocals make you feel you are in the world of 
indie pop. Very basic artwok in the style of 
™ your maths textbook. Really made me want 
[3 to play boxes (some of you may be 
unfamiliar with this game). (COC) 
www. keithsrecors.net, 
keithsrecords@hotmail.com 
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keep it a bit more interesting. HOMEBREW . 


Dhop Screamers”. The trumpets give these . 


VODKA JUNIORS - “All Them Clowns” 
cD 


This cd came with a comic book both inside 
a ziplock bag, which | had to open for Mojo 
cos it was the first time he had ever seen 
one. | had never seen any HC punk from 
Greece before, but if there are more bands 
like this out there, then | hope to have more! 
Mojo and | both like fast music, and this had 
that with a slightly more pop punk/melodic 
hardcore feel to it. Reminded me of early 
Pennywise, Bad Religion or Olivelawn, but 
Mojo wasn't too sure, probably because of 
the rawer recording and more modern style 
not too far from Fig 4.0 or even Joe Ninety. 
Mojo spent ages reading the comic book 
and miming words to himself. This confused 
me and so | went to see what he was so 
drawn in by. It turned out that this comic 
book was the lyric sheets of the songs and 
| had to snuggle up close to smelly old Mojo 
with his dirty chimp fur to get a read of the 
socio-politcal lyrics this cool 

band were singing. gs 
Overall we were both 
impressed and rate this 
cd by this highly 
energetic and_ creative 
band. (LH) 

Vodka Juniors, PO Box 
52817, N-Erithrea, 14671, Athens, Greece. 
fwscene@yahoo.com, www.cball 
666rec.com 


WARSAWPACK - “Gloss Domestic 
Product” CD 

This impressed me and Mojo straight away, 
quite simply because the first song is all 
about the suppresion of Bio Fuels and the 
ludicous continuation of profit making from 
environmental hazards, like cars and oil 
etc... Fucking awsome! It had Mojo leaping 
up and down like crazy! And it doesn’t just 
end there... Placebo drugs, World Debt, the 
G8, ecological issues, Genetic Modification, 
Corporate Media control, Islam being 
claimed as the new world ‘threat’, 
multinational. corporations buying 
everything up, the mighty dollar... all sorts of 
stuff we all need to think about and act 
against everyday. This 7 piece collective 
from Southern Ontario, Canada manage to 
pull off their message both inteligently and 
well roundedly in quite a cool style, without 
coming across as preachy or naive. 
Musically Mojo indicated that it was a nice 
melange of african jazz fusion meets hip 
hop with a dash of punk and soul, and I'll 
have to go with him on that. The closest 
stuff | can think of to this would be a less 
heavy version of Fishbone or the lost art of 
jazzy funk often found on Alva. Skate 
videos. Overall, Mojo reackoned that this is 
more what our ‘activist’ pals would listen to 
usually, more so than me and him, but that 
doesn’t mean we weren't totally diggin the 
light rapping and soulful angst. | was 
impressed by the awsome flow chart in the 
inlay, simpley cos it was clear and had guts 
to say. | somehow got a feeling of autonomy 
and solidarity from listening to this, 
| dunno why... You could say 
its like reading Chomski, but ae 
I'd prefer to say its more like 
reading AdBusters... easier 
to digest, uplifting, inspiring 
and cool. (LH) 
G7 Welcoming Committee, PO Box 27008, 
380 Main Street Concourse, Winnipeg MB, 
R3C 4T3. Canada. 
www.g7welcomingcommittee.com 


WOOLWORTHY - “Recycler” CD 
Wow this is a bargain - 23 tracks for 6 quid. 
This is a compilation of their 6. year history 
and | guess would be a must-have for their 
fans. Woolworthy do that kind of melodic 
hardcore / old indie rock kind of thing and 
remind me a lot of bands like Mega City 
Four and Vanilla Pod. This is definitely 
worth checking out if tuneful punk rock is 
your thing! Shame about the crap name 
though. (CB) 
Boss Tunage 


ZANN/FUNERAL DINER - Split 7” 
| remember hearing Zann for the first time a 
couple of years ago when Ewan played me 
a CDr of their stuff, and being blown away 
by them live a few weeks later when they 
played Leeds with Iceburn. When they hit 
these shores this time around they played 
Leeds with their split 7” partners Funeral 
Diner, and they were anything if not better 
than before - intense metallic craziness. 
Anyways, picked up this 7” at that gig, and 
it's fuckin ace. Zann’s stuff is spot-on - a 
claustrophobic wall of chaotic metal, and it 
has a really cool raw sound - if | close my 
eyes | can picture them bouncing around 
my living room, attacking the crowd with 
their guitars and plastic swords! | definitely 
prefer these tracks to the split with the 244 
GL - far more urgent and passionate- 
sounding...PS. They're dead nice people! 
Funeral Diner, amazing live - amazing on 
record. Admittedly, I’ve only got two of their 
releases, but both are that fucking good all 
| can Say is track that shit down. Powerful 
and emotional mini-epics of songs - the one 
track on here is a blinding chunk of 
excellent screamo that builds from a 
beautiful intro piece into a gem of a tune - 
find this 7”. (SW) 
Vendetta - www.vendettamob.net 


ZEROID - 10” 
More doom and gloom from the Hamburg 


ZYON - “The Wishing Star” CD 
Now this is some weird stuff. | think I’ve put 
off reviewing this for long enough, so here 
goes... imagine if some pretty boy hardcore 
kids decided to push their band in the 
direction of the indie scene, fusing screamy 
vocals with over-the-top pompous 
keyboard-heavy slow introspective indie- 
rock and lots of annoying vocals 
(whispered, crooned, spoken and sung). 
The lyrics could have some sort of political 
sentiment in places, they're certainly nice in 
a poetic sorta way, but | just couldn't be 
‘bothered reading anything into them as it 
was too much of a chore. | can’t think of 
anyone | know who’d genuinely like 
this... maybe if you like Muse or some shit 
like that...1.can’t help but feel I’m missing 
some sort of secret point here, this record 
can't be this bad. (SW) 
Winter Recordings - 
info@winterrecordings.de 


KELLYS 

The Setap MCD 

Swedish post-rock akin to 
{Fireside and Starmarket but with 

more of a DC edge and powerful 
“female vocais. 


(BIGHTY SIX /BLOCKO 
split 2° 
| Eighty Six take the best bits of 
\ Jawbreaker and Jawbox while 
‘Blocko play melodic punk not 
unlike Broccoli, 500 pressed‘én 
. pink vinyl! 


SGsaad 


THE MERCY SUITE 

|. Credis Quod Habes et Habes MCD 

 ex'members of Dropnoseé and 

})Astream continuing where their 
“previous bands lett off, blistering 
Skate-ptink with_a dark emotive 
edge} 

The Reason To Believe zine 


website is now up and running. 


SS 


FINE $10,000 'S 


NO FEEDING OF MONKEYS 


BOMBED OUT RECORDS present... 


also outhow: Eighty Six Whai's My Probiens Today? CD. 


: ' ig. 4. image Exchange CD10" Dropnose s 
om. Y it Fig. 4.0 Action mage Exe ect 
scene, this is the new group formed by ex- ou =o check out at MCD, E‘pore SF Mehl oe Joe Ninety 
JENIGER folks among others, so of course | WWw.rtbzine.org Meith 


it's dark and heavy ! URANUS, UYS, and 
old AMBUSH come to mind, fucking good 
but not recommended if you need cheering 
up! (SN) 

UNSOCIABLE, PO Box 105824, 28058, 
Bremen, Germany hellache@web.de 


ZLODZIEJE ROWEROW - “Ten Moment” 

CD 
Mojo likes this cd and listens 
to it with a great big grin on his 


- No stupid messageboards 

- No annoying adverts 

- No shitty pop-ups 

- No fancy graphics that take a long 
time to load 


£3.50/€7, prices includé p&p 


face. | guess both Mojo and | ISTAND /_HHH 
both can’t undertand Polish so = — ° 
luckily the english translations to the 2 5 ont: 


lyrics helped me figure out what this 
band were about. Somehow, my clever 
little monkey friend already knew... On the 
musical front this is kinda jangley-meets- 
metalic contemporary hardcore with driving 
melodic riffs, great tempos and the odd bit 
technically proficient guitar playing. The 
songs build and build and whip out some - 
great overall tunes, whilst the vocals sound 
passionate and sincere. We could not work 
out who it reminded us of, but overall Mojo 
Says its good, and | think out of all the 
reviewers in this zine, he has the most 
authority on such matters... Even above 
Sned and Jase! Anyway, | agree it has its 
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2 OF THE U.KS FINEST HARDCORE BANDS TAKE YOU BY 
THE HAND. WITH GREEDY PORTIONS OF RIFE PIE AND 
WORD STEW, THIS IS MOSH FOR THE MIND! 
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own style, and the songs are steady and 
thoughtful, so check it out. (LH) 

Refuse Records, c/o PO box 7, 02-792 
Warszawa 78, Poland. 
refusexresist@go2.pl 
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ARTCORE # 18 - Winter 
2002/Spring 2003 Ad4, 
Glossy Black and White 
Finally | get to snap up the 
latest issue of Artcore zine, 
by the highly vocal and 
healthy cynical Welly. | 
think this is a split with 
Vaultage, as it is 
somewhat mentioned, but 
i'm not too sure about that. 
| don't really care either 
cos either way | couldn't 
have asked for a better 
issue of a regular zine to 
be given. What with plenty 
of awesome articles and 
interviews with bands, 
labels and people I’m 
actually interested in, I'm 
keeping this baby safely 
locked away from thieving 
friends. For starters there 
is a highly amusing intro 
about poncy punk looking 
hairstyles cropping up in 
mainstream fashion and 
plenty of banter against the whole ‘nu-emo’ shit flownsing its way about 
‘acceptable’ society. This writing is more than a rant as to being a great 
premise to redefining punk rock values, and reclaiming the whole anti- 
fashion side of it that appeals to snot nosed little shits like myself. Follow that 
up with a tabloid style piece on current world politics fuelled by sinister 
cynisim and specific snide taff humour and I'm hooked. The interviews with 
bands include rockers Channel 3, thrashers DFA, the mighty sXe warriors 
Our War, the ghoulish Send More Paramedics, the spooky Pitch Black, and 
the crustie sounding Rattus. Pretty’damn fine variety and choice if you ask 
me. Kill From The Heart website is also reviewed, showing that despite being 
an old dawg, this Welly fella has entered the 21st century unlike some of his 
contemporaries. Then, as far as the icing on the punk-rock-anorak-in-motion 
cake goes, there are some superb articles on The Big Boys, Adolescents, 
Shawn Kerri (the person responsible for the Circle Jerks/DOA artwork) and 
SST Records, all of whom | know realise are part responsible for warping my 
messed up mind, by inadvertantly being included on the sound track of my 
dirty skate punk highschool angst years. All this and the usual snide reviews 
saying whats what in a most learned fashion, and dotty lazer printer layout 
and graphics makes for my favorite issue of this zine in quite a while. Nice 
going! (LH) 

Artcore, c/o 1 Aberd 


ulais Road, Gabalfa, Cardiff, CF 14 2PW, Wales, UK 


ATTACK! The Newsletter ISSUE 4 June 2002 FREE A4 

Four double sided pages that consists of news from out of Sweden regarding 
mainly record news, reviews of both zines and records, a list of contacts — 
mainly bands, labels and zines from Sweden, U.S.A., Germany and the UK, 
a mail order list and a good interview with FELIX VON HAVOC whereby he 
gives some interesting opinions on the label, touring, record collecting and 
surviving in the DIY world. | can only encourage you to write off to Krogh (the 
editor) and send him a donation or stamped SAE to pick this up. This is a 
good newsletter that provides a good source of info and contacts (somewhat 
akin to SLUG AND LETTUCE). Ads are accepted too and are at present 
FREE so bands, zines get in touch with Krogh about advertising in ATTACK! 
Great!!! (SHY) 


Krogh, Edgrensgatan «27, 67150 Arvika, Sweden OR 
attackfanzine@telia.com 

BALD CACTUS No.20 A5 50p/ 2 Euros ppd 

BALD CACTUS reaches its twentieth issue. Published since the late 1980s, 


BALD CATUS has been a mainstay of the UK punk zine scene and Andy 
shows no sign of letting up yet. In this issue there are interviews with London 
anarcho punks ACTIVE SLAUGHTER whose individual members always 
give their own opinions making the interviews interesting; KISMET HC (who 
have also been around for 14 odd years!); Leeds based melodic/thrash punk 
band FIG 4.0; and long-time commie poet/ranter ATTILA THE 
STOCKBROKER. Andy comes up with some good questions that make 
those interviewed give some half decent answers. Also there’s a ‘Holiday in 
the Slums’ Leeds Punx Picnic report, rants about Dead Kennedy's reforming, 
the Countryside Alliance becoming more ‘active in how they protest and the 
medias treatment of their antics and a piece about the ‘free zine’ debate that 
has occurred in the UK recently. Topped it off with some zine and record 
reviews, Check it out punk!!! 

BALD CACTUS, c/o 145-149 Cardigan Road, Leeds, W.Yorkshire, LS6 1LJ, 
UK. 


BICEL #12 & #13. A4. 40 Pages & 44 Pages. 

Bicel is a really professional-looking Spanish zine produced by the Anarchist 
Foundation (La Fundacion de Estudios Libertarios Anselmo Lorenzo.) It is a 
vast collection of anarchist and political writings from books published by the 


Foundation and also from other Spanish editorials. Everything is deeply 
rooted in Spanish history and politics so it doesn’t make for light reading but 
it is very interesting indeed. There are also some book reviews here, some 
poetry and a catalogue so that you can order all of the featured books 
directly. (CB) 

Fundacion de Estudios Libertarios Anselmo Lorenzo. 
Falacios Num 2, 28021, Madrid, Spain 


Paseo Alberto 


BLACKTHORN #2, October 2002, Broadsheet Newsprint BIk&Wht. 

Now then, here is a kick ass zine if ever i saw one. Its big, its dirty looking, 
and its rammed full of ideas, politics and practical thinking. | only just got this 
so i haven't had time to read it entirely but with articles/Interviews about The 
Industrial Workers Union Strike, home brewing (thats DIY booze to you and 
1), the Intifada cufews in Palestine (including an awsome drawn story), 
‘Eterna Inocencia’ interview from Buenos Aires, Argentina about the crazy 
economic situation down there, reclaiming your madness (DIY mental health 
guide.. hey! | need help with that), articles on US held politcal/activist 
prisoners, and my personal favorite, a piece on Urban Permaculture which is 
truely inspiring. | highly rate this grubby looking zine cos not only is it well 
written, researched and laid out, but the information within is invaluable. Its 
all stuff that will still need to be re-read in 10 years time and thats why I'm 
saying get a copy. (LH) 

PO Box 11046, Portland, Oregon, 97211, USA 


COTTON FIST #15, A5, xeroxed 

One of the coolest things about zines is 
that they can project personality. 
Granted, sometimes this ‘personality’ is 
fake, sycophantic, pretentious, put on, 
in denial or just plain lost the plot, but 
quite often its sincere, real, Heartfelt 
and honest. Cottonfist number 15 is 
definately of the latter four. Filled with 
nifty illustrations, thoughts, idioms and 
life, this zine revolves around the 
personal questioning and processes of 
realisation more towards being ‘pro- 
humanity’ rather than just ranting ‘anti 
capitalism’. Well, thats what | thought 
anyway. The writing reads like short 
prose, and the opinions expressed deal 
with a whole range of ideals from 
personal struggles against socio, state, 
peer, and self oppression, in a mild 
mannered and coherant way. The very clearly noted open mindedness of the 
author allows you to feel comfortable and safe with what they have to say, 
rather than the fear of being preached at or lectured to, which helps the ideas 
sink in. The reviews section was ultra positive and refreshing and the variety ~ 
was clear cut and decisive enough too. Overall | rate this zine highly if you're 
into sincere expression and radical politics, without being over the top and 
hysterical about things. Top brass indeed! (LH) 

clo Erik, 32D, Greygates, Stillorgan Road, Stillorgan, Co. Dublin, Ireland. 


COUNTER INFORMATION No.57 Autumn/Winter 2002 Free/Donation A4 
.4 pages 

COUNTER INFORMATION is a long running political newsletter produced by 
an independent collective based mainly in Scotland but with another section 
based also in London who provide brief summaries, news and information on 
struggles against injustice, oppression and exploitation from not only a UK 
perspective but also from other countries around the world providing you with 
information that often does not get reported by ‘mainstream’ magazines. This 
issue sees C.|. reporting news not only from resistance occurring in 
Argentina (where a massive revolt against the countries politicians has seen 
many workers assemblies taking place organised and managed by “ordinary 
people” — not by businessmen and politicians) but also from the Zapatistas 
in Mexico, and much, much more. After 17 years of publishing, C.I. is also re- 
evaluating its own future by discussing within its pages what C.l. is about, 
how it is produced and the possible options for continuing, in whatever shape 
or form, and indeed, if at all. Personally | hope they do. Like any ‘free’ 
magazine/newsletter, how it is written and produced is reliant purely on 
volunteers providing input, news and help with typing, layouts and 
distribution. C.l. has been a mainstay of encouraging people to rely not on 
politicians or leaders but on self-organisation and direct action with 
resistance being part of daily life with values such as co-operation and 
mutual aid. A valued and informative read, pick up C.1. if you see it around or 
write to help with distribution. (SHY) 

Counter Information, c/o 17 W Montgomery Place, 
Scotland. 


Edinburgh, EH7 5HA, 


EF! ACTION UPDATE # 85, October 2002 

Gimme more of the monthly round up of ecological and other direct action 
from around Britain and a little of beyond. Influence everyone with the 
philosophy behind Earth First! as being the non-hierarchical organisation and 
direct action to confront, stop and eventually reverse the forces responsible 
for the destruction of the earth and its inhabitants. Divulge masses of info 
about the more recent campaign to halt peat extraction of Thorne and 


y. ZINES: ANES ZINES - ZINES: ZINES" 4INES i 


Hatfield Moors and impress 
with cohesive action and 
results. Sure this monthly 
newsletter might be 
‘propaganda’ but its OUR 
propaganda, from the 
actions of people like me 
and YOU! Yes you... Where 
else does the plight of the 
earth undertaken by normal 
everyday people have its 
say? Not on CNN or the 
BBC thats for sure.... This 
issue has a list of Prisoners 
who need your support, 
reports on the week of 
action in solidarity with the 
people of West Papua and 
the OPM movement, a 
round up of anti GM 
actions, news on Peace 
Protestors in Palestine, 
Proposed new __airport 
expansions in the UK, 
protests at Titnore ancient 
woods, road alert website, 
some anti war actions by 
priests, and a main article on the Peoples Global Action conference held in 
the Netherlands (were any of you there??). Theres are also short write ups 
on reclaim the streets, anti mobile phone mast campaigns, the usual-contacts 
lists and dates for your diary. Yes, thats right, YOUR DIARY... (LH) 
Subscribe to the EF! Action Update and help redistribute it for £5 a year, 
cheques made payable to ‘Earth First! Action Update, and send it to Dept 29, 
22a Beswick St, Manchester, M$ 7HS, UK... you can subscribe under a false 
name and c/o address if you really want. 


issue 85 


october 2002 


50p where soid - anti-copyright photocopy and distribute 


EF! ACTION UPDATE # 86, November 2002 

Once again the monthly update of various EF! actions and information hits 
home hard like a heavy handful of hammers. This time there is a radical 
round up of solidarity with the south pacific actions including reports of 
sabotage, blockades and occupation right here in the UK. “How does that 
effect the South Pacific?” | hear you Say... get a hold of this newsletter and 
find out! Whilst you've got it, learn more about what YOU can do to help stop 
and eventually reverse the forces responsible for the destruction of the earth 
and its inhabitants, under the Earth First! banner. Oh yes, oh yes, the non- 
hierarchical nature of EF! allows for anyone and everyone to get involved. 
Also this issue there are more prisoner support addresses, a report on the 
Anarchist Travelling Circus making thier precence felt at the G8 summit by 
lake Geneva, more on the Peat Campaign, national and local road protests, 
anti-facist action in some of Englands Nazi hideouts, anti McDonalds 
robberies (!), protesting against golf course expansion, a piece on the recent 
animal rights group SHAC’s actions against WorldCom and Huntingdon Life 
Sciences, and news that Nottinghams’ SUMAC centre (a new autonomous 
zone) is now open. The main feature, however, is a big piece on actions 
against the inevitable war on Iraq. This comes complete with a list of national 
anti-war vigils all over the UK. As well as all this, there is the usual updated 
list of useful contacts, and news of forthcoming events and overseas 
activities such as Russian Anti nuclear actioncamps, rallys against the USA’s 
school of the America’s (where they train Latin American soldiers in counter 
insurgency), demonstrations in Mexico about the harrassment of local 
grassroots organisation workers, and finally news of an anti war Queer pride 
occupation of a Starbucks in Berkeley, USA. All that info free, or if your a 
generous type, for a £5 subscription... (LH) 

Cheques made payable to ‘Earth First! Action Update, and send it to Dept 29, 
22a Beswick St, Manchester, M$ 7HS, UK... Its still possible to subscribe 
under a false name and c/o address if you really, really want to. 


FRACTURE #22 - A4 - 116 Pages - P+P 

Ho-ly Fuck, this one’s big.. The usual Fracture stuff in check, interviews this 
time around with The Pavers, Academy Morticians, Dag Nasty and Q and Not 
U, and one almighty feature on the DIY aspects of this scene of ours. All the 
interviews were good, but it was the ones with The Pavers and Academy 
Morticians that interested me the most - jeez, that singer from The Pavers 
has got an arm the size of my head! It was unfortunate to read just to what 
extent the now split Academy Morticians got fucked over, and highlighted the 
down-side to this all-trusting ethic of releases agreed on a hand-shake, but 
hopefully we can all learn from their mistakes (all be it the mistake of trust!). 
The Pavers interview was cool as I'd never heard of them prior to reading 
this, and now wanna check them out, but was as interesting a read probably 
more for the big “Internet Rants” part at the end of the interview where 
vocalist Scott gets to vent his Spleen about trying to get his band signed to 
some big labels, then realising how wrong this was and analysing all of this. 
The DIY feature was an interesting read in it’s respective parts (The Survey, 
Bands as jobs argument and Youth-Culture for Sale), and though the majority 
of it was just stating what I’d take as obvious arguments there were a few 
really valid points made, mostly within the last two articles. Lots and lots of 


reviews, apparently there’s a back-log building... NOTE : they have a new 
address. (SW) 


Unit 100, 61 Wellfield Road, Cardiff, CF24 3DG, UK 


FRACTURE # 23 - A4 - 92 Pages - P+P 

Wasn't really much in this issue to keep me hooked for too long, especially 
when compared to the last issue which was had a fair amount of interesting 
reading, even if | wasn’t totally into the bands interviewed. This time we have 
a sorta comedy interview between Dillenger Four and The Arrivals which 
amused for the short amount of time it took to read it, an interview with And 
None Of Them Knew They Were Robots which was average at best and 
served more as blatant self-promotion than anything else, one with Simon 
Wells which was more interesting than | thought it'd be, about his times in the 
bands Snuff and Southport (never heard either band though) and an 
interview with Hans of the label Sobermind, band Liar and Clothes label (!) 
24 Clothing which was weird to read cos the word-count of the questions was 
probably the same as the number of words used for answers, and as such it 
feels like Hans hasn't put half the effort into answering the questions as Sean 
has into thinking up interesting questions. The columns are present, with 
Kafrens and David Stuarts Standing out the most for me, and the reviews 
Sections is as ever huge. Shame that a zine that’s getting out to so many 
people across the UK is this time around really quite average and doesn't 
offer anything of a punch - maybe next time. (SW) 

Unit 100, 61 Wellfield Road, Cardiff, CF24 3DG, UK 


Gadgie #15/Ugly Man Punk Rock #1 

Two zines for the price of one here. You get issue 15 of long-running zine 
Gadgie from Marv and a new zine from Boston, UK, UMPR put together by 
a guy called Danny. UMPR, focusing on the more melodic side of hardcore, 
is full of humour, well-written columns/articles, news and contains interviews 
with VEHICLE DEREK and WE CLOSE OUR EYES. Issue 15 of GADGIE 
features Marv's usual good humoured rambles about football coupled with 
more serious news and articles. This issue also features interviews with 
Minneapolis’ PATH OF DESTRUCTION and Brighton's MTA. Both zines are 
pretty short but between them cover quite a lot of ground and musical 
influence, which is great to see. (SH) 

UMPR, 65 Clarke Court, Wyberton, Boston, Lincs, PE21 7EF. Or GADGIE 
Towers, PO Box 93, Boston Lincs, PE21 7YB 


GAGGED + BLINDFOLDED #1 - A5 - 56 
Pages - P+P 

A new zine from down South that’s | 
apparently free! Well, I'd say send £1 as 
i's of a fair size and there's a decent 
amount in here for you to read. It’s of the 
basic zine structure (columns, interviews 
broken up by articles and reviews at the 
back), has interviews with Welly 
(4LetterWord/Artcore), Adequate 7, 
Stuntface, Da Skywalkers, iNERDZia and 
Evil Macaroni, of which | found the one 
with Welly the most interesting and the 
one with Evil Macaroni pretty cool too, 
with the others falling inbetween good and 
average. It's an enthusiastic little zine 
that’s been well put together, and some of 
the articles were cool read. A good first 
issue, that can only get better with time. 
(SW) 

Tim-Dog - 10 Cherry Grove, Hungerford, RG17 OHP, UK 


| HATE EVERYONE #1,2,3&4-A6- 32 Pages each -.50p + P+P each 
Parts One through Four form the Story of unlucky Elliott and his unfortunate 
life in way of comic Strips. A sad character who's on t'dole and who's only 
friend is some: mould growing in a cup that he names Barry, the stories 
across the parts follow the various ways in which an optimist can be shot 
down in todays hussle-n-bussle “I'm out for me” society, and just how easy it 
is to have the enthusiasm crushed from your soul in day-to-day life. It's all 
drawn in a fairly basic style, maybe illustrating the point that you don’t have 
to be a great artist to put out a comic-strip zine. | remember seeing a review 
of this that slated it for not having good artwork, but surely the point of this 
scene is that you don’t have to be particularly good at your chosen medium, 
but more that you’ve got a message or story to get across. A nice little Story. 
SW) 

Bradders - 9 Park View Avenue, Leeds, LS4 2LH, UK 


I’m Only Doing This To Get Free CDs #2, 20 pages 50p ; 
Great title! Part zine, part diary of Southampton hardcore masters PILGER, 
This zine is not only entertaining but well written to boot. Interviews with THE 
GOOD TIME CHARLIES, DISPOSABLE HEROES and FALL SILENT plus 
news, views and plenty of amusing anecdotes, oh and not forgetting the 
extensive reviews section! (SH) ; 
38 Gatcombe, Southampton, SO31 5Px. 


Fans ANESZNES ZN 


IDENTIKIT #1 - AG - 32 Pages - 50p + P+P 

A collection of comic strips, strange drawings and stranger stories and 
writings from the bitter and twisted mind of a Leeds punker and his 
associates. Picked this up at a gig and it proved an interesting and funny 
read on the drive home from Middlesborough. The story of Our First House 
struck a chord, having lived in places of fairly bad repair in the past, and the 
British Gas story was just plain horrible! Lots of fun to be had in here, so 
email the boy Graham about getting a copy. (SW) 
doc@geek86.freeserve.co.uk 


In It On It #14, 24 pages 

Interesting zine with some great articles/views ranging from the Monarchy to 
booze to the rediscovery of grind core, Napalm Death bring it on! Plus 
interviews with HOMEBEW, WORM, BBP Records and Tapes, SEVENTEEN 
STITCHES and the FREAK UNION. A good mix of serious commentary and 
humour. (SH) 

Paul, The Flat, 56A Upgate, Louth, Lincs. LN11 9JN, UK. 

PALOKKA ZINE #4 - A4 - 28 Pages - $2 (?) + P+P 

Wow, this thing looks good...this ain't no cut n paste effort, someone who 
knows design has spent a fair amount of time giving this zine a kick-ass look, 
though given the size of it | wonder if the page-count may have been stifled 
due to how long it'd take to put together. Interviews with Dropkick Murphys, 
No Redeeming Social Value, Bolt, Hero Dishonest, TKU Blindside, skater 
Juhani Salo and Iron Maiden artist Derek Riggs, reviews and other random 
pieces. The reviews look fairly hit-n-miss in length, but unfortunately that's 
pretty much all | can say on this as it’s almost all written in some language | 
- don't know, can’t even tell what country this is from! It looks fuckin smooth 
though, and the Derek Riggs piece includes a sweet-ass poster of loadsa his 
work merged together into a cool looking A3 pic. (SW) 
palokka@sunpoint.net 


PLASTIC BOMB no.40 2002 3.5 Euros 

PLASTIC BOMB is HUGE! This German written zine appears to cover a wide 
range of punk, Oi!, Ska and hardcore within its pages along with plenty of 
news and information that covers the German/mainland European scene. As 
well as the music, PLASTIC BOMB seems to have a political consciousness 
too with an article about Afghanistan and anti-patriotic statements 
throughout. There are interviews with RAWSIDE, BAD RELIGION, SO 
WHAT, EPITAPH RECORDS, LOIKAEMIE, MAD. SIN, WESERLABEL, 
BERNADETTE LA HENGST, and SUPERPUNK plus reports on Holidays in 
the Sun (again!) and comeback kings the COCKNEY REJECTS live. Throw 
in reviews, a mail order service, a news section, and a ton of adverts and you 
have a pretty hefty zine! If only | could read German. Shit. (SHY) 

Plastic Bomb, Postfach 100205, 47002, Germany. 


RAZOR BLADES AND ANGRY FACES #1 A3 £1 

This new zine is a must get for anyone into old punk & Oi!. The main features 
are the 12 page Partisans interview, which is a great read & the Skeptix 
interview. Then there are shorter interviews with Deadline, Intensive Care & 
On File plus Garry Bushell’s column, which is up to the usual standard 
(depends how you take him — with a pinch of salt me thinks). There are a few 
columns of varying standards (the guy from Dropkick Murphys is pointless & 
Dave Floyds is spot on). Well written on the whole, the layouts look great & 
itis a pleasure to read. | had to keep stealing this back from a work mate who 
was so engrossed in it. (JK) 

49a Church St, Wotton Under Egde, Gloucestershire, GL12 7HB, UK 
RazorBladesandAngryFaces@Hotmail.com 


RAZORCAKE No.10 

Another bar coded zine. This is from Los Angeles in the U.S.A.. First time |! 
have seen this before and from other reviews that | have read, RAZORCAKE 
compares favourably with how FLIPSIDE used to be. In this issue there are 
interviews with AGAINST ME! (not so much of an interview but more of a 
descriptive comment on being on part on AGAINST ME!’S tour in the States 
and analysing their ideals/beliefs/actions), THE EPOXIES which seemed 
quite pointless, MICHAEL MOORE (yes, the man behind the book STUPID 
WHITE MEN. This ‘interview’, done in two separate sessions, was done with 
a guy called Nardwuar. It's not really an interview, more of this Nardwuar 
dude coming out with really annoying questions and confrontational 
statements that Michael Moore deals with pretty well. | can’t say | really learnt 
a great deal which is a shame as Michael Moore obviously has a lot to say). 
There is a great piece on and about Emma Goldman, really informative and 
well worth reading that relates to her life as a person as well as an activist 
and details an archive library set up about her in San Francisco and the 
authors visit there. Some columns seemed egotistical or pointless (there's a 
Holidays in the Sun report from Dublin and a lot of name-dropping going on 
with old ‘punk’ bands) whilst others were really interesting and informative. 
Overall, RAZORCAKE Zine is really well laid out and has some interesting 
articles to read. Lets hope it keeps growing and developing. Worth picking up 
if you see it about for sure. (SHY) 
Razorcake, P.O. Box 42129, 
www.razorcake.com 


Los Angeles, CA 90042, U.S.A. 
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READERS DIGRESS! #1, A4, Free with SAE 
“An Irregular Freesheet for the Irregular Mind” it says on the top of the page... 
Hmm? So why did the reviews editor think I’'d-like this? Whats he saying 
about me, eh? Anyway, he’s right. This thing is pretty cool. Its fairly 
humourous and toungue in cheek writings on all sorts of random subjects 
aiming to make fairly libertarian points on a double sided sheet of A4 paper. 
What more could you ask for? More interesting layout perhaps, or a bit of eye 
catching visuals, but once you read the amusing tales you're pretty happy: 
with it and left with a healthy sense of jest. | do suspect this is definately not 
going to appeal to everyone out there, especially folk who don't appreciate 
subtle irony, are keen on situationism or find themselves exposed to a 
random bout of surrealism every once in a while. Don’t bother with this if 
you're one of those ‘matter of fact’ type bores. This will simply fly straight over 
your head and you'll automatically dismiss it without actually understanding 
it whole. However, this thing isn’t mindblowing but then not alot of stuff out 
there these days is... its our ‘conditioning’, see... (LH) 

SAE to: 15 Dartington Walk, Leigham, Plymouth, Devon, PL6 8QA, UK 


SAVAGE AMUSEMENT # 18 12pp A4 free with a SAE 

Not so much a zine as a newspaper style (minus photos) collection of 
reviews & news. Plenty of reviews of all that’s new (or reissued) in the world 
of Oi, streetpunk & original punk. Trev’s sense of humour is there for all to 
see. Says he doesn’t find RTB a good laugh to read, can’t think why. A good 
source of information. (JK) 

Trev Howarth, Rosehill, 20 New Front St., Tanfield Lea, Stanley, 
DH9 OLY, UK trevhagl@hotmail.com 


Co. Durham, 


SLUG & LETTUCE #72, Broadsheet, Free/donation/postage cost 
Excellent. Another generous helping of the fantastic plethora of thoughts and 
reviews that is Slug and Lettuce. The front cover illustrations this time reflect 
the hot stickiness of summer and the photos included are all of bands | highly 
rate. Kick Ass! As usual it starts off with Christine (the ‘editor’s) thoughts and 
book reviews, which | find most useful when trying to be selective about what 
| read. The column themes vary from DIY herbal remidies and recipes from 
common plants, Mike Antipathy’s summer solstice and feelings about ‘the 
scene’, personal and localised tales, , creating closer communities by 
envolving kids, vegan cats and dogs, the ‘radical mothers tips for alleviating 
boredom and making the most of your summer’, queer and gender issues 
and even one by RTB’s recent recuit Steve ‘Attitude Problem’ Hyland. Wow! 
How did we manage to poach a much sought after writer like him? | like the 
way the adverts in this zine don’t intrude on your reading, and when you do 
bother to look at 

them you realise 
they are all worthy 
of your support 
and aren't selling 
the same old new 
trendy crap. Also, 
the mountains. of 
review material 
this zine gets 
totally astounds 
me. Whatsmore, 
the reviewers do 
actually seem to 
read or listen to it 
all with intense 
scrutiny and 
objectivity... not 
like us slackers at 
RTB... Anyway, | 
always find this 
zine being able to 
hold my attention 
alot longer than 


most and | 
recomend you 
check it out. Its 
worth triple its 


weight in vegan 
cheese. (LH) 
Distributed by 
loads of distros... 


STOP HUNTINGDON ANIMAL CRUELTY Magazine No. 19 & 20 
Personally, from a punk perspective, | feel that the animal rights movement 
has been forgotten by people involved in the ‘punk scene’ of late. There 
appears a lot of apathy towards the plight of animals, how they can be used, 
treated and experimented on. STOP HUNTINGDON ANIMAL CRUELTY 
(SHAC) is a quarterly magazine that provides information about the animal 
experimentation and cruelty that goes on at Huntingdon Life Sciences and by 
other companies, who assist, fund or are hired by HLS to continue with their 
‘research’. Within issue 19, a guest editorial by Ronnie Lee (founder of the 
Animal Liberation Front) summarises how far the animal protest movement 
has come over 30 years and rightly points out how the “battle against animal 
persecution must be seen, not as a sprint, but as a marathon”. Both issues 
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focus also on SHAC activities not only in the UK but also in other countries WATER INTO BEER - #1, 2 &3 - All 
around the world protesting in an active way against HLS. Issue 20 has an around 50 Pages - 50p + P+P each 


2, 


honest appraisal by Nancy Phipps, mother of Jill, of Barry Horne the animal Luke and Tim who do this have a lia a Rad, 
rights activist who died in prison. She describes Barry ‘the person’ rather than managed to get out three issues before ‘Writtenfromnegative=> Meshcap goes 
Barry ‘the public figure’ which | found interesting. Overall, the SHAC I've had a chance to review the first one Be Ae. : 


organisation is ultimately an activist one. As stated in one article, “If you do (jeez, I’m slack!), so | thought I'd do it as 
not support or believe in SHAC’s tactics and methodology, we ask that you a bumper 3-issue review. | got the first 
do us a favour and ask to be taken Off the mailing list. Please don’t waste our issue and wasn't into it at all - interviews ~ 
time and money — this newsletter is not something to glance through and put with Tangaroa, Jeremy Beadles Hand 
aside — it is a call to arms and meant to inspire you to take effective action and 46 Itchy, reviews of gigs and 
for the animals, and if you are not prepared to fight for them, or Support those records and lots of bits nN pieces of 
who are, then let us know”. That said, this is worth seeking out and articles dotted around. The interview 
Supporting just so you can be aware of the facts and see the real truth of with 46 Itchy is fairly average, but the 


what goes on behind closed doors in the name of ‘science’. (SHY) other two are pretty much throw-away, 
SHAC, 6 Boat Lane, Evesham, Worcs, WR11 4BP, UK info@shac.net OR and the little articles throughout the zine 
www.shac.net are quite annoying - not in their own 

right, but in that one second we could 
SUSPECT DEVICE No.39 A5 £1.00/ 3 Euros ppd have a worthwhile piece, and then the 


This issue of SUSPECT DEVICE | just found myself reading nearly all the next one could be bollocks - eg. The 
way through, allowing of course for time in-between to make cups of tea and Good - Police on Emails, Aspire Squat 
cut the odd slice of cake for sustainable nourishment. Some really good and stuff, Wrestling stuff, The Kids Aren't 
interesting interviews are done with STRIKE ANYWHERE (USA), ACTIVE Alright (overlooking the line “I did drugs in my youth 17-19. | am 20 now...”!) 
SLAUGHTER (UK) and the folk at MAXIMUM ROCKNROLL (USA), plus and Taking The Scenic Route...The Bad - Shit Football, Top Kebab Shops, 
FRIENDS OF ED, PAINT IT BLACK and the J.A.R. COLLECTIVE from How Not To Pull, Booze Of The Month, Man Utd Calendar and the Poems 
Chiapas in Mexico. More ‘Holidays in the Sun’ tales of watching old punks try Pages... Issue Two was a bit more together, interviews with Mavis and This 
and relive their rebellious youth and the perils of drinking, a few pages of Ain't Vegas which are both pretty good, and one with DJ ElectricHead which 
reviews, the usual smattering of columns from Tony and co. that are always _ is utterly pointless to anyone who doesn’t go to the horrible clubs where he 
entertaining. Top notch stuff from the raging south coast and well worth your plays his Kerrang approved tripe. A comic in the middle pages, and more hit- 


quid!! (SHY) n-miss articles, though more hits than misses this time, including ones on 
Suspect Device, P.O. Box 295, Southampton, SO17 1LW, UK. celebrities, the couple on terrorism and stupid things done when drunk! And 
issue three, interviews with Fig. 4.0, meshcap.com, Written From Negative 

SUSPECT DEVICE 39.9 and Bad Astronaut, a tour report from This Ain't Vegas and the usual reviews 


wre ties new mini issue for xmas time and an article about Pantera, photo of some girls “getting ‘em out” for the camera, 

i ti nine novnt nine it's a benefit for us at RTB which Bring Back Daphne & Celeste and the article about kebabs. This is very 
oR we're grateful for, a 24 pager it mucha “done to make our mates laugh” sorta zine, though does occasionally 

has columns on xmas, the year have something worthwhile to say. Worth mentioning that all three issues 
gone by, life and some nostalgic have cool covers visually passing comment on various issues. (SW) 
stuff. As always there’s a nice Tim - 48 West Park Grove, Leeds, LS8 2DY, UK 
balance of coverage between the 
different ‘ends’ of this punk rock 
thing, interviews are with BOXED 
IN and Holland’s ANTIDOTE. 
Rounded off with a load of 
reviews, SD is my reading matter 
of choice on the 50A bus, it's 
regular and reliable (unlike the 
fuckin 50A bus.) Well worth your 
pound, now show some respect 
and get that nugget in the post. 
(SN) 
P.O Box 295, Southampton, 
S017 1LW, UK 
tw3@soton.ac.uk 


SUSPECT wavias The SD crew have rushed out a n random articles. Articles some good some bad, new low-points including 


Xomasié 


THE THREE CULTURES.. 6 

1 sided sheets hastily stapled 
together with a marker pen 
drawing on the front - yay! Fuck 
the design snobs, let's hear it for 
content and spontaniety, to quote 
the zine’s intro: “what else is the 
dead of night for?” This zine is by 
Pete (RED MONKEY, MILKY 
WIMPSHAKE, Slampt etc..) he 
writes of the real art and culture in 
Newcastle, not the ‘city of culture’ 
rubbish but the real stuff like the 
Squats and the local bands that 
are enthusing him, there’s also 
Stuff on ‘scratchy guitars’, an 
appraisal of largely forgotten 
bands starting with GANG OF 
FOUR, AU PAIRS and moving on 
to DOG FACED HERMANS, 
ARCHBISHOP KEBAB and other 
such lost groups, it's great to see { 
that Pete is still writing and I Tare Ba 
representing for some of the most 

innovative in recent music history. 


Sutkasom doys Agi 
(SN) : 


P.O.Box 54, Heaton, Newcastle, NE6 5YW slampt@clara.net 


The Three 
Cultures 


09 7UJeeT IT Moy Jo 


and hate the dumb) 


www.outofstep Couk 
mail@outofstep.co.uk — 


Five Year Diar 
IGNO26 


Also available from Ignition: 
Chamberlain - Exit 263 CD, Crosstide - Seventeen Nautical Miles CD, Elemae - Sleeping With 


Repeat In Pattern CD, Rydell / San Geronimo / A Rocket Sent To You - Split 
une - Split MCD, Tidal / Acabah Rot - Split 12", xCANAANx - Gehenna 
Made Flesh MCD, One Last Thing / Crosstide - Split CD, Dead Red Sea - S/T 7", Speedwell - My Life Is 


A Series Of Vacations MCD, Hot Water Music / Rydell - Split 7", Hunter Gatherer - Low Standards For 
High Fives CD and more... 
Ignition, 1 Chandos Road, Tunbridge Wells, Kent, TN1 2NY, England 


es ON. www.ignitiononline.co.uk, label@ignitiononiine.co.uk, distro@ignitiononline.co.uk 


Adrenaline 7", Flyswatter - 
CD, Urotsukidoji / Winter In J 


www.inatthedeependrecords.co. 
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ie 
= 30 Bands UK Comp. £5°' 
The Osterman Weekend S CDEP £4 
\ fea Resention Is i 


. ur ae rie £4" 
he Killerest Cee . 


Sta es Die - Nostalgia For, ‘Beginners: MCD £6 gi ims 
play LifeTime meets Small Brown Bike meets Dag aay ess ic Punk } 


uk 82 Barlow Drive South, Awsworth, Notts, 


GIRLS AGAINST BOYS 


1. Ester Drang “Infinite Keys” JT1082 CD | Out 3.24.03 | Preorder now 

2. Joan of Arc “So Much Staying Alive and Lovelessness” JT1081 LP/CD | Out 2.4.03 

3. Jets To Brazil “Perfecting Loneliness” JT1079 DBL LP/CD | www. jetstobrazilonline.com 
4. Milemarker “Satanic Versus” JT1078 CDEP | www. milemarker.org 

5. onelinedrawing “Visitor” JT1076 LP/CD | www. onelinedrawing.com 

6. Girls Against Boys “You Can’t Fight What You Can't See” JT1074 LP/CD | www.gvsb.com 
7. Denali “S/T” JT1073 LP/CD | denali.vze.com 

8. Pedro The Lion “Control” JT1072 LP/CD | www.pedrothelion.com 


Order online at Jadetree.com 


; I, can't stand Tony Hawk, | just can't stand going to ‘g a soft 
understand Frebeasabaton sae Rowers his belon ae 2 
thats the ‘epitome of a video geek and there areca billion of ‘em. 
If you look at skateboarding. now, the majority of them all look 
the same. Skateboarding to be 
an individual thing." 


@ 


- Duane Peters 


